St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, October 2, 2022  9:30 a.m.

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Holy Communion
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request to Philemon
into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ
in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour
to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own. Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg
Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Mendelssohn: “Adagio” from the First Organ Sonata
arr. Gerrit W. Lamain

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
“Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”
Lord Jesus Christ, be present now;
our hearts in true devotion bow.
Your Spirit send with light divine,
and let your truth within us shine.
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Then shall we join the hosts that cry,
"O holy, holy Lord Most High!"
And in the light of that blest place
we then shall see you face to face.
All glory to the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blessed Trinity,
be praise throughout eternity!
Text: attr. Wilhelm II, 1598-1662; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: Cantionale Germanicum, Gochsheim, 1628
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God.
And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
* Hymn of Praise
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
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* Prayer of the Day
Direct us, O Lord God,
in all our doings with your continual help,
that in all our works,
begun, continued, and ended in you,
we may glorify your holy name;
and finally, by your mercy,
bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Lesson
2 Timothy 1:1-14
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in Christ
Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus
our Lord. 3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when
I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you so
that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6 For this reason I remind you to
rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; 7 for God did not give
us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 8 Do not be
ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering
for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9 who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in
Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our
Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
11 For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and for this reason I suffer
as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he
is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the standard of sound teaching
that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good treasure
entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Responsive Psalm Reading
Do not fret because of the wicked;
do not be envious of wrongdoers,
for they will soon fade like the grass,
and wither like the green herb.
Trust in the LORD, and do good;
so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.
Take delight in the LORD,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in him, and he will act.
He will make your vindication shine like the light,
and the justice of your cause like the noonday.
Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently for him;
do not fret over those who prosper in their way,
over those who carry out evil devices.
Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath.
Do not fret—it leads only to evil.
For the wicked shall be cut off,
but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God

Psalm 37:1-9

* Gospel Acclamation
“Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go”
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord.
* Gospel
Luke 17:1-10
1 Jesus said to his disciples, "Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to anyone by
whom they come! 2 It would be better for you if a millstone were hung around your neck and you
were thrown into the sea than for you to cause one of these little ones to stumble. 3 Be on your guard!
If another disciple sins, you must rebuke the offender, and if there is repentance, you must forgive.
4 And if the same person sins against you seven times a day, and turns back to you seven times and
says, 'I repent,' you must forgive." 5 The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 6 The Lord
replied, "If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted
and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you. 7 "Who among you would say to your slave who has
just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, 'Come here at once and take your place at
the table'? 8 Would you not rather say to him, 'Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me
while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink'? 9 Do you thank the slave for doing what was
commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, 'We are
worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!'"
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

Pastor Tim

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”
All who hunger gather gladly;
holy manna is our bread.
Come from wilderness and wand'ring.
Here in truth we will be fed.
You that yearn for days of fullness,
all around us is our food.
Taste and see the grace eternal.
Taste and see that God is good.
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All who hunger, never strangers;
seeker, be a welcome guest.
Come from restlessness and roaming.
Here in joy we keep the feast.
We that once were lost and scattered
in communion's love have stood.
Taste and see the grace eternal.
Taste and see that God is good.
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.,
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
usic: W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825; arr. Hymnal version
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Reception of New Members
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I present Clyde (Rick) Rykken, Christine Guyott and Jeanne Schaitberger
who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism.
Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers,
whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism.
You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit,
and nourished them in the community of faith.
Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism,
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.
We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.
Rick, Christine and Jeanne you have made public profession of your faith.
Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear his word and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
If so, please answer:
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God,
that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Amen.
Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit:
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.
Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.
Introduction of New Members
Hymn
“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”
All who hunger, sing together,
Jesus Christ is living bread.
Come from loneliness and longing.
Here in peace we have been fed.
Blest are those who from this table
live their days in gratitude.
Taste and see the grace eternal.
Taste and see that God is good.
* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
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* Offertory Response
“We Are an Offering”
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be,
we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices,
we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering, we are an offering.
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Text and music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC.
All rights reserved. Used by Permission
CCLI #1664009 #20540802 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773

* Offertory Prayer
Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.
* Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
Christ invites you to this table.
Come, taste and see.
* Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God”
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
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Communion Music

Handel: “He Shall Feed His Flock” from the Messiah
arr. Gerrit W. Lamain

* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table,
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen.
* Closing Hymn
“O Master, Let Me Walk with You”
O Master, let me walk with you
in lowly paths of service true;
tell me your secret; help me bear
the strain of toil, the fret of care.
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Help me the slow of heart to move
by some clear, winning word of love;
teach me the wayward feet to stay,
and guide them in the homeward way.
In hope that sends a shining ray
far down the future's broad'ning way,
in peace that only you can give;
with you, O Master, let me live.
Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt. Music: H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, Public Domain

* Dismissal
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Toccata for Psalm 146 “Praise Ye the Lord!
Jan Zwart, 1877-1937

◙

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.

Public Domain

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Rich Rabanus, Betsy Anderson, Joyce Johnson, Jane Dockter,
Dorrie Trombley, Dale Johnson, Andy Kluznik, Laura Walsh (Snider),
Bill Coomer, Ken Ericson, Jr. & Family, Zach Taylor.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Steve and Kim Richter, Samantha and Allison Henning,
Alan and Karen Sipinen, Edward and Sandy Tande,
Robert and Bobby Auge and Nikki Landry,
Ed and Toni Wakem.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Minnesota Council of Churches
our partner in living out unity in faith in the community through connecting,
engaging and renewing partnerships.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

W

elcome New Members!

We are delighted to have you join us in serving the Lord’s Mission here at
St. Stephen’s. We look forward to getting to know you better and working
with you shoulder to shoulder.
We Welcome:
Clyde (Rick) Rykken
Christine Guyott
Jeanne Schaitberger

To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday
Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall
or call the church office at 651-457-6541.
Cost for two bouquets is $40.00
Thank you!

Leaders in Today’s Service
Presiding Pastor....................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider
Preaching Pastor ............................................................The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D
Director of Worship .................................................................................. Bryon Dockter
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Lectors .......................................................................... Vicki Jackson, Jessica Donahue
Communications and Media Coordinator ............................................Garrett Masters
Audio Visual Ministry .............................................................................. Norm Goetzke
Altar Guild ............................................................................. Mary Jo Martinek, Lori Ritt
Prayer Chain .... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson
Outdoor Street Sign ................................................................................ Jerry Thoreson
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