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Welcome to the Season of Epiphany ...  

On January 6, we celebrate the Festival of the Epiphany, when the Magi (Three Kings) were led to 

Bethlehem and to the Christ Child by the light of a star. As demonstrated and carried over by the 

star that led the Magi, this is the season of light. In the season of Epiphany, we 

recognize the manifestation or appearance of God in Jesus Christ, to us as the 

risen Christ in our world. We see how Jesus fulfilled his destiny and consider 

how we as His Followers can fulfill ours. We are enlightened. We open ourselves 

up to the experience of spiritual epiphanies.  

 

Celebration of the Festival of the Epiphany draws the Christmas season to a 

close with the Magi following a star to the Christ Child's manger. The season of 

Epiphany opens with the celebration of the Baptism of our Lord. God declares 

Jesus as his beloved Son, and reveals his Glory to us throughout the season. 

The season of Epiphany follows for the next eight weeks, culminating on the Sunday of the 

Transfiguration (February 28), when Jesus on the mountain top reveals his full heavenly radiance 

and glory to his disciples.   

 

In this season, light is continually referred to, and grows brighter as each week passes, much like 

our days in the year.  We will sing songs and hear words that reference this growing light, His 

Glory, in our worship lives. The liturgical setting for this season is Setting Two in the ELW (red 

hymnal) and was composed by Marty Haugen, a local Twin Cities Lutheran liturgical musician.   

While this setting may be new to many, we will use it and celebrate it for the next eight weeks as 

part of our Sunday liturgy.    

 

Celebrate the Light.  Celebrate the Glory. 

Celebrate Jesus Christ, our Light of our World. 

Amen. 
 

Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                        Introduction to Kyrie and Hymn of Praise—Setting Two, ELW 

   Bryon Dockter 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Thanksgiving for Baptism  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 
 

Just as God’s work of creation never ends, 

so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every day. 

Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: 

for water to bathe in, water to drink, 

for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder, 

for water that gives life to our planet. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: 

for water from our tap, for rain and snow, 

for all local water sources—Mississippi, Minnesota and St. Croix Rivers 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
 

We give you thanks for your salvation through water: 

for delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, 

for leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, 

for preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, 

for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, 

for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 

We give your thanks for your salvation through water. 
 

We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized, 

and for all who gather here; 

for godparents and baptismal sponsors, 

for children and grandchildren, 

for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound. 

We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized. 
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Baptism of Our Lord 

Worship Service with Holy Communion 
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s children,  
the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we “pass through the  

waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the 
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We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: 

for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters, 

for our new birth into a life of freedom and service, 

for our calling to be your people, 

sent out for the life of the world. 

We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity 

now and forever. Amen. 

 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Hymn                                                “As With Gladness Men of Old” ELW #302 vs. 1-3 

As with gladness men of old 

did the guiding star behold; 

as with joy they hailed its light, 

leading onward, beaming bright; 

so, most gracious Lord, may we 

evermore be led by thee. 
 

As with joyful steps they sped, 

Savior, to thy lowly bed, 

there to bend the knee before 

thee, whom heav'n and earth adore; 

so may we with willing feet 

ever seek thy mercy seat. 
 

As they offered gifts most rare 

at thy cradle, rude and bare, 

so may we with holy joy, 

pure and free from sin's alloy, 

all our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to thee, our heav'nly king. 

 Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. 

 Music: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  Public Domain 

* Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Kyrie  ELW Page 120 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

Amen.  



* Hymn of Praise                                “This is the Feast of Victory” ELW Page 122 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

* Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, 

you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit 

and revealed him as your beloved Son.  

Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit 

faithful in your service,  

that we may rejoice to be called children of God,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Isaiah 43:1-7 

But now thus says the LORD,  

he who created you, O Jacob, 

he who formed you, O Israel:  

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;  

 I have called you by name, you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;  

 and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;  

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,  

 and the flame shall not consume you. 

For I am the LORD your God,  

 the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

I give Egypt as your ransom,  

 Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

Because you are precious in my sight,  

 and honored, and I love you,  

I give people in return for you,  

 nations in exchange for your life. 

Do not fear, for I am with you;  

 I will bring your offspring from the east,  

 and from the west I will gather you; 

I will say to the north, "Give them up,"  

 and to the south, "Do not withhold;  

bring my sons from far away  

 and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

everyone who is called by my name,  

 whom I created for my glory,  

 whom I formed and made." 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 



 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 29 

Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,  

 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name;  

 worship the LORD in holy splendor. 

The voice of the LORD is over the waters;  

 the God of glory thunders,  

 the LORD, over mighty waters. 

The voice of the LORD is powerful;  

 the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;  

 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,  

 and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 

The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;  

 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl,  

 and strips the forest bare;  

 and in his temple all say, "Glory!" 

