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Here's something to get you thinking about today’s sermon… 

Jesus asked two of John’s disciples—”What are you looking for?” They wanted 

more time with Jesus.  They wanted to receive what he offered though they 

couldn’t articulate it, but John did earlier, “to receive the power to become the 

children of God—to be born of God.” We are looking for the same thing.  May 

today’s worship renew our sense that that is who we are.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Saint Paul Area Synod Took Kit for Congregational 

Leaders and Conference Assemblies will be held  

together again this year at Shepherd of the Valley on 

Saturday, Feb. 25.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 

all council, staff, committee members, and all church 

leaders to bolster leadership through workshops and 

networking.  More detailed information can be found 

on the Synod website or pick up an informational 

copy at the Connection Center.  Please notify the 

church office if you would like to be registered to  

attend. 

THANK YOU!  
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

for your completed and submitted 2023 

intentions, special Christmas gifts, Winter wear 

for Garlough and Moreland school children and 

Christmas Eve food donations!  Over 222 pounds 

of food was collected and delivered to the Food 

Shelf at Neighbor’s Inc. (Thanks to elf, Merrill 

Zieman for delivering.) and all the coats, hats, 

mittens and boots are being enjoyed by the 

school children just in time for our recent snow. 

(Thanks to elf, Vicki Jackson for delivering.) 
 

2023 is off to a good start because of you! 

SUNDAY Open Forum  
10:30-11:20 a.m. in the Lounge 

TODAY we will welcome  

Dr. Jeremy Myers from  

Augsburg University as he 

shares with us about the  

University’s Innovation Hub.  

As a response to our Ministry 

Result Area of “Connecting 

to Our Neighborhood Through Service” we hope 

to work with Augsburg and a cohort of other  

congregations in exploring our faithful response 

to this goal.  Dr. Myers will also be leading our 

Council/Staff retreat on January 21. 
 

On Sunday, January 22 The 

Rev. Kelly Chapman will be 

joining us during worship as a 

guest preacher and also  

facilitating our Open Forum. 
 

There will not be an Open 

Forum on January 29th 

please plan to attend the 

Annual Congregational 

Meeting. 

SAVE THE DATE | Sunday, January 29, 2023  

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING—The year in 

review.  we will gather for St Stephen’s annual  

congregational meeting after worship approximately 

10:40 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Members will be able to 

attend in-person or online via Zoom.  Your participa-

tion is vital—we need your support, vote, and would 

love to see you even if it’s via the internet.  

 

FRIENDLY REMINDER: Committee Chairs and 

Staff your Annual Reports and pictures (if you have 

any) are due in the office by end of day, TODAY,  

January 15th. Please email to jan@ststephenswsp.org. 

Council/Staff Retreat 
Saturday, January 21—9am-1pm. 
Council and church staff retreat with 

the Leadership of Rev. Dr. Jeremy Myers.  Lunch will 

be provided. 
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Augsburg University’s 2023 Winter Centered Life Series 
ReCentering to Claim Our Call for Today 

Wednesdays from Noon-1:15 PM via Zoom (Jan. 25, Feb. 1, 8, 15)  Cost: Free of charge 
 

In the changed reality that the pandemic has created, we are challenged to re-center ourselves.  Join the 

group as they explore the question, “How do we go about the task of re-centering so that we can claim our 

calling for a ‘today’ that is in many ways a stranger to us?” 
 

Each session of this series will draw on an aspect of reflective practice and experiential education that is 

central to an Augsburg education.  For more information and the register please see the Centered Life web-

site at this address https://www.augsburg.edu/centeredlife/.  Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity—sign up 

now. 
 

Session topics will be: January 25 Journey map: your life’s timeline.  February 1 Reflecting on life experiences 

as a way to learn and re-center.  February 8 Mentors and coaches: how they shape us and how we shape 

others.  February 15 Re-centering our sense of call after disruption. 

Thank You for your Support! 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Intentionally connecting to God, each other and the world through love and service. 

 

Winter is here! The St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible 

 to receive their COVID-19 boosters and flu shots. This is our best chance to create a safe environment 

for all at St. Stephen’s and in the community.  Check in with your health care provider or pharmacy 

to find out how and when you can get your COVID-19 booster or flu shot.  Love thy neighbor, love thyself!   

We have been very encouraged by the  

response to our expenses in 2022.  Thank you to 

those able to make additional offerings.  The 

numbers are still being worked with.  Look for a 

report soon. It’s not too late if you haven’t com-

pleted and returned your 2023 intention card. 

FIRST SATURDAY 
OF THE MONTH Ÿ 

9-11AM 
February 4 

Meeting Reminder 
Church Council Meeting 

Wednesday 

January 18 

7:15 p.m. 

 

See you there! 

 

Holiday Hours— 

The Church office will be closed tomorrow, Monday, January 16 in honor of  

Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday observation. 

MICAH  
(Metropolitan Interfaith Council on Affordable Housing) 

requests help with needs for shelter guests  

and also those moving into housing: 
 

Household donations for clients when  

they move out of shelter.  

They could use items such as: 

 

 Inflatable beds (with pump) 

 Bed sheets and blankets 

 pillows (new) and cases 

 personal care items (toothpaste, soap, shampoo,  

     conditioner, etc) full sizes preferred 

 plates, bowls 

 basic pan or pot with spatula 

 cleaning supplies  

 laundry baskets 

 laundry detergent  
 

 

To arrange drop off of donations. 

please contact Alejandra Espinosa Gonzalez: Alejandra.GonzalezEspinosa@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US  

 

Also, any donation of winter gear would be 

amazing. They have a lot of people in shelter 

asking and they do not have much to offer 

them.  They’re looking for: 
 

 Adult Winter Coats (bigger sizes preferred) 

 Socks  

 Hats 

 Gloves (warm preferably not knitted as 

they don’t stay dry) 

 Hand/feet warmers. 
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