OUR MISSION STATEMENT AND CORE VALUES
Intentionally connecting to God, each other and the world through love and service.
Relationships  Service  Learning  Youth  Belonging  Worship

Here's something to get you thinking about TODAY’s Sermon. Both men in today’s
gospel wanted to “go home justified.” One man looked at everyone else and thought
he was doing pretty well; but that’s not justified. The other looked to God and though
he painfully recognized his own brokenness—was justified by the love and grace of God.
May we all go home justified today—not in ourselves or in comparison to others but in
God’s unshakeable grace.

Open Forum
10:30-11:20 a.m. in the Lounge.

During OCTOBER our focus is on “Getting to Know Our Neighbors.”
This Sunday we’ll meet Kimetha (Kae Jae) Johnson, the founder of West St Paul’s
ROCC (Residents of Color Collective). ROCC’s website states: “ROCC was founded in May of 2019 by Kae Jae with the intent of creating a voice and sanctuary
for the residents of color in West Saint Paul, Minnesota and to ensure they have
access to knowledge, programs, assistance, and community connection while impacting policies at the local level that promotes healthy communities for residents of color, renters and those struggling with mental
health barriers.”
We will be wrapping October with—
Sunday, October 30 Ms Brittany Miller from New Challenges, residential home for people with traumatic
brain injuries, will share with us an overview of their programs. New Challenges is located at the corner of
Wentworth and Charlton.

Event Update
The Giveaway was a great success in so many ways.
Thanks to the wonderful work of a huge number of volunteers! In addition to five of us on the Organizing Team, we
had twenty-three people involved in running the event and
our custodial crew (SOOO thankful for their hard work!)
which amounted to a total of 31 people working together!
Because of these people, we were able to accommodate 26 cars and offer 45 tables
filled with items to our community, not to mention the lawnful of toys from the nursery!
To estimate the number of people served, we handed out over 200 “Welcome Cards”
to folks as they entered the Giveaway. Allowing for children and people who didn’t take a
card we must have served closer to 250 people. One of the best parts of the Giveaway was
the way nearly everyone was smiling throughout the event. It was a great blessing to and joyful
experience—sharing with others as followers of Jesus. Use the QR code or follow this link https://
bit.ly/Fall2022GiveawayVideo to see a slideshow video of the Fall Giveaway event.

St. Stephen’s join all Minnesotans—Roll Up Your Sleeves!
With winter approaching the St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible
to receive their COVID-19 boosters and flu shots. This is our best chance to create a safe
environment for all at St. Stephen’s and in the community.
Check in with your health care provider or pharmacy to find out how and when you can get
your COVID-19 booster or flu shot. Love thy neighbor, love thyself!

Our old favorite Scandinavian Meatballs and Gravy returns—
The “take out” format worked so well last year we’re going to repeat the same process this year. The youth
will be selling tickets for pints and quarts of our famous
St Stephen’s Scandinavian meatballs and gravy packaged
and ready for pickup on Saturday, November 12 from
5-6:30pm. Call when you arrive and they will bring to your
car. Tickets can be purchased from the Youth, in the
Narthex on Sundays, or the church office Monday-Friday
9am-3pm. The deadline for ticket sales is Wednesday,
November 2. Pricing is $9 per pint and $17 per quart.
Buy your tickets now and reserve your meatballs and gravy. Yum!

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR TANZANIA
One of the ways St. Stephen’s partners with the Ihimbo and Iwonde
congregations in Tanzania is by supporting secondary school scholarships. Please contact the church office or Beth Hostager
(bethhostager@comcast.net) by Sunday, October 30th and let us know
the amount you are able to give in support of 2023 scholarships.
We have the opportunity to also support scholarships for students from
50 congregations in the Iringa Diocese that do not have a partner
congregation in Minnesota. Please let us know if you prefer your contribution be dedicated specifically to Ihimbo and Iwonde students.
Payment is requested by November 30th via a check payable to St.
Stephen’s Lutheran Church or online through the church website.
Please note “Tanzania Scholarship” in the memo line of your check or
the comment box online.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5
8-10AM
This is a stay and play opportunity
for families with young children!
Play  Conversation  Fun!

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in this document are not active—
watch for a separate email in a new format from MailChimp that
contains resources available and active links all in one handy
document. With this new format you will also be able to
unsubscribe to the resources email if you do not find it helpful.
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