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Here's something to get you thinking about today’s sermon… 

The four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John tell the story of Jesus in  

different ways but with some things in common. All four include Jesus' crucifixion 

and resurrection of course, as well as his triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Only 

three record the Last Supper though, and The Lord's Prayer appears only in two! 

In this Sunday's reading, we'll hear the story of Jesus' baptism which also appears 

in all four gospels. What is it in this story that you think the gospel writers felt was 

so important that they all decided to include it?  What's important about the 

story to you? 

THANK YOU!  
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

for your completed and submitted 2023 inten-

tions, special Christmas gifts, Winterware for  

Garlough and Moreland school children and 

Christmas Eve food donations!  Over 222 pounds 

of food was collected and delivered to the Food 

Shelf at Neighbor’s Inc. (Thanks to elf, Merrill 

Zieman for delivering.) and all the coats, hats, 

mittens and boots are being enjoyed by the 

school children just in time for our recent snow. 

(Thanks to elf, Vicki Jackson for delivering.) 2023 

is off to a good start because of you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Saint Paul Area Synod Took Kit for Congregational 

Leaders and Conference Assemblies will be held  

together again this year at Shepherd of the Valley on 

Saturday, Feb. 25.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 

all council, staff, committee members, and all church 

leaders to bolster leadership through workshops and 

networking.  More detailed information can be found 

on the Synod website or pick up an informational 

copy at the Connection Center.  Please notify the 

church office if you would like to be registered to  

attend. 

SUNDAY Open Forum  
10:30-11:20 a.m. in the Lounge 

We entered our new church year on November 

27th.  This year our gospel readings will be primar-

ily from the gospel of Matthew.  Join Pastor John 

today in the Open Forum as he shares insights as 

to what we can expect during this upcoming 

year as we see life through the eyes of Matthew. 

 

Next week we will welcome Dr. Jeremy Myers 

from Augsburg University as he shares with us 

about the University’s Innovation Hub.  As a  

response to our Ministry Result Area of 

“Connecting to Our Neighborhood Through  

Service” we hope to work with Augsburg and a 

cohort of other congregations in exploring our 

faithful response to this goal.  Dr. Myers will also 

be leading our Council/Staff retreat on January 

21. 

 

On Sunday, January 22 The Rev. Kelly Chapman 

will be joining us during worship as a guest 

preacher and facilitating our Open Forum. 
 

There will not be an Open Forum on January 29th 

please plan to attend the Annual Congregation-

al Meeting. 

SAVE THE DATE | Sunday, January 29, 2023  

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING—The year in 

review.  we will gather for St Stephen’s annual  

congregational meeting after worship approximately 

10:40 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Members will be able to 

attend in-person or online via Zoom.  Your participa-

tion is vital—we need your support, vote, and would 

love to see you even if it’s via the internet.  

FRIENDLY REMINDER: Committee Chairs and Staff your 

Annual Reports are due in the office by end of day, 

NEXT Sunday, January 15th. Early submissions are  

welcomed.  Please email to jan@ststephenswsp.org.  

Thank you!  PS—pictures and also welcome! 

Council/Staff Retreat 
Saturday, January 21—9am-1pm. 
Council and church staff retreat with 

the Leadership of Rev. Dr. Jeremy Myers.  Lunch will 

be provided. 



FIRST SATURDAY 
OF THE MONTH Ÿ 

9-11AM 
February 4 
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We meet 

every other 

Friday  

at  

Gallagher’s 

888 Ohio 

Street, West 

St Paul 
 

Join us Friday January 13th | 8-9 a.m.  
 

All Men are welcome  

and encouraged 

 to attend. 

 

MEN’S  
BREAKFAST 

 

 

   ● faith ● food ● fellowship  

Grand Opening—Neighbor’s Inc. Financial Empowerment Center 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023  Open house from 4:30-6:00pm 
 

Enjoy food and refreshments and see how their space has been updated to improve financial well being in 

our community.  Following the open house all will gather in the food shelf to watch Spent: Looking for 

Change and engage in conversation around how Neighbors supports people in need (6pm-7:15pm). 

Please RSVP online at https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?

id=NhSMJ41mskWIxJWem1RG0WHDgRHqUdNDo3vQPKipEXFUQkJLVDdCNU05MURGTkpHVlRSVkFOQVFGUi4u 

Augsburg University’s 2023 Winter Centered Life Series 
ReCentering to Claim Our Call for Today 

Wednesdays from Noon-1:15 PM via Zoom (Jan. 25, Feb. 1, 8, 15)  Cost: Free of charge 
 

In the changed reality that the pandemic has created, we are challenged to re-center ourselves.  Join the 

group as they explore the question, “How do we go about the task of re-centering so that we can claim our 

calling for a ‘today’ that is in many ways a stranger to us?” 
 

Each session of this series will draw on an aspect of reflective practice and esxperiential education that is 

central to an Augsburg education.  For more information and the register please see the Centered Life web-

site at this address https://www.augsburg.edu/centeredlife/.  Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity—sign up 

now. 
 

Session topics will be: January 25 Journey map: your life’s timeline.  February 1 Reflecting on life experiences 

as a way to learn and re-center.  February 8 Mentors and coaches: how they shape us and how we shape 

others.  February 15 Re-centering our sense of call after disruption. 

Thank You for your Support! 
 

By Mail  |  Online thru St Stephen’s website  |  GIVE+Text (Text 844-907-2702)  |  Vanco Mobile App 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Intentionally connecting to God, each other and the world through love and service. 

 

Winter is here! The St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible 

 to receive their COVID-19 boosters and flu shots. This is our best chance to create a safe environment 

for all at St. Stephen’s and in the community.  Check in with your health care provider or pharmacy 

to find out how and when you can get your COVID-19 booster or flu shot.  Love thy neighbor, love thyself!   

Mark your calendars NOW  

for Tuesday, January 10 
 

Please join our Loaves & Fishes team  

at St. Matt’s on Tuesday, January 10. 

We serve the second Tuesday of the month.  Many vol-

unteer opportunities are available.   
 

St. Matt’s is located at 510 Hall Ave,  St Paul.  Volunteer 

opportunities include: Food Prep 3:30pm, Serving 5-6pm 

and Clean up 6-6:45pm. Please use our SignUp Genius 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944afaf23abfb6-

ststephens or contact Marti Bonk at 651-303-6284 to  

volunteer.  Thank you! 

Meeting Reminder 
Church Council Meeting 

Wednesday 

January 18 

7:15 p.m. 

 

See you there! 

We have been very encouraged by the  

response to our expenses in 2022.  Thank you to 

those able to make additional offerings.  The 

numbers are still being worked with.  Look for a 

report soon. It’s not too late if you haven’t com-

pleted and returned your 2023 intention card. 
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