
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Worship with Holy Communion 

Sunday, October 16, 2022  9:30 a.m. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                             George Frideric Handel: “Aria”  arr. Gerrit W. Lamain 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection  

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, 

the sign that is marked at baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is eager to forgive 

and who loves us beyond our days. 

Amen. 
 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 

our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 

we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and walk humbly with you. 

Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 
 

Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ, 

who meets us on the road. 

Journey now in God’s abiding love 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

* Hymn                                       “What A Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” ELW #774 

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 

leaning on the everlasting arms; 

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 

leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

Refrain 

Leaning, leaning, (Leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,) 

safe and secure from all alarms; 

leaning, leaning, (leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,) 

leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 

leaning on the everlasting arms; 

oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, 

leaning on the everlasting arms.  Refrain 
 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 

leaning on the everlasting arms? 

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 

leaning on the everlasting arms.  Refrain 

 Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929 

 Music: Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Kyrie                                                          ELW Page 147 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God. 

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

* Hymn of Praise                        ELW Page 149 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 
 



Sing with all the people of God 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

* Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, 

tireless guardian of your people,  

you are always ready to hear our cries.  

Teach us to rely day and night on your care.  

Inspire us to seek your enduring justice  

for all this suffering world,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Lesson  Genesis 32:22-31 

22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and 

crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise every-

thing that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the 

man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob's hip was 

put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, "Let me go, for the day is breaking." But 

 Jacob said, "I will not let you go, unless you bless me." 27 So he said to him, "What is your name?" And 

he said, "Jacob." 28 Then the man said, "You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have 

striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed." 29 Then Jacob asked him, "Please tell me your 

name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my name?" And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the 

place Peniel, saying, "For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved." 31 The sun rose 

upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 Responsive Psalm  Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes to the hills—  

 from where will my help come? 

My help comes from the LORD,  

 who made heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot be moved;  

 he who keeps you will not slumber. 

He who keeps Israel  

 will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The LORD is your keeper;  

 the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 

The sun shall not strike you by day,  

 nor the moon by night. 

The LORD will keep you from all evil;  

 he will keep your life. 

The LORD will keep  

 your going out and your coming in  

 from this time on and forevermore. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation                     “Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go” ELW Page 151 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 



The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

* Gospel  Luke 18:1-8 

1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2 He said, 

"In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3 In that city 

there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, 'Grant me justice against my opponent.' 4 For 

a while he refused; but later he said to himself, 'Though I have no fear of God and no respect for any-

one, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear 

me out by continually coming.'" 6 And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will 

not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping 

them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he 

find faith on earth?" 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

   Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                            K.R.O.P. (Keep Right On Praying)                Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                           “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” ELW #729 vs. 1, 2, 3 

The church of Christ, in ev'ry age 

beset by change, but Spirit-led, 

must claim and test its heritage 

and keep on rising from the dead. 
 

Across the world, across the street, 

the victims of injustice cry 

for shelter and for bread to eat, 

and never live before they die. 
 

Then let the servant church arise, 

a caring church that longs to be 

a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 

and clothed in Christ's humanity. 

 Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 

 Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188  

 Music: William Knapp, 1698-1768 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 CCLI #1664009  #20540802   

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                         hear our prayer. 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                              “We Are an Offering” ELW #692 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, 

we give to you, we give to you.  We lift our voices, 

we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering, we are an offering.  

   Text and music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 

   Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. 

   All rights reserved.  Used by Permission 

   CCLI #1664009  #20540802  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 



* Offertory Prayer 

Gracious God, 

in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 

and make us ready to share with all in need; 

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.  Amen. 

* Great Thanksgiving ELW Page 152 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Christ invites you to this table. 

Come, taste and see. 

* Agnus Dei                                                    “Lamb of God” ELW Page 154 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 Distribution 

The body of Christ, given for you 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 Communion Music                         Felix Mendelssohn: “O Rest in the Lord” from “Elijah” 

  arr. Gerrit W. Lamain 

* Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

God of the abundant table, 

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 

with bread for the journey. 

Give us your grace on the road 

that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 



◙ 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

God, who gives life to all things 

and frees us from despair, 

bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

guide you always in faith, hope, and love.  Amen. 

* Closing Hymn                           “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” ELW #545 

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing, 

fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

let us each, your love possessing, 

triumph in redeeming grace. 

Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us, 

trav'ling through this wilderness. 
 

Thanks we give and adoration 

for your gospel's joyful sound. 

May the fruits of your salvation 

in our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, ever faithful 

to your truth may we be found. 
 

Savior, when your love shall call us 

from our struggling pilgrim way, 

let no fear of death appall us, 

glad your summons to obey. 

May we ever, may we ever 

reign with you in endless day. 

 Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; 

 Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt. 

 Music: Sicilian, 18th cent. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Prelude                                       Beneditto Marcello: “Psalm 19 (The Heavens Declare)” 

  arr. Gerrit W. Lamain 

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year: 

 Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament. 

 Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25) 

 Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations. 

 The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative. 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer” 
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Rich Rabanus, Betsy Anderson, Joyce Johnson, Barbara Brutger, 

Dorrie Trombley, Dale Johnson, Andy Kluznik, Laura Walsh (Snider), 

Bill Coomer, Ken Ericson, Jr. & Family, Mary, Lena, Glen, Jim, Bill and Paula (Gieser). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Jessica, Jason and Willow Perreault, 

Allen, Mario and Aurora Benjamin and Cindy Ricketts, 

Michael and Lynne Smeby, Wayne and Joyce Taylor, 

Kenneth and Patricia Wellen. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota 

LSS expresses the love of Christ for all people through service that inspires 

hope, changes lives, and builds community. 

  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,  

Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid. 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
In Loving Memory of Rick Lopez, 

husband, father, grandfather, son and friend. 

Given by Janis Lopez and Family 
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