
Sunday, January 15, 2023 - 9:30 a.m. 



Today’s Service Notes 
 

This service is being video recorded, live-streamed 

and archived on our Facebook page. 
 

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15 

Please check their schedule for viewing times 

https://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch15 
 

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand. 

Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.   
 

St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID 

boosters and flu shots.  This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at St. 

Stephen’s and in the community.  In addition, the current policy of St. Stephen’s is masks 

are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included.  However if you feel more  

comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude    

 Welcome 

 Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, 

the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Worship with Holy Communion 

Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed among us in word and meal. 
We go forth to invite others to come and worship the Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made 
known among us. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2022 Augsburg Fortress] 



* Gathering Hymn                                         “O God of Light” ELW #507 vs. 1, 3, 4  

O God of light, your word, a lamp unfailing, 

shall pierce the darkness of our earthbound way 

and show your grace, your plan for us unveiling, 

and guide our footsteps to the perfect day. 
 

Undimmed by time, those words are still revealing 

to sinful hearts your justice and your grace; 

and questing spirits, longing for your healing, 

see your compassion in the Savior's face. 
 

To all the world your summons you are sending, 

through all the earth, to ev'ry land and race, 

that myriad tongues, in one great anthem blending, 

may praise and celebrate your gift of grace. 

  Text: Sarah E. Taylor, 1883-1954, alt. Text © 1952, ren. 1980 The Hymn Society,  

 admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  

 Music: H. Barrie Cabena, b. 1933.  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.  CCLI #1664009  #20540802   

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Kyrie                                                          ELW Page 138 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world,  

for the well-being of the church of God. 

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house,  

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

* Hymn of Praise                        ELW Page 140 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 



For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

* Prayer of the Day 

Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, 

by your Spirit hold us forever,  

that through your grace we may worship you 

and faithfully serve you,  

follow you and joyfully find you,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Isaiah 49:1-7 

1 Listen to me, O coastlands,  

 pay attention, you peoples from far away!  

The LORD called me before I was born,  

 while I was in my mother's womb he named me.  

2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword,  

 in the shadow of his hand he hid me;  

he made me a polished arrow,  

 in his quiver he hid me away.  

3 And he said to me, "You are my servant,  

 Israel, in whom I will be glorified."  

4 But I said, "I have labored in vain 

 I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;  

yet surely my cause is with the LORD,  

 and my reward with my God."  

5 And now the LORD says,  

 who formed me in the womb to be his servant,  

to bring Jacob back to him,  

 and that Israel might be gathered to him,  

for I am honored in the sight of the LORD,  

 and my God has become my strength—  

6 he says,  

"It is too light a thing that you should be my servant  

 to raise up the tribes of Jacob  

 and to restore the survivors of Israel;  

I will give you as a light to the nations,  

 that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth." 

7 Thus says the LORD,  

 the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,  

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,  

 the slave of rulers,  

"Kings shall see and stand up,  

 princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,  

because of the LORD, who is faithful,  

 the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you." 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 40:1-11 

I waited patiently for the LORD;  

 he inclined to me and heard my cry.  

He drew me up from the desolate pit,  

 out of the miry bog,  

and set my feet upon a rock,  

 making my steps secure. 

He put a new song in my mouth,  

 a song of praise to our God.  



Many will see and fear,  

 and put their trust in the LORD. 

Happy are those who make  

 the LORD their trust,  

who do not turn to the proud,  

 to those who go astray after false gods. 

You have multiplied, O LORD my God,  

 your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us;  

 none can compare with you.  

Were I to proclaim and tell of them, 

 they would be more than can be counted. 

Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,  

 but you have given me an open ear.  

Burnt offering and sin offering  

 you have not required. 

Then I said, "Here I am;  

 in the scroll of the book it is written of me. 

I delight to do your will, O my God;  

 your law is within my heart." 

I have told the glad news of deliverance  

 in the great congregation;  

see, I have not restrained my lips,  

 as you know, O LORD. 

I have not hidden your saving help within my heart,  

 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation;  

I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness  

 from the great congregation. 

Do not, O LORD, withhold  

 your mercy from me;  

let your steadfast love and your faithfulness  

 keep me safe forever. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation           ELW Page 142 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  John 1:29-42 

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me 

because he was before me.' 31 I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this rea-

son, that he might be revealed to Israel." 32 And John testified, "I saw the Spirit descending from heav-

en like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to bap-

tize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptiz-

es with the Holy Spirit.' 34 And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God." 35 The 

next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk by, he ex-

claimed, "Look, here is the Lamb of God!" 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 

Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, "What are you looking for?" 

