
Sunday, January 29, 2023 - 9:30 a.m. 



Today’s Service Notes 
 

This service is being video recorded, live-streamed 

and archived on our Facebook page. 
 

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15 

Please check their schedule for viewing times 

https://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch15 
 

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand. 

Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.   
 

St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID 

boosters and flu shots.  This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at St. 

Stephen’s and in the community.  In addition, the current policy of St. Stephen’s is masks 

are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included.  However if you feel more  

comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                                                “Largo” George Frideric Handel 

   1685-1759 

 Welcome 

 Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, 

the sign that is marked at baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Worship with Holy Communion 

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the 
meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. 
In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and serving. [Reprinted with  

permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2022 Augsburg Fortress] 



* Gathering Hymn                               “Dearest Jesus, at Thy Word” ELW #520 vs. 1, 3, 4  

Dearest Jesus, at your word 

we have come again to hear you; 

let our thoughts and hearts be stirred 

and in glowing faith be near you 

as the promises here given 

draw us wholly up to heaven. 
 

Radiance of God's glory bright, 

Light of light from God proceeding, 

Jesus, send your blessed light; 

help our hearing, speaking, heeding, 

that our prayers and songs may please you, 

as with grateful hearts we praise you. 
 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

praise to you and adoration! 

Grant us what we need the most: 

all your gospel's consolation 

while we here on earth await you, 

till in heav'n with praise we greet you. 

 

 Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, 

 st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt. 

 Music: Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673. All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain  

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Kyrie                                                          ELW Page 138 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world,  

for the well-being of the church of God. 

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house,  

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

* Hymn of Praise                        ELW Page 140 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 



Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

* Prayer of the Day 

Holy God, 

you confound the world’s wisdom 

in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart.  

Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice,  

and perseverance in striving for peace,  

that in our words and deeds 

the world may see the life of your Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 First Reading  Micah 6:1-8 

Hear what the LORD says:  

 Rise, plead your case before the mountains,  

 and let the hills hear your voice.  

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD,  

 and you enduring foundations of the earth;  

for the LORD has a controversy with his people,  

 and he will contend with Israel.  

"O my people, what have I done to you?  

 In what have I wearied you? Answer me!  

For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,  

 and redeemed you from the house of slavery;  

and I sent before you Moses,  

 Aaron, and Miriam.  

O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,  

 what Balaam son of Beor answered him,  

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,  

 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD."  

"With what shall I come before the LORD,  

 and bow myself before God on high?  

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,  

 with calves a year old?  

Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,  

 with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,  

 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?"  

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;  

 and what does the LORD require of you  

but to do justice, and to love kindness,  

 and to walk humbly with your God? 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 



 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 15 

O LORD, who may abide in your tent?  

 Who may dwell on your holy hill? 

Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,  

 and speak the truth from their heart; 

who do not slander with their tongue,  

 and do no evil to their friends,  

 nor take up a reproach against their neighbors; 

in whose eyes the wicked are despised,  

 but who honor those who fear the LORD;  

who stand by their oath even to their hurt; 

who do not lend money at interest,  

 and do not take a bribe against the innocent.  

Those who do these things shall never be moved. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation           ELW Page 142 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  

 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

 "Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

  "Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  

 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake,  

  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

 "Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 

  of evil against you falsely on my account.  

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they  

persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon  Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                             “Jesus, the Very Thought of You” ELW #754 

Jesus, the very thought of you 

fills us with sweet delight; 

but sweeter far your face to view 

and rest within your light. 
 

No voice can sing, no heart can frame, 

nor can the mind recall 

a sweeter sound than your blest name, 

O Savior of us all! 
 

O Hope of ev'ry contrite soul, 

O joy of all the meek, 

how kind you are to those who fall! 

How good to those who seek! 
 



O Jesus, be our joy today; 

help us to prize your love; 

grant us at last to hear you say: 

"Come, share my home above." 

 Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878 

 Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876.  All rights reserved. Used by permission under. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain  

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                 hear our prayer.                      

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [An invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

                                                         “Jesus, the Light of the World” ACS 914 vs. 3, 4 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Jesus, the Light of the world; 

Christ, the everlasting Lord! Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 

Refrain 

We'll walk in the light, beautiful light, 

come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright. 

Shine all around us by day and by night, 

Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Jesus, the Light of the world; 

Hail the Sun of righteousness! Jesus, the Light of the world.  Refrain 

   Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, stanzas; George D. Elderkin, 1845-1928, refrain 

 Music: Traditional; arr. George D. Elderkin. All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

 Offertory Prayer 

Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 

* Great Thanksgiving ELW Page 144 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 



◙ 

* Invitation to Communion 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

* Agnus Dei                                                   “Lamb of God” ELW Page 146 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 

 Communion Music                                            “Prayer”       Gerrit Willem Lamain 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthens you and keeps you in his grace 

today, tomorrow and forever.  Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 

Amen. 

* Hymn                                            “O Master, Let Me Walk with You” ELW #818 vs. 1, 3, 4 

O Master, let me walk with you 

n lowly paths of service true; 

tell me your secret; help me bear 

the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 

Teach me your patience; share with me 

a closer, dearer company, 

in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 

in trust that triumphs over wrong, 
 

In hope that sends a shining ray 

far down the future's broad'ning way, 

in peace that only you can give; 

with you, O Master, let me live. 

 Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt. 

 Music: H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain  

* Dismissal 

Go in peace. Follow in the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                                                          “Fantasia” Johann Sebastian Bach 

  1685-1750 



        Jesus said …   

     “My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer” 
 

     Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Rich Rabanus, Joyce Johnson, Nancy Lynn, Chuck Frid, Jo Ann Glende, Sandy Becker, 

Harlan Rosvold, Dorrie Trombley, Dwayne Oberg, Laura Walsh (Snider), Theresa Lopez, 

Peg Snider (Snider), The Lee Family (Snider), Brandon, Jasmine and Jackson (Saari),  

Kevin Ericson, Jr. , Philip Dahl. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Robert and Michelle Steffen, John Nygaard and Gloria Frederick, 

Bill and Jane Johnson, Beverly Evans, Marvel Anderson. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Neighbors Inc. 

Neighbors is a non-profit social-service agency located in South St. Paul,  

providing emergency assistance and supportive assistance programs 

 to low-income community members in the northern Dakota County.  

  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, 

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed.  

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. 

We hope that this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. 

All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office 

if additional time is needed. 



We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations 

with respect to our use of copyright-protected works. 
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