The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;  

 the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 

May the LORD give strength to his people!  

 May the LORD bless his people with peace! 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation                                           “Alleluia” Page 124 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 

whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; 

but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his thresh-

ing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, 

the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 

voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                               “Crashing Waters at Creation” ELW#455 vs. 1, 3, 4 

Crashing waters at creation, 

ordered by the Spirit's breath, 

first to witness day's beginning 

from the brightness of night's death: 
 

Cleansing water once at Jordan 

closed around the one foretold, 

opened to reveal the glory 

ever new and ever old. 
 



Living water, never ending, 

quench the thirst and flood the soul. 

Wellspring, source of life eternal, 

drench our dryness, make us whole.  
 

 Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 

 Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

 www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. Music: attr. Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716; 

 adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876. All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                    hear our prayer.    
                       

   ELW#721 Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil - Instrumental 

 Music: John L. Bell, b. 1949. Music © 1996 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 

   All rights reserved.  Used with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

   ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                           “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW #182 

 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

 and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

 that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

 Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 

 unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

 Grace our table with your presence, 

 and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923 All rights reserved.  Used by Permission under 

   AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Offertory Prayer 

Blessed are you, O God, 

Sovereign of the universe. 

You offer us new beginnings 

and guide us on our journey. 

Lead us to your table, 

nourish us with this heavenly food, 

and prepare us to carry your love 

to a hungry world, 

in the name of Christ our light. 

Amen. 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Come to God’s table. 

There is a place for you and enough for all. 



* Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

                                                                “Spirit of Gentleness” ELW#396 vs. 1, 4 

Refrain 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness calling and free; 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 

and over the eons you called to each thing: 

"Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings."  Refrain 
 

You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 

From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 

our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 

 Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940 

 Text © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 Music: James K. Manley. All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364; 

 CCLI #1664009  #20540802 

 Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, gracious God, 

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 

Send us to bring good news 

and to proclaim your favor to all, 

strengthened with the richness of your grace 

in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 

who rejoices over you, 

and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 

today and forever. 

Amen. 

* Hymn                                     “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” ELW #304 vs. 1, 2, 4 

Christ, when for us you were baptized, 

God's Spirit on you came, 

as peaceful as a dove, and yet 

as urgent as a flame, 

as urgent as a flame. 
 

God called you, "My beloved Son"; 

you are God's servant true, 

sent to proclaim the reign of heav'n, 

God's holy will to do, 

God's holy will to do. 
 

Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord; 

your cross on us be signed, 

that likewise in God's service we 

may perfect freedom find, 

may perfect freedom find. 



Leaders in Today’s Service 

 

Presiding Pastor ................................................................ The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D 

Preaching Pastor ......................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider 

Director of Worship ..................................................................................... Bryon Dockter 

Song Leaders ..................................... Mary Jo Martinek, Chris Martinek, Hannah Ruikka 

Lectors..................................................................................... Beth Hostager, Abby Vavra 

Communications and Media Coordinator................................................. Garrett Masters 

Audio Visual Ministry ..................................................................................Norm Goetzke 

Altar Guild ................................................................................................ Mary Jo Martinek 

Prayer Chain .......... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson 

Outdoor Street Sign .................................................................................... Jerry Thoreson 

To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either 
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday 

Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall 

or call the church office at 651-457-6541. 

Cost for two bouquets is $40.00 

Thank you! 

 Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt. 

 Text © 1985 Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing Incorporated.  

 Music: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364. 

* Dismissal 

Go with Christ into a weary world. 

Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                      Celebration on “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” Bryon Dockter 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday


 

We offer our deepest condolences to  

Garrett Masters and family 

on the death of his grandmother, Barb Masters 

on December 31, 2021. 

 

In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in  

God’s promise of life everlasting.   

Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Philip Dahl, Bryon Dockter, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Bev Evans, 

Rich Rabanus, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel, 

Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider), Barbara Parker (Saari), 

Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Lauren Bjerke (Martinek), Vicki Votel (Gralish). 

Gene and Holly Masters (Masters), Shelley Paulak (Van Pelt). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

John, Jaclyn, Lucy, Nora and Emma Schaefer 

Cheryl Millard, Deborah Ellis, Barbara Miller, Evelyn Elam 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Luther Seminary 

their mission and vision statements include educating leaders 

for Christian communities called and sent by the Holy Spirit 

to witness to salvation through Jesus Christ and to serve in God’s world. 

Called by the Holy Spirit to lead faithful innovation for 

the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ in a rapidly changing world. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities,  

and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,  

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,  

Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member  

listing up to date. Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 



Senior Pastor John Snider  |  Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     

 

We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations 

with respect to our use of copyright-protected works. 
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