
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Service with Holy Communion 
Sunday, January 10, 2021  9:30 a.m. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                             Reflection on “Build Us Up Lord” Ben D. 

 Welcome 

 Singing Bowl  Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness  

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 

whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Holy God, 

you search us and know us. 

You are acquainted with all our ways. 

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 

We turn inward, failing to follow 

your outward way of love. 

We distrust those who are not like us. 

We exploit the earth and its resources 

and fail to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us, gracious God, 

for all we have done and left undone. 

Even before the words are on our tongues, 

you know them; 

receive them in your divine mercy. 

Amen. 
 

How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away 

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
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Indeed, we are forgiven. 

In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 

we are called to be the beloved community 

living out Christ’s justice 

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

Amen. 

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Hymn                                                           “Build Us Up, Lord” ELW #670 vs. 1, 2 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; 

set in us a strong foundation. 

Lead us to do your holy will; 

form and shape your new creation. 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; 

as we guide and teach each other, 

help us to share your love with the world: 

ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother. 
 

Refrain 

Growing in Christ, we plant seeds for the kingdom; 

we follow in faith what's begun! 

Lord, set in our hearts the pow'r of your word 

to spread the news of your Son! 
 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; 

let our lives reflect your glory. 

Cast away all our doubts and fears; 

help us tell the world your story. 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; 

help us bear good fruit for you, 

Lord, give us vision and keep us sure. 

Grant us faith that's steadfast and true.   Refrain 

 Text: Mark Glaeser, b. 1956, and Donna Hanna, b. 1952 

 Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress. 
 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Kyrie  ELW Page 98 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen, amen.  



* Hymn of Praise  ELW Page 101 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches, wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor, glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

* Prayer of the Day 

Holy God, creator of light and give of goodness, 

your voice moves over the waters.  

Immerse us in your grace,  

and transform us by your Spirit,  

that we may follow after your Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you  

and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Genesis 1:1-5 

1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a formless void and dark-

ness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God 

said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated 

the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the first day. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

         Thanks be to God 

 Second Reading  Psalm 29 

1 Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 

 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.  

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name;  

 worship the LORD in holy splendor.  

3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters;  

 the God of glory thunders,  

 the LORD, over mighty waters.  

4 The voice of the LORD is powerful;  

 the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.  

5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;  

 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon.  

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,  

 and Sirion like a young wild ox.  



7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire.  

8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;  

 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  

9 The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl,  

 and strips the forest bare;  

 and in his temple all say, "Glory!"  

10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;  

 the LORD sits enthroned as king forever.  

11 May the LORD give strength to his people!  

 May the LORD bless his people with peace! 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

        Thanks be to God 

                                               The Holy Gospel according to St Mark, 

              Glory to you, O Lord. 

* Gospel  Mark 1:4-11 

4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the for-

giveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 

were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John 

was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 

7 He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit." 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 

Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; 

with you I am well pleased." 

                                                 The Gospel of the Lord, 

         Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon                                    Pastor Tim 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                                      “Baptized and Set Free” ELW #453 vs. 1, 3 

We are people created,  

chosen by God. 

Then we're washed, ever gently,  

in mercy and love. 

Sin has power no more.  

Jesus opened the door 

to a fountain bringing healing,  

and wholeness and more. 
 

We are nourished by water,  

all living things, 

and by life that the Spirit  

abundantly brings. 

As we journey toward home,  

may your presence be known: 

precious river, ever-flowing,  

now carry us home. 

 Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956 

 Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord, in your mercy, 

                hear our prayer. 



* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

We invite you to share the peace with those with you 

and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on our Facebook page. 

Text someone you care about. 
 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

 Stewardship Video 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 

Come and be fed. 

 Communion is Received              ELW Page 112 

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.    

                                                               Amen. 

                                                                  “Beautiful Savior” ELW #838 vs. 1, 2 

Beautiful Savior, 

King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I'd love thee, 

truly I'd serve thee, 

light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 

Fair are the meadows, 

fair are the woodlands, 

robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 

Jesus is fairer, 

Jesus is purer, 

he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 

 Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace 

Today, tomorrow and forever.  Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

Christ Jesus, 

at this table we have feasted on your very life 

and are strengthened for our journey. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

nourished in body and in spirit 

to proclaim your good news 

and serve others in your name. 

Amen. 



◙ 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

God the creator strengthen you; 

Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 

 Hymn                                                       “Shine, Jesus, Shine” ELW #671 vs. 1 

Chorus 

Shine Jesus shine 

Fill this land 

With the Father's glory 

Blaze Spirit blaze 

Set our hearts on fire 

Flow river flow 

Flood the nations 

With grace and mercy 

Send forth Your word Lord 

And let there be light 

 

Lord the light of Your love is shining 

In the midst of the darkness shining 

Jesus Light of the world shine upon us 

Set us free by the truth You now bring us 

Shine on me shine on me.  Chorus 

 CCLI Song # 30426  Graham Kendrick 

 © 1987 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009  #20540802 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                                      Reflection on “Beautiful Savior” Ben D. 
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Leaders in Today’s Service 
 

Pastor ........................................................................................ The Rev. Tim Thompson Ph.D 

Lay Liturgist ........................................................................................................... Debbie Pirkl 

Christian Music Director ................................................................................................. Ben D. 

Lectors ................................................................................ Beth Hostager, Mark Rogosheske 

Audio Visual Ministry ...........................................................  The Gregory Family, Pastor Tim 

Prayer Chain ...................................... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra 

Altar Guild .................................................................................................................... Lori Ritt 

Outdoor Street Sign .......................................................................................... Jerry Thoreson 

Our condolences to Scott and Abra Gillman and family on the recent death of Scott’s 

mother, Sue Gillman.  In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in God’s  

promise of life everlasting.   

Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Dorrie, Steve, Sara, Jerry, Delores, Merwin, Loren, Evelyn, The Szczepaniak Family, Jerry, Hedy, Diane, Ed, Laura, 

Frances, Dolores, Adam, Deb, Finley, Sophia and Claire, Mary. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

Craig and Nan, Jay, Rebecca, Josephine, Lucia and Henrik, Scott, Lisa, Ben, Nick and Evan, Matthew, Lisa, Landon 

and Lucas, Lora. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our Sunday offerings this week we offer prayers for 

our brothers and sisters in Christ sharing the Good News in our community and  

beyond through the ministries of Luther Seminary. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military: Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary, Sam, Troy,  

Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter DJ, Christopher, Gene, Sam, Andrew.. (Please help us keep our military member listing up 

to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside 

everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the 

church office if additional time is needed. 


