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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Worship Service

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Reflection on “Be the Centre”

Welcome
Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.

* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection
Faithful God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace
and go our own ways.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
Faith Statements
Nara Anderson
-2 Samuel 14:14
“We must all die; we are like spilled on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again.
But God will not take away life, and he devises means so that the banished one will not
remain an outcast.

Ben Dyleuth

Dylan Donahue
-Psalm 31:5
“Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God.”
* Hymn
In my wrestling and in my doubts
In my failures You won't walk out
Your great love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea
You are the peace in my troubled sea

“My Lighthouse”

Chris Lewellyn, Gareth Gilkeson

In the silence, You won't let go
In the questions, Your truth will hold
Your great love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea
You are the peace in my troubled sea
My lighthouse, my lighthouse
Shining in the darkness. I will follow You
My lighthouse, my lighthouse
I will trust the promise
You will carry me safe to shore
CCLI Song # 7002032
Chris Llewellyn | Gareth Gilkeson
© 2013 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1664009

Faith Statements
Alexandra Frid
-Psalm 37:5
“God has a reason for allowing things to happen.
We may never understand his wisdom,
but we simply have to trust his will.
Chance Gillman
-Ephesians 6:10-11
“Finally be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.
Put on the whole armor of God so that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.”
* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise.
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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* Prayer of the Day
Lord of the feast,
you have prepared a table before all peoples
and poured out your life with abundance.
Call us again to your banquet.
Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure,
and transform us into a people
of righteousness and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Philippians 4:1-9
1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, my beloved. 2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.
3 Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me
in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in
the book of life. 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known
to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, beloved,
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about
these things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in
me, and the God of peace will be with you.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Sermon
Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Faith Statements
Mitchell Gillman
-Timothy 11:14
“Do not neglect the gift that is in you which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on
hands of the council of elders.”
Allison Henning
-Joshua 1:9
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”
Hymn
Jesus, be the centre
Be my source, be my light
Jesus

“Be the Centre”

Michael Frye

Jesus, be the centre
Be my hope, be my song
Jesus
Be the fire in my heart
Be the wind in these sails
Be the reason that I live
Jesus, Jesus
Jesus, be my vision
Be my path, be my guide, Jesus
CCLI Song # 2650429
Michael Frye
© 1999 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook))
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1664009

Faith Statements
Kimberlee Kieser
-1 Peter 5:7
“Casting all your anxieties on him/her, because he/she cares for you.”
Lucas Larson
-Joshua 1:9
“Be strong and courageous.
Do not be frightened or dismayed, for the LORD your God
is with you wherever you go.”
* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” ELW 752
Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773;
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.
We invite you to share the peace with those with you
and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on our Facebook page.
Text someone you care about.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
and ﬁll to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

ELW #184

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773: ONE LIICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
Come to the banquet table
where Christ gives himself as food and drink.

Communion is Received

ELW Page 112

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
“Lamb of God”
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

ELW Page 146

* Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, gracious God,
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ.
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,
into your beloved vineyard
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst,
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
Mothering God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.
Faith Statements
Olivia Molumby
-Psalm 9:9-10
“The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.
And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O Lord,
have not forsaken those who seek you.”
Zachary Molumby
-Luke 12:22
“He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear.’ ”
Hymn
Bless the Lord oh my soul
Oh my soul
Worship His Holy name
Sing like never before
Oh my soul
I'll worship Your Holy name

“10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)”

The sun comes up
It's a new day dawning
It's time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass
And whatever lies before me
Let me be singing
When the evening come
You're rich in love
And You're slow to anger
Your name is great
And Your heart is kind

Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman

For all Your goodness
I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons
For my heart to find
Bless the Lord oh my soul
Oh my soul
Worship His Holy name
Sing like never before
Oh my soul
I'll worship Your Holy name
CCLI Song # 6016351
Jonas Myrin | Matt Redman
© 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1664009

Faith Statement
Anna Wilson
-1 John 4:16
“And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love.
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.
* Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Celebration of “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)”
◙

Ben Dyleuth

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week: Ann, Dorothy, Sara, Dorrie, Helen,
Kay, Bernice, Betty, Steve, Ann, John.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:
Darleen, Guy, Ken and Pat, Yvonne, Dane, Darcy, Donnie, Peter, Eveline and Jackson.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in
our prayers. This week we offer prayers for Neighbors Inc. Neighbors is a non-profit social-service
agency located in South St. Paul, providing emergency assistance and supportive assistance programs to
low-income community members in the northern Dakota County communities of Inver Grove Heights,
South St. Paul, West St. Paul, Mendota Heights, Mendota, Sunfish Lake and Lilydale.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo,
Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military: Ben, Nick, Jett, Jeremy, Matthew, Sam,
Troy, Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter D. J., Christopher, Gene, Sam, Andrew. (Please help us keep our military
member listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is
placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.
Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Our condolences to the Family and friends of Georgia Adkins.

Georgia passed away Monday, September 28. A celebration of Georgia’s life will be held at
St Stephen’s on Friday, October 16 at 11am. COVID protocols will be followed—mask wearing
and social distancing. Attendance capacity limited.
May God’s promise of peace that passes all understanding
bring comfort to all.

Today’s Altar Flowers
In Honor of our 2020 Confirmands
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a
future with hope. - Jeremiah 29:11
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