They said to him, "Rabbi" (which translated means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 39 He said to 

them, "Come and see." They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that 

day. It was about four o'clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed 

him was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first found his brother Simon and said to him, "We have 

found the Messiah" (which is translated Anointed ). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him 

and said, "You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas" (which is translated Peter ). 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon  Pastor John 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                              “Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult” ELW #696 vs. 1, 4, 5 

Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 

of our life's wild, restless sea, 

day by day his clear voice sounding, 

saying, "Christian, follow me": 
 

In our joys and in our sorrows, 

days of toil and hours of ease, 

still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 

"Christian, love me more than these." 
 

Jesus calls us! By your mercy, 

Savior, may we hear your call, 

give our hearts to your obedience, 

serve and love you best of all. 

 Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895 . Music: William H. Jude, 1851-1922 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under. AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain  

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                 hear our prayer.                      

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [An invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

                                                          “Jesus, the Light of the World” ACS 914 vs. 3, 4 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Jesus, the Light of the world; 

Christ, the everlasting Lord! Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 

Refrain 

We'll walk in the light, beautiful light, 

come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright. 

Shine all around us by day and by night, 

Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Jesus, the Light of the world; 

Hail the Sun of righteousness! Jesus, the Light of the world.  Refrain 

   Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, stanzas; George D. Elderkin, 1845-1928, refrain 

 Music: Traditional; arr. George D. Elderkin. All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

 Offertory Prayer 

Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 

* Great Thanksgiving ELW Page 144 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 



* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

* Agnus Dei                                                   “Lamb of God” ELW Page 146 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 

 Communion Music                                      “Lamb of God” ELW #336 

Your only Son no sin to hide, 

but you have sent him from your side 

to walk upon this guilty sod 

and to become the Lamb of God. 
 

Refrain 

Oh Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, 

I love the holy Lamb of God. 

Oh, wash me in your precious blood, 

my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
 

Your gift of love we crucified. 

We laughed and scorned him as he died 

The humble King we named a fraud 

and sacrificed the Lamb of God.  Refrain 
 

I was so lost, I should have died, 

but you have brought me to your side 

to be led by your staff and rod 

and to be called a lamb of God.  Refrain 

 

 CCLI Song # 16787.  Twila Paris 

 © 1985 Jubilee Communications Inc. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthens you and keeps you in his grace 

today, tomorrow and forever.  Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 



◙ 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 

Amen. 

* Hymn                                               “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” ELW #314 vs. 1, 2, 4 

Arise, your light has come! 

The Spirit's call obey; 

show forth the glory of your God 

which shines on you today. 
 

Arise, your light has come! 

Fling wide the prison door; 

proclaim the captive's liberty, 

good tidings to the poor. 
 

Arise, your light has come! 

The mountains burst in song! 

Rise up like eagles on the wing, 

God's pow'r will make us strong. 

 

 Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947; Music: William H. Walter, 1825-1893 

 Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  

 www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.   

* Dismissal 

Go in peace. Follow in the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude               



        Jesus said …   

     “My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer” 
 

     Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Rich Rabanus, Joyce Johnson, Jim Packer, Nancy Lynn, Chuck Frid,  

Dorrie Trombley, Dwayne Oberg, Laura Walsh (Snider), Theresa Lopez, Peg Snider (Snider),  

The Lee Family (Snider), Benjamin Hills and Family (Shoemaker), 

Brandon and Jasmine (Saari), Kevin Ericson, Jr. , Philip Dahl. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Hannah and Adam Ruikka, Joyce Johnson, Bryon Nelson, 

Marilyn Erickson, Jessica Anderson. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Minnesota Council of Churches 

our partner in living out unity in faith in the community through connecting,  

engaging and renewing partnerships. 

  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, 

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed.  

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. 

We hope that this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. 

All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office 

if additional time is needed. 



We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations 

with respect to our use of copyright-protected works. 
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Lay Liturgist .......................................................................................................................... Kim Richter 
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Song Leaders .......................................................................................................... The Worship Chorus 
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Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday 

Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall 

or call the church office at 651-457-6541. 

Cost for two bouquets is $40.00. 

Thank you! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday

