
Growing Connections to God, Each Other and the World 

ANNUAL  

CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 2022 

10:40am in Fellowship Hall 

Committees your Annual Reports 
are due in the office by  

TODAY, January 16, 2022 
Please email to jan@ststephenswsp.org 

Thank you! 

“LET’S SQUASH THIS BUG!”  

So many people have been infected with Omicron recently that the Safety Committee is taking a few steps 

to limit St. Stephen’s participation in its spread.  Not only are we concerned for the health of individuals but 

also the effectiveness of our healthcare system. 
 

 We are recommending that KN95 masks be worn at all times in the building.  If you don’t 

have one they are available in the narthex. 

 Because it requires the removing of masks we are suspending coffee hour for the time 

being. 

 For the time being we will also suspend funeral lunches because of the removal of 

masks. 

 In a related decision our Education Committee decided to return Faith Formation to re-

mote learning. 

All of these choices are in response to the current Omicron variant surge.  Indications are that the worst may 

be over soon.  That is our hope and prayer.  We will reconsider these   decisions frequently.   

Thank you for your patience, grace and understanding. 

Sundays (10:40-11:30am) 

TODAY, World Servants 

Tim Gibson will share with us information regarding “World Servants”.  World 

Servants sponsor adult mission trips around the world.  World Servants comes 

alongside communities by addressing four primary areas of sustainable com-

munity development with an emphasis on children and families.  The primary 

areas are: health, education, faith an economy.  Come and learn more. 

In addition, World Servant’s website address https://worldservants.info/ 
 

COMING …  
January 23—Enhancing Worship—VAT (Vision and Action Team). 

January 30—Annual Congregational Meeting 

The numbers are in … 

St. Stephen’s has donated 3,724 pounds of food 

and $5,229 in monetary gifts to the Neighbors 

Food Shelf during the year of 2021. 
 

Way to go St. Stephen’s!  Keep up the good 

work! 
 

Food is always welcomed but don’t forget  

personal hygiene products are always in high 

demand. Examples are: Shampoo, Bar Soap, 

Toothpaste, Toothbrush, disposal Razors,  

Feminine hygiene products, disposal Diapers  

and Laundry Soap.  Next time you’re out shop-

ping, don’t forget our neighbors in need.  
  

Bring donations to the church—we’ll get it to 

Neighbor’s Inc. for you.  Thank you! 

 

The Church Office will be closed 

Monday, January 17 in observance 

of  Martin Luther King Jr Day.   



Thank You for your Support of our St. Stephen’s Ministries   
 

By Mail  |  Online thru St Stephen’s website  |  GIVE+Text (Text 844-907-2702)  |  GivePlus Vanco Mobile App 

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—

watch for a separate email that contains resources available 

and active links all in one handy document. 

Connecting to God, each other and the world 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118    Office: (651) 457-6541  www.ststephenswsp.org 

Small Group Invitation 

Tim and Janet Gibson are interested in starting a 

small group at St. Stephen’s and are inviting anyone 

interested in exploring what it means to be a part of 

a small group to join us TODAY at 4:00 pm in the 

Church Lounge. We will discuss expectations of a 

small group, dates and times to meet, location for 

meetings, structure and content for the group. For 

example, we could base our discussions around 

scripture or a book we might read together, always 

asking the question, how does faith guide our daily 

life.  - Tim and Janet Gibson 

Contemplative Prayer and Study 
January 26 | 7-8pm  via Zoom 
 

Contemplative Prayer and Study is offered 

on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month.   
 

We are currently using the book “Opening to God:  
Lectio Divina and Life as Prayer” by David G. Benner. 

During our next gathering, January 26 we will be  

focusing on Chapter 7 “Life as Prayer, Prayer as Life”.  
ZOOM ROOM 2 ID#894-3514-0057  Password 55118 Or 

Direct Access: bit.ly/SSLC-Room2.  Growing in Prayer 

has the potential to transform your life. Try it and see.  

You are welcome to attend any meeting. 

** First session was - January 8 ** 
            Still time to join.   

        Next meeting Jan. 22   

      Rest for Your Souls 

How are you holding up 

these difficult days?  
 

Are you feeling weary? 
 

Discouraged?  
 

Remember what Jesus says; “Come to me all you 

who are weary and heavy laden… and you will 

find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28-29) 
 

One of the ways we can receive that gift of rest  

is through the practice of Sabbath: intentionally 

and routinely taking time to simply stop. But for 

many of us, it’s hard to even imagine that kind of 

rest! 
 

If it’s time for you to explore what Sabbath could 

look like in your life, then I hope you will join Pastor 

Tim for a short-term group in the new year. 

“Sabbath Explorers” will meet online twice a 

month for two months starting in January. From 10 

to 10:30 am on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays I will be 

sharing one or two practical “Sabbath nuggets” 

that I’ve collected from my own explorations. 

You’ll be able to try these simple practices out 

between sessions and as we go along, we’ll be 

able to learn from each other’s experiences too. 

Follow the link or use the QR code to get more 

information or to sign up if you’re ready to go!  

https://bit.ly/SSLC-SabExp   
 

Finding ways to have Sabbath in my life has been 

a huge blessing to me. I hope you’ll come and 

check it out and we can explore together!   

 

 

Meeting Reminder—  The Church Council will meet Wednesday, January 19 at 7:15 pm 

The heart of every home  

is the Kitchen.   
Same with St. Stephen’s.   

Almost everything  

that happens here  

makes a stop there— 

a coffee cup— 

a plate—a towel.   

Just like it should be!   
 

We need people willing to keep St. Stephen’s 

“heart” straightened up.  Cared for.  Our custodians 

keep it clean but are there people interested in 

keeping it organized?  Please contact Pastor John or 

a member of the Executive Committee if you are 

curious about this opportunity to serve. 
 

There are many other ways to serve St. Stephen’s: 

ushers, altar guild, sponsor altar flowers, Sunday  

lectors (all ages encouraged!), song leaders, prayer 

chain, AV during worship, and more.  If you are inter-

ested in any of these areas please contact the 

church office we will get you in contact with the  

appropriate person. 
 

There are many reasons to consider volunteering—

it’s a gift to our community, your heart and those 

you serve.  Do you have a “servant’s heart”? 

Graphic courtesy of ShareFaith 

https://bit.ly/SSLC-SabExp

