
Sunday, January 8, 2023 - 9:30 a.m. 



Today’s Service Notes 
 

This service is being video recorded, live-streamed 

and archived on our Facebook page. 
 

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15 

Please check their schedule for viewing times 

https://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch15 
 

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand. 

Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.   
 

St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID 

boosters and flu shots.  This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at St. 

Stephen’s and in the community.  In addition, the current policy of St. Stephen’s is masks 

are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included.  However if you feel more  

comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude    

 Welcome 

 Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, 

the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Baptism of Our Lord 
First Sunday after Epiphany 

Worship with Holy Communion 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills 
all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the 
waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our 
baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. [Reprinted with permis-

sion: Sunday and Seasons © 2022 Augsburg Fortress] 



* Gathering Hymn                            “God, Whose Almighty Word” ELW #673 vs. 1, 3, 4  

God, whose almighty word 

chaos and darkness heard 

and took their flight: 

hear us, we humbly pray, 

and where the gospel day 

sheds not its glorious ray, 

let there be light. 
 

Spirit of truth and love, 

life-giving, holy dove, 

speed forth your flight; 

move on the water's face 

bearing the lamp of grace, 

and in earth's darkest place 

let there be light. 
 

Holy and blessed three, 

glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might: 

boundless as ocean's tide, 

rolling in fullest pride, 

through the earth, far and wide, 

let there be light. 

 Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt. 

 Music: Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain 

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Kyrie                                                          ELW Page 138 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God. 

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

* Hymn of Praise                        ELW Page 140 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 



Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

* Prayer of the Day 

O God our Father,  

at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son  

and anointed him with the Holy Spirit.  

Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling 

to be your daughters and sons,  

and empower us all with your Spirit,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Isaiah 42:1-9 

1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold,  

 my chosen, in whom my soul delights;  

I have put my spirit upon him;  

 he will bring forth justice to the nations.  

2 He will not cry or lift up his voice,  

 or make it heard in the street;  

3 a bruised reed he will not break,  

 and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;  

 he will faithfully bring forth justice.  

4 He will not grow faint or be crushed  

 until he has established justice in the earth;  

 and the coastlands wait for his teaching.  

5 Thus says God, the LORD,  

 who created the heavens and stretched them out,  

 who spread out the earth and what comes from it,  

who gives breath to the people upon it  

 and spirit to those who walk in it:  

6 I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness,  

 I have taken you by the hand and kept you;  

I have given you as a covenant to the people,  

 a light to the nations,  

 7 to open the eyes that are blind,  

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,  

 from the prison those who sit in darkness.  

8 I am the LORD, that is my name;  

 my glory I give to no other,  

 nor my praise to idols.  

9 See, the former things have come to pass,  

 and new things I now declare;  

before they spring forth,  

 I tell you of them. 



Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Second Reading  Acts 10:34-43 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every 

nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message 

he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message 

spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he 

did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised 

him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 

God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us 

to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and 

the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 

of sins through his name." 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation           ELW Page 142 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Matthew 3:13-17 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have  

prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 15 But Jesus answered 

him, "Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consent-

ed. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 

were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And 

a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased." 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon  Pastor Tim 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                               “Crashing Waters at Creation” ELW #455 

Crashing waters at creation, 

ordered by the Spirit's breath, 

first to witness day's beginning 

from the brightness of night's death: 
 

Parting water stood and trembled 

as the captives passed on through, 

washing off the chains of bondage—  

channel to a life made new. 
 

Cleansing water once at Jordan 

closed around the one foretold, 

opened to reveal the glory 

ever new and ever old. 
 

Living water, never ending, 

quench the thirst and flood the soul. 

Wellspring, source of life eternal, 

drench our dryness, make us whole.  

 Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993. Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 

 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. 

 Music: attr. Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716; adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364  



* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                 hear our prayer.                      

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [An invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

                                                         “Jesus, the Light of the World” ACS 914 vs. 1, 2 

Hark! the herald angels sing, Jesus, the Light of the world; 

"Glory to the newborn king," Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 

Refrain 

We'll walk in the light, beautiful light, 

come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright. 

Shine all around us by day and by night, 

Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; Jesus, the Light of the world; 

join the triumph of the skies; Jesus, the Light of the world.  Refrain 

   Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, stanzas; George D. Elderkin, 1845-1928, refrain 

 Music: Traditional; arr. George D. Elderkin 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

 Offertory Prayer 

Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 

* Great Thanksgiving ELW Page 144 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

* Agnus Dei                                                    “Lamb of God” ELW Page 146 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 



 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

 Communion Music                                “Spirit of Gentleness” ELW #396 

Refrain 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness calling and free; 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 

and over the eons you called to each thing: 

"Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings."  Refrain 
 

You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 

and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 

and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 

then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.  Refrain 
 

You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 

then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 

and down in the city you called once again, 

when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.  Refrain 
 

You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 

From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 

our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 

 Text and Music: James K. Manley, b. 1940 

 Text © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773,  

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.  CCLI #1664009  #20540802   

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthens you and keeps you in his grace 

today, tomorrow and forever.  Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 

Amen. 

* Hymn                                       “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” ELW #445 

Wash O God our sons and daughters, where your cleansing waters flow. 

Number them among your people; bless as Christ blessed long ago. 

Weave them garments bright and sparkling; compass them with love and light. 

Fill, anoint them; send Your Spirit, holy dove and heart's delight. 
 

We who bring them long for nurture; by your milk may we be fed. 

Let us join your feast, partaking cup of blessing, living bread. 

God, renew us, guide our footsteps; free from sin and all its snares, 

One with Christ in living, dying, by your Spirit, children, heirs. 
 



Oh, how deep your holy wisdom! Unimagined, all your ways! 

To your name be glory, honor!  With our lives we worship praise! 

We Your people stand before you, water washed and Spirit-born 

By Your grace, our lives we offer. Recreate us; God transform! 

 

 CCLI Song # 4593474  Ruth C. Duck 

 © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace. Follow in the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

◙ 



        Jesus said …   

     “My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer” 
 

     Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Rich Rabanus, Joyce Johnson, Jim Packer, Nancy Lynn, Chuck Frid,  

Dorrie Trombley, Dwayne Oberg, Laura Walsh (Snider), Theresa Lopez, Peg Snider (Snider),  

The Lee Family (Snider), Benjamin Hills and Family (Shoemaker), 

Brandon and Jasmine (Saari), Kevin Ericson, Jr.  
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Andy, Jessica and Marie Johnson, Bonnie Anderson, 

Keith, Noelle, Raegan and Camryn Nederhoed, John Stai, Phyllis Elmquist. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Lutheran Campus Ministry. 

A ministry grounded in Christ, guided by the values of hospitality,  

service, justice, integrity and curiosity. Operating on university campuses 

throughout the country bringing together like minded individuals to share God’s word. 

  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, 

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed.  

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. 

We hope that this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. 

All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office 

if additional time is needed. 

 

We offer our deepest sincere condolences 

to The Meyer Family on the recent death of Margaret’s mom, Barbara Creevy. 

A memorial service will be planned for a date later in the year. 

 

In the midst of sorrow may all find comfort in  

God’s promise of life everlasting.   



We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations 

with respect to our use of copyright-protected works. 
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Preaching Pastor .................................................................................... The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D 

Director of Worship .......................................................................................................... Bryon Dockter 

Song Leaders .......................................................................................................... The Worship Chorus 

Lector .............................................................................................................................. Christine Davis 
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Today’s Altar Flowers 
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