
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Service with Communion 

Worship October 10, 2021  9:30 a.m. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude              “Fantasia for the 84th Psalm (How lovely Is They Dwelling Place)” 

  Jan Zwart, 1877-1937 

  Public Domain 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose teaching is life, 

whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.  Amen. 

 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Hymn                                                   “Gather Us In” ELW #532 vs. 1, 4 

Here in this place the new light is streaming, 

now is the darkness vanished away; 

see in this space our fears and our dreamings 

brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
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Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

not in some heaven, light years away— 

here in this place the new light is shining, 

now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 

Gather us in and hold us forever, 

gather us in and make us your own; 

gather us in, all peoples together, 

fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

 Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 Kyrie  ELW Page 147-148 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  Amen.  

 Hymn of Praise                                “This is the Feast of Victory” ELW Page 149-150 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 



 Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and ever-living God, 

increase in us your gift of faith,  

that, forsaking what lies behind  

and reaching out to what lies ahead,  

we may follow the way of your commandments 

and receive the crown of everlasting joy,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Hebrews 4:12-16 

12 Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it  

divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the 

heart. 13 And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one 

to whom we must render an account. 14 Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed 

through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15 For we do not have a 

high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect 

has been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with bold-

ness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 90:12-17 

So teach us to count our days  

 that we may gain a wise heart. 

Turn, O LORD! How long?  

 Have compassion on your servants! 

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,  

 so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us,  

 and as many years as we have seen evil. 

Let your work be manifest to your servants,  

 and your glorious power to their children. 

Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us,  

 and prosper for us the work of our hands—  

O prosper the work of our hands! 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation            ELW Page 151 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Mark 10:17-31 

17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, "Good 

Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 18 Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No 

one is good but God alone. 19 You know the commandments: 'You shall not murder; You shall not 

commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor 

your father and mother.'" 20 He said to him, "Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth." 21 Jesus, 

looking at him, loved him and said, "You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to 

the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." 22 When he heard this, he was 

shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 23 Then Jesus looked around and said 

to his disciples, "How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" 24 And 

the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how hard it is to 

enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for  

someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." 26 They were greatly astounded and said to one 

another, "Then who can be saved?" 27 Jesus looked at them and said, "For mortals it is impossible,  



but not for God; for God all things are possible." 28 Peter began to say to him, "Look, we have left  

everything and followed you." 29 Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good 

news, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers 

and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are 

first will be last, and the last will be first." 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                                “Take My Life, That I May Be” ELW#685 vs. 1, 5, 6 

Take my life, that I may be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days; 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

Take my will and make it thine, 

it shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart, it is thine own, 

it shall be thy royal throne.  
 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour  

at thy feet its treasure store; 

take myself, and I will be 

ever, only, all for thee. 

 Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt. 

 Music: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  

   Public Domain 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                              hear our prayer.    
                       

O shelter me, O shelter me: 

The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 

O shelter me, O shelter me: 

All will be well if only you will shelter me. 
 

   “Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain) 

   Text and music ©  2020, GIA Publications, Inc. 

   All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under  

   ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.   

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                                “We Are an Offering” ELW #692 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, 

we give to you, we give to you.  We lift our voices, 

we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering, we are an offering.  

   Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. 

   All rights reserved.  Used by Permission 

   CCLI #1664009  #20540802  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 



 Offertory Prayer 

God of abundance, 

you cause streams to break forth in the desert 

and manna to rain from the heavens. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us. 

Unite them with the offering of our lives 

to nourish the world you love so dearly; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 Words of Institution 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 Invitation to Communion 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

 Prayer after Communion 

Lord of life, 

in the gift of your body and blood 

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 

bearing witness to the abundance of your love 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

 Blessing 

People of God, 

you are Christ’s body, 

bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 Hymn                                             “God of Grace and God of Glory” ELW #705 vs. 1, 2 

God of grace and God of glory, 

on your people pour your pow'r; 

crown your ancient church's story; 

bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 
 



Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us 

free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days, 

 Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969 

 Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  Public Domain 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace.  

The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                   “Toccata for the 146th Psalm (Hallelujah, Praise the Lord, O My Soul)” 

  Jan Zwart, 1877-1937 

  Public Domain 

◙ 

To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either 
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday 

Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall 

or call the church office at 651-457-6541. 

Cost for two bouquets is $29.50 

Thank you! 

 

**All Sundays in October are available** 

Gerrit's Notes:  

Jan Zwart 1877-1937 may well be called "The father of Dutch Church music". He is 
credited with reviving interest in the music of Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck, and was 
the first Dutch organist to present weekly radio broadcasts of organ concerts. From 
1898 to the end of his life he played the famous Vater Muller organ in the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in Amsterdam. (An organ with over 4,000 pipes) Several of Jan 
Zwart's sons as well as his grandsons went on to become famous organists. He was 
also a gifted teacher. One of his most famous pupils was Feike Asma, my musical 
inspiration. 
 

In addition to being an organist of renown, he was also a composer of liturgical  
organ music. His composition style leans heavily in the Romantic tradition. Both of 
today's pieces as well as a Fantasia on "A Mighty Fortress is our God" (to be played 
on Sunday October 31) are splendid examples of his craftsmanship. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday


Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week: Diane, Rick, Merwin, Laura, Dorothy, Oliver, Brian. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

Mike, Charlene, Trevor, Shae and Seringa, Conway, Bryan, Christine and Chloe, Gregory and Bonnie, 

Cindy, Alan, Mario and Aurora. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our Sunday offerings this week we offer prayers  

for our brothers and sisters in Christ sharing the Good News in our community and beyond through the ministries of 

Luther Seminary. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim, Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary, Sam, Troy, Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter D. J., Donald, Christopher, Gene, 

Sam, Andrew, Lindsey. (Please help us keep our military member listing up to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible 

or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is 

needed. 

Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     
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