St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, October 23, 2022  9:30 a.m.

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Holy Communion
Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all around us. All creation
stands in need of God’s forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s people shall be accounted righteous for Jesus’ sake.
Our God is merciful to sinners. For this we worship and glorify God forever. [ Reprinted with permission: Sunday and
Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Celestial Spring—II “Exaltation”
Oscar Overby, F. Melius Christiansen
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
Oh,
Oh,
Oh,
Oh,

sing
sing
sing
sing

to
to
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to

“Oh, Sing to the Lord”
the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
our God, oh, sing to our God.

For God is the Lord, and God
For God is the Lord, and God
For God is the Lord, and God
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing
Oh,
Oh,
Oh,
Oh,
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has done wonders.
has done wonders.
has done wonders.
to our God.

shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit.
shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit.
shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit.
sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia!
For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia!
For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia!
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Text: Brazilian folk song; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923, Spanish and English
Spanish and English text © Gerhard Cartford, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Brazilian folk tune All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God.
And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
* Hymn of Praise
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
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This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
* Prayer of the Day
Holy God, our righteous judge,
daily your mercy surprises us
with everlasting forgiveness.
Strengthen our hope in you,
and grant that all the peoples of the earth
may find their glory in you,
through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Lesson
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
7 Although our iniquities testify against us, act, O LORD , for your name's sake; our apostasies indeed
are many, and we have sinned against you. 8 O hope of Israel, its savior in time of trouble, why should
you be like a stranger in the land, like a traveler turning aside for the night? 9 Why should you be like
someone confused, like a mighty warrior who cannot give help? Yet you, O LORD, are in the midst of
us, and we are called by your name; do not forsake us! 10 Thus says the LORD concerning this people:
Truly they have loved to wander, they have not restrained their feet; therefore the LORD does not accept them, now he will remember their iniquity and punish their sins. 19 Have you completely rejected
Judah? Does your heart loathe Zion? Why have you struck us down so that there is no healing for us?
We look for peace, but find no good; for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. 20 We
acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD, the iniquity of our ancestors, for we have sinned against you.
21 Do not spurn us, for your name's sake; do not dishonor your glorious throne; remember and do not
break your covenant with us. 22 Can any idols of the nations bring rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Is it not you, O LORD our God? We set our hope on you, for it is you who do all this.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Responsive Psalm
Psalm 84:1-7
How lovely is your dwelling place,
O LORD of hosts!
My soul longs, indeed it faints
for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh sing for joy
to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O LORD of hosts,
my King and my God.
Happy are those who live in your house,
ever singing your praise.
Happy are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
As they go through the valley of Baca
they make it a place of springs;
the early rain also covers it with pools.
They go from strength to strength;
the God of gods will be seen in Zion.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation
“Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go”
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord.
* Gospel
Luke 18:9-14
9 Jesus also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10 "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a
tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, 'God, I thank you that I am not
like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I
give a tenth of all my income.' 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to
heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' 14 I tell you, this
man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be
humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted."
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.
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'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!
Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“We Are an Offering”
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be,
we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices,
we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering, we are an offering.
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Text and music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC.
All rights reserved. Used by Permission
CCLI #1664009 #20540802 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773

* Offertory Prayer
Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.
* Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

ELW Page 152

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Christ invites you to this table.
Come, taste and see.
Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God”
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
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Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Communion Music

“My Lord! What a Morning”

arr. Stephen Bulla
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
CCS License #14375

* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table,
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen.
* Closing Hymn
Refrain
Just a closer walk with thee,
grant it, Jesus, is my plea;
daily walking close to thee,
let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

“Just a Closer Walk With Thee”
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I am weak but thou art strong:
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I'll be satisfied as long
as I walk, let me walk close to thee. Refrain
Through this world of toil and snares,
if I falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares?
None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. Refrain
When my feeble life is o'er,
time for me will be no more;
guide me gently, safely o'er
to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore. Refrain
Text and Music: North American traditional
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain

* Dismissal
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.

* Prelude

◙

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Rich Rabanus, Betsy Anderson, Joyce Johnson, Barbara Brutger,
Dorrie Trombley, Dale Johnson, Laura Walsh (Snider),
Mary, Glen, Jim, Bill and Paula (Gieser), Jacob (Merrill).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Robert and Jane Auge, Norm and Paula Goetzke,
Guy deLambert, Mary Brunkow, Beverly Evans.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Union Gospel Mission of the Twin Cities,
a Christian ministry dedicated to serving people
who are struggling with homelessness, poverty, and addiction in our community.
The Gospel Mission is helping men, women, and children rebuild their lives—
physically, emotionally, spiritually and educationally.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Today’s Altar Flowers
In Honor of ROCC—Residents of Color Collective of West St Paul
Given by The McKenzie Clan

Leaders in Today’s Service
Pastor ...................................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider
Lay Liturgist ................................................................................................. Debbie Pirkl
Director of Worship ..................................................................................Bryon Dockter
Organist................................................................................................ Gerrit W. Lamain
Song Leaders..........................................................................................Worship Chorus
Musicians ..................................................................................................... Brassphemy
Lectors ........................................................................... Dylan Donahue, Beth Hostager
Communications and Media Coordinator ............................................ Garrett Masters
Audio Visual Ministry .............................................................................. Norm Goetzke
Altar Guild .............................................................................Mary Jo Martinek, Lori Ritt
Prayer Chain ..... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson
Outdoor Street Sign ................................................................................. Merrill Zieman

WELCOME BRASSPHEMY
Today we welcome the Brass Ensemble, Brassphemy, to our
worship this morning. They will be leading worship, along with
Bryon Dockter and the Worship Chorus. The group consists of:
Philip Dahl (Baritone), Abbe Holmgren (Mellophone), Brad Kolstad
(Tuba), Peter Moberg (Trumpet), and Soren Tryggestad (Trumpet).
Thank you for sharing your musical gifts with us today.

Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson
1575 Charlton Street  West St. Paul, MN 55118
www.ststephenswsp.org
Office: (651) 457-6541
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