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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Worship Service with Holy Communion

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Reflection on “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord”

Bryon Dockter

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.

* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
Hymn
“How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord”
How clear is our vocation, Lord,
when once we heed your call
to live according to your word
and daily learn, refreshed, restored,
that you are Lord of all,
and will not let us fall.
We marvel how your saints become
in hindrances more sure;
whose joyful virtues put to shame

ELW #580 vs. 1, 3, 4

the casual way we wear your name,
and by our faults obscure
your pow'r to cleanse and cure.
In what you give us, Lord, to do,
together or alone,
in old routines or ventures new,
may we not cease to look to you,
the cross you hung upon,
all you endeavored done.
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Music: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 CCLI #1664009 #20540802

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

ELW Page 147-148

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.
Hymn of Praise
“This is the Feast of Victory”
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

ELW Page 149-150

Prayer of the Day
Sovereign God,
you turn your greatness into goodness
for all the peoples on earth.
Shape us into willing servants of your kingdom,
and make us desire always and only your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Hebrews 5:1-10
1 Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their
behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward,
since he himself is subject to weakness; 3 and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins
as well as for those of the people. 4 And one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only
when called by God, just as Aaron was. 5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high
priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you";
6 as he says also in another place, "You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek."
7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the
one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.
8 Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9 and having been made
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10 having been designated by
God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Reading from the Psalms
Psalm 91:9-16
Because you have made the LORD your refuge,
the Most High your dwelling place,
no evil shall befall you,
no scourge come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the adder,
the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot.
Those who love me, I will deliver;
I will protect those who know my name.
When they call to me, I will answer them;
I will be with them in trouble,
I will rescue them and honor them.
With long life I will satisfy them,
and show them my salvation.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation
ELW Page 151
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Mark 10:35-45
35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, "Teacher, we want you
to do for us whatever we ask of you." 36 And he said to them, "What is it you want me to do for you?"
37 And they said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory."
38 But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I
drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" 39 They replied, "We are able." Then
Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for
those for whom it has been prepared." 41 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James
and John. 42 So Jesus called them and said to them, "You know that among the Gentiles those whom
they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 43 But it is
not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and
whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For the Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many."
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Pastor Tim

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn

“Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”
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Will you let me be your servant,
let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too.
We are pilgrims on a journey,
we are trav'lers on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.
I will hold the Christ-light for you
in the nighttime of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.
Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953
Text © 1977 Scripture In Song (c/o Integrity's Hosanna Music) /
ASCAP, c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.
Music: Richard Gillard; arr. Betty Pulkingham, b. 1928
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
O shelter me, O shelter me:
The way ahead is dark and difficult to see.
O shelter me, O shelter me:
All will be well if only you will shelter me.
“Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain)
Text and music © 2020, GIA Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]

* Offertory Response
“We Are an Offering”
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be,
we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices,
we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering, we are an offering.

ELW #692

Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC.
All rights reserved. Used by Permission
CCLI #1664009 #20540802 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773

Offertory Prayer
God of abundance,
you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens.
Accept the gifts you have first given us.
Unite them with the offering of our lives
to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
All who hunger and thirst, come.
The table is ready.
Communion is Received
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
Prayer after Communion
Lord of life,
in the gift of your body and blood
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,
bearing witness to the abundance of your love
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
Blessing
People of God,
you are Christ’s body,
bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
bless you now and forever. Amen.

Hymn
“To Be Your Presence”
To be your presence is our mission here,
to show compassion's face and list'ning ear,
to be your heart of mercy ever near,
alleluia!
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We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice,
to serve your people is our call and choice,
and in this mission we, the church, rejoice,
alleluia!
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
Music: Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Dismissal
Go in peace.
The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Celebration of “To Be Your Presence”
◙

To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday
Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall
or call the church office at 651-457-6541.
Cost for two bouquets is $29.50
Thank you!
**All Sundays in October are available**

Bryon Dockter

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week: Diane, Rick, Merwin, Laura, Dorothy, Oliver, Brian.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:
Dane, Darcy, Peter, Donnie, Eveline and Jackson, Lori, Guy, Calvin, Troy, Nicole, Gabriella, Benito and Samuel.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included
in our prayers. This week we offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ and the ministries of The Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). The ELCA’s mission is “Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace to live
faithfully, witness boldly and serve joyfully.” Their vision “A world
experiencing the difference God’s grace and love in Christ makes for all people and creation.”
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim, Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary, Sam, Troy, Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter D. J., Donald, Christopher, Gene,
Sam, Andrew, Lindsey. (Please help us keep our military member listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible
or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is
needed.
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