
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Service with Communion 

Sunday, January 2, 2022  9:30 a.m. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                          

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Thanksgiving for Baptism  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 
 

Just as God’s work of creation never ends, 

so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every day. 

Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: 

for water to bathe in, water to drink, 

for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder, 

for water that gives life to our planet. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: 

for water from our tap, for rain and snow, 

for all local water sources—Mississippi, Minnesota and St. Croix Rivers 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
 

We give you thanks for your salvation through water: 

for delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, 

for leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, 

for preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, 

for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, 

for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 

We give your thanks for your salvation through water. 
 

We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized, 

and for all who gather here; 

for godparents and baptismal sponsors, 

for children and grandchildren, 

for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound. 

We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized. 
 

We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: 

for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters, 

for our new birth into a life of freedom and service, 

for our calling to be your people, 

sent out for the life of the world. 

We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity 

now and forever. Amen. 
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 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE 
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* Greeting   

For Unto Us a Child is Born.  Unto Us a Son is Given. 

The Word has become Flesh.  Salvation Unto Us has Come. 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,                                                         

and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 

And also with you.    

* Hymn of Praise                   “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW #288 vs. 3 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave; 

Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all 

to gain the everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! 

Christ was born to save! 

 Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 

 Music: German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 1795-1856 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

 Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, 

you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word.  

By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Jeremiah 31:7-14 

7 For thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the  

nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel." 8 See, I am 

going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, 

they shall return here. 9 With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I 

will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have  

become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and 

declare it in the coastlands far away; say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him 

as a shepherd a flock." 11 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too 

strong for him. 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant 

over the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock 

and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 

13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I 

will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 14 I will give 

the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Second Reading  Ephesians 1:3-14 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spir-

itual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 

to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Je-

sus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he 

freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 



of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 

insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set 

forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven 

and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined accord-

ing to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that 

we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you al-

so, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were 

marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward re-

demption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

  Gospel Acclamation                        “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW #289 Refrain Only 

Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  John 1:1-18 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 

beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, 

whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 

him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlight-

ens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world came into being 

through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people 

did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to be-

come children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 

but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of 

whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 16 From his 

fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace 

and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close 

to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

                                                         “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW #289 Refrain Only 

Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

 Music: French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

 

 Sermon                                    Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
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* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                              hear our prayer.    

                       

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 

   ELW#277 vs. 3 Away in the Manger 
 Text: North American, 19th cent. 

 Music: William J. Kirkpatrick, 18385-1921; arr. David Willcocks, B. 1919 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                              “In the Bleak Midwinter” ELW #294 vs. 3 

What can I give him, 

poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man 

I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him— 

give my heart. 

 Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894 

 Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934 
 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

 Offertory Prayer 

Gracious God, 

your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 

As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 

prepare us to receive the grace and truth 

you offer at this table 

and renew in us the song of your salvation, 

in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 Words of Institution 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 Invitation to Communion 

In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 

come, see what God makes known for you. 



 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

                                                         “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” ELW#295 vs. 2, 5 

Oh, that birth forever blessed, 

when the virgin, full of grace, 

by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

bore the Savior of our race, 

and the babe, the world's redeemer, 

first revealed his sacred face, 

evermore and evermore. 
 

Christ, to thee, with God the Father, 

and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 

and unwearied praises be: 

honor, glory, and dominion, 

and eternal victory 

evermore and evermore! Amen. 

 Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. composite 

 Music: Plainsong mode V, 13th cent. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

 Prayer after Communion 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 

As we have shared this feast of love, 

strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

 Blessing 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

* Congregational Christmas Carol Requests ELW #’s 267-300 
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* Dismissal 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                



Leaders in Today’s Service 

 

Pastor ........................................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider 

Lay Liturgist ............................................................................................. Mary Jo Martinek 

Director of Worship ...................................................................................... Bryon Dockter 

Organist .................................................................................................... Gerrit W. Lamain 

Song Leaders ....................................................................... Kathy Canniff, Jenny Van Pelt 

Lectors .....................................................................................Tim Gibson, Jenny Van Pelt 

Communications and Media Coordinator ................................................ Garrett Masters 

Audio Visual Ministry .................................................................................. Norm Goetzke 

Altar Guild ............................................................................................... Mary Jo Martinek 

Prayer Chain .......... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson 

Outdoor Street Sign .................................................................................... Jerry Thoreson 

Altar Flowers 
In Hope for the New Year! 

 

Given by: Butch and Kathy Canniff 

Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Philip Dahl, Bryon Dockter, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Bev Evans, 

Rich Rabanus, Joan Regan, Betsy Anderson, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel, 

Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider), Barbara Parker (Saari) 

Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Dave Kirkwood (Kirkwood), Lauren Bjerke (Martinek). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Rob, Melissa, Maxwell, Sebastian and Vincent Schuehle, 

Betsy Anderson, Bill and Jane Johnson, Barbara Abbott, 

Dan, Annette, Lauren and Jonathan Youness. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  
 

Minnesota Council of Churches 

our partner in living out unity in faith in the community through connecting,  

engaging and renewing partnerships. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities,  

and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,  

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,  

Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member  

listing up to date. Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 



Senior Pastor John Snider  |  Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     
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