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Welcome to the Season of Epiphany ...  

On January 6, we celebrate the Festival of the Epiphany, when the Magi (Three Kings) were led to 

Bethlehem and to the Christ Child by the light of a star. As demonstrated and carried over by the 

star that led the Magi, this is the season of light. In the season of Epiphany, we 

recognize the manifestation or appearance of God in Jesus Christ, to us as the 

risen Christ in our world. We see how Jesus fulfilled his destiny and consider 

how we as His Followers can fulfill ours. We are enlightened. We open ourselves 

up to the experience of spiritual epiphanies.  

 

Celebration of the Festival of the Epiphany draws the Christmas season to a 

close with the Magi following a star to the Christ Child's manger. The season of 

Epiphany opens with the celebration of the Baptism of our Lord. God declares 

Jesus as his beloved Son, and reveals his Glory to us throughout the season. 

The season of Epiphany follows for the next eight weeks, culminating on the Sunday of the 

Transfiguration (February 28), when Jesus on the mountain top reveals his full heavenly radiance 

and glory to his disciples.   

 

In this season, light is continually referred to, and grows brighter as each week passes, much like 

our days in the year.  We will sing songs and hear words that reference this growing light, His 

Glory, in our worship lives. The liturgical setting for this season is Setting Two in the ELW (red 

hymnal) and was composed by Marty Haugen, a local Twin Cities Lutheran liturgical musician.   

While this setting may be new to many, we will use it and celebrate it for the next eight weeks as 

part of our Sunday liturgy.    

 

Celebrate the Light.  Celebrate the Glory. 

Celebrate Jesus Christ, our Light of our World. 

Amen. 
 

Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                          Reflection on “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” Bryon Dockter 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

   All may make the sign of the cross,  

   the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates us, 

redeems us, 

and calls us by name. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God  

and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

and your beloved children. 

We have turned our faces away from your glory 

when it did not appear as we expected. 

We have rejected your word 

when it made us confront ourselves. 

We have failed to show hospitality 

to those you called us to welcome. 

Accept our repentance for the things we have done 

and the things we have left undone. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe 

in the glory of your Son born among us, 

and reflect your love for all creation. 

Amen. 
 

Rejoice in this good news: 

In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 

You are descendants of the Most High, 
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The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to us as it was made 
known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ baptism—today using wedding imagery.  
Our God rejoices over God’s people as those being married rejoice over one another. By the power  

of the Spirit there are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. 
Taste and see.  [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons.] 



adopted into the household of Christ, 

and inheritors of eternal life. 

Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

Amen. 

 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Hymn                                          “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” ELW #531 

The trumpets sound the angels sing, 

the feast is ready to begin. 

The gates of heav'n are open wide, 

and Jesus welcomes you inside. 
 

Refrain 

Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 

Come and revel in heaven's love and light. 

Take your place at the table of the King. 

The feast is ready to begin; the feast is ready to begin. 
 

Tables are laden with good things; 

oh, taste the peace and joy He brings. 

He'll fill you up with love divine; 

he'll turn your water into wine.  Refrain 
 

The hungry heart He satisfies, 

offers the poor His paradise. 

Now hear all heaven and earth applaud 

the amazing goodness of the Lord.  Refrain 

 

 CCLI Song # 190672 

 Graham Kendrick 

 © 1989 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License #1664009 #20540802 

* Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Kyrie  ELW Page 120 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  Amen.  

* Hymn of Praise                                “This is the Feast of Victory” ELW Page 122 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 



Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

* Prayer of the Day 

Lord God, source of every blessing,  

you showed forth your glory  

and led many to faith by the works of your Son,  

who brought gladness and salvation to his people.  

Transform us by the Spirit of his love,  

that we may find our life together in him,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Isaiah 62:1-5 

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,  

 and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn,  

 and her salvation like a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your vindication,  

 and all the kings your glory;  

and you shall be called by a new name  

 that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,  

 and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

You shall no more be termed Forsaken,  

 and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;  

but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,  

 and your land Married;  

for the LORD delights in you,  

 and your land shall be married. 

For as a young man marries a young woman,  

 so shall your builder marry you,  

and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,  

 so shall your God rejoice over you. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 36:5-10 

Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens,  

 your faithfulness to the clouds. 

Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,  

 your judgments are like the great deep;  

 you save humans and animals alike, O LORD. 

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!  

 All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 

They feast on the abundance of your house,  

 and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

For with you is the fountain of life;  

 in your light we see light. 

O continue your steadfast love to those who know you,  

 and your salvation to the upright of heart! 



Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation                                            “Alleluia” ELW Page 124 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  John 2:1-11 

1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus 

and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 

said to him, "They have no wine." 4 And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what concern is that to you and to 

me? My hour has not yet come." 5 His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." 6 Now 

standing there were six stone  

water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to 

them, "Fill the jars with water." And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, "Now draw 

some out, and take it to the chief steward." So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that 

had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the wa-

ter knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, 

and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until 

now." 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disci-

ples believed in him. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                          “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” ELW#488 vs. 1, 2 

 

Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 

leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 

come into the daylight's splendor, 

there with joy your praises render. 

Bless the one whose grace unbounded 

this amazing banquet founded; 

Christ, though heav'nly, high, and holy, 

deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
 

Hasten as a bride to meet him, 

eagerly and gladly greet him. 

There he stands already knocking; 

quickly, now, your gate unlocking, 

open wide the fast-closed portal, 

saying to the Lord immortal: 

"Come, and leave your loved one never; 

dwell within my heart forever." 
 

 Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 Music: Johann Crüger, 1598-1662 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                    hear our prayer.    
                       

   ELW#721 Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil - Instrumental 

 Music: John L. Bell, b. 1949 

 Music © 1996 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 

   All rights reserved.  Used with permission under  

   AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 



* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

* Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW #181 

 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

 and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

 that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

 Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 

 unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

 Grace our table with your presence, 

 and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. All rights reserved.  Used by Permission under 

   AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Offertory Prayer 

Blessed are you, O God, 

Sovereign of the universe. 

You offer us new beginnings 

and guide us on our journey. 

Lead us to your table, 

nourish us with this heavenly food, 

and prepare us to carry your love 

to a hungry world, 

in the name of Christ our light. 

Amen. 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Come to God’s table. 

There is a place for you and enough for all. 

* Agnus Dei                                          “Lamb of God” ELW Page 135 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

* Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 



* Nunc Dimitis               ELW Page 135 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 

your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared 

in the sight of ev’ry people: a light to reveal you to the nations  

and the glory of your people Israel. 

* Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, gracious God, 

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 

Send us to bring good news 

and to proclaim your favor to all, 

strengthened with the richness of your grace 

in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 

who rejoices over you, 

and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 

today and forever. Amen. 

* Hymn                                            “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” ELW #310 vs. 1, 4 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 

manifested by the star 

to the sages from afar, 

branch of royal David's stem 

in thy birth at Bethlehem: 

anthems be to thee addressed, 

God in flesh made manifest. 
 

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 

present in thy holy word; 

grace to imitate thee now 

and be pure, as pure art thou; 

that we might become like thee 

at thy great epiphany, 

and may praise thee, ever blest, 

God in flesh made manifest. 

 Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt. 

 Music: Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

* Dismissal 

Go with Christ into a weary world. 

Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                         Celebration of “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” Bryon Dockter 



 

We offer our deepest and sincere condolences 

to the family and friends of Carol Pagel. 

A celebration of Carol’s life was held at 

Kandt & Tetrick Funeral Home on Monday, January 10. 

 

In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in  

God’s promise of life everlasting.   

Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Philip Dahl, Bryon Dockter, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, 

Rich Rabanus, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel, 

Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider), Barbara Parker (Saari), 

Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Lauren Bjerke (Martinek), Vicki Votel (Gralish). 

Gene and Holly Masters (Masters), Shelley Paulak (Van Pelt). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Michael and Lois Butala, Laurie and Blake Rosenau 

Phyllis Elmquist, Georgene Beales, Merrill Zieman 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Lutheran Mideast Development (LMD) 

LMD strives to bring peace and wholeness 

to the Kurdish communities of the Middle East 

by mobilizing a network of people 

through education, vocational training,  

personal empowerment and advocacy. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 

We honor their recent request through our brother Ezekia, prayers for rain. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes 

and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,  

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,  

Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member  

listing up to date. Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 

Altar Flowers 
In Loving Memory of Henry Anderson 

Given by Kim Richter 
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