
Carols & 
A Service of 

Nine Lessons 

First Sunday of Christmas - January 1, 2023 



Today’s Service Notes 
 

This service is being video recorded, live-streamed 

and archived on our Facebook page. 
 

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15 

Please check their schedule for viewing times 

https://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch15 
 

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand. 

Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.   
 

St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID 

boosters and flu shots.  This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at St. 

Stephen’s and in the community.  In addition, the current policy of St. Stephen’s is masks 

are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included.  However if you feel more  

comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so. 

Welcome to the Nativity of our Lord and the Festival of Christmas ...  

As we’ve passed through the season of Advent and reflected, preparing for Christ’s coming on 

this Christmas Eve and Christmas Day we celebrate! For unto us a child is born. Unto us a Son is 

given. God’s word has become flesh. God’s promise of a Messiah is fulfilled. Salvation unto us 

has come. The appointed Psalms for these days are Psalm 96 and Psalm 98 … both beginning 

with “O sing to the Lord a new song … “ and goes on “… sing to the Lord, all the earth” and “… 

for he has done marvelous things”.  So, these days and throughout the season of Christmas we 

sing, we celebrate, and we praise God, we tell of his salvation throughout all the ends of the 

earth …  

For Christ is come. 

In Christ, the Word of God is made flesh.   

Christ is our Salvation.   

 

Within our worship here at St Stephen's during this season, we have selected music and text that 

many of us have sung and heard for years. And yet, it’s new and fresh every time we hear it, just 

as it is for those hearing it for the first time. As we sing these carols and songs, and hear the 

message from the Gospel of Luke in the Second Chapter, let us raise our voices anew, proclaim 

the good news, the glad tidings of great joy …  Gloria!! 
 

A Savior is born, Jesus Christ the one who has come and is here,  

has come again this eve and this day.  AMEN!! 
 

Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                                “A Lullaby for Mary’s Son” Gerrit Willem Lamain      

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection  

* Entrance Carol                                            “Joy to the World” ELW #267 vs. 1, 4 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748  

 Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

* Christmas Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Carol of Praise                          “Good Christian Friends” ELW #288 vs. 1, 3 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

give ye heed to what we say: 

Jesus Christ is born today; 

ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! 

