
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Service with Holy Communion 
Sunday, January 17, 2021  9:30 a.m. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                            Reflection on “Here I Am Lord” Ben D. 

 Welcome 

 Singing Bowl  Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness  

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 

whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

Amen. 
 

Let us trust in the abundant grace of God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Holy God, 

you search us and know us. 

You are acquainted with all our ways. 

We confess we turn inward  

often failing to follow your way of love: 

to trust those who are not like us, 

to steward the earth and its resources, 

to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us, gracious God, 

for all we have left undone that would please you. 

Receive all of us in your divine mercy. 

Amen. 
 

How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away 

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 

In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 

we are called to be the beloved community 

living out Christ’s justice 

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

Amen. 
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WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Hymn                                                         “Here I Am Lord” ELW #574 vs. 1, 2, 3 

"I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

my hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send?" 
 

Refrain 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

"I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people's pain. 

I have wept for love of them. 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 

"I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 

 Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 

 Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Kyrie  ELW Page 98 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 



Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen, amen.  

* Hymn of Praise  ELW Page 101 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches, wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor, glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

* Prayer of the Day 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer,  

for the countless blessings and benefits you give.  

May we know you more clearly,  

love you more dearly,  

and follow you more nearly,  

day by day praising you,  

with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  1 Samuel 3:1-10 

1 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those 

days; visions were not widespread. 2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that 

he could not see, was lying down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 

was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called, "Samuel! 

Samuel!" and he said, "Here I am!" 5 and ran to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he 

said, "I did not call; lie down again." So he went and lay down. 6 The LORD called again, "Samuel!" Sam-

uel got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call, my son; 

lie down again." 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been 

revealed to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, 

"Here I am, for you called me." Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli 

said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listen-

ing.'" So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as be-

fore, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

          Thanks be to God 

 Second Reading  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 

2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;  

 you discern my thoughts from far away.  

3 You search out my path and my lying down,  



 and are acquainted with all my ways.  

4 Even before a word is on my tongue,  

 O LORD, you know it completely.  

5 You hem me in, behind and before,  

 and lay your hand upon me.  

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  

 it is so high that I cannot attain it.  

13 For it was you who formed my inward parts;  

 you knit me together in my mother's womb.  

14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  

 Wonderful are your works;  

that I know very well.  

 15 My frame was not hidden from you,  

when I was being made in secret,  

 intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  

16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.  

 In your book were written  

 all the days that were formed for me,  

 when none of them as yet existed.  

17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!  

 How vast is the sum of them!  

18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand;  

 I come to the end —I am still with you. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

          Thanks be to God 

                                                The Holy Gospel according to St Mark, 

               Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  John 1:43-51 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." 44 Now 

Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 

"We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 

from Nazareth." 46 Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to 

him, "Come and see." 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, "Here is truly 

an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!" 48 Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to know me?" Je-

sus answered, "I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you." 49 Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you 

are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" 50 Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I told you 

that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these." 51 And he said to him, "Very 

truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 

the Son of Man." 

                                                                The Gospel of the Lord, 

         Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                             “Will You Come and Follow Me” ELW #798 vs. 1, 5 

"Will you come and follow me 

if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know 

and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 

will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown 

in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true 

when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same. 



In your company I'll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me. 

 Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949 

 Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc.,  

 agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord, in your mercy, 

                hear our prayer. 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

We invite you to share the peace with those with you 

and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on our Facebook page. 

Text someone you care about. 
 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 

Come and be fed. 

 Communion is Received              ELW Page 112 

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.    

                                                               Amen. 

                                                               “What Feast of Love” ELW #487 vs. 1, 2 

What feast of love is offered here, 

what banquet come from heaven? 

What food of everlasting life, 

what gracious gift is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

the bread come down from heaven. 

Oh, taste and see and sing! 

How sweet the manna given! 
 

What light of truth is offered here, 

what covenant from heaven? 

What hope of everlasting life, 

what wondrous word is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

the sun come down from heaven. 

Oh, see and hear and sing! 

The Word of God is given! 

 Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 

 Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 



◙ 

 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213.  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace 

Today, tomorrow and forever.  Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

Christ Jesus, 

at this table we have feasted on your very life 

and are strengthened for our journey. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

nourished in body and in spirit 

to proclaim your good news 

and serve others in your name. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

God the creator strengthen you; 

Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 

 Hymn                                                      “This Little Light of Mine” ELW #677 vs. 1, 2 

This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 Text: African American spiritual 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                                Reflection on “This Little Light of Mine” Ben D. 



Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
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Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Dorrie, Jerry, Delores, Loren, The Szczepaniak Family, Jerry, Diane, Ed, Laura, Frances, Dolores, Adam, Deb,  

Finley, Sophia and Claire, Mary, Sally, Max and Cody, Mike. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

Ted and Catherine, Steve, Dorothy, Paula, Bill, Mary, Marcus, Olivia and Zach. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for 

Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota who expresses the love of Christ for all people through service that inspires 

hope, changes lives, and builds community. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military: Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary, Sam, Troy,  

Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter DJ, Christopher, Gene, Sam, Andrew.. (Please help us keep our military member listing up 

to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside 

everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the 

church office if additional time is needed. 

Leaders in Today’s Service 
 

Pastor ................................................................................................. The Rev. Dr. John Snider 

Lay Liturgist .......................................................................................................... Debbie Pirkl 

Christian Music Director ................................................................................................ Ben D. 

Lectors ...................................................................................... Jenny Van Pelt, Ali Schloesser 

Audio Visual Ministry ..........................................................  The Gregory Family, Pastor Tim 

Prayer Chain ...................................... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra 

Altar Guild .................................................................................................................... Lori Ritt 

Outdoor Street Sign .......................................................................................... Jerry Thoreson 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
Wishing Good Health in the New Year to All! 

 

Given by: Dolores Wood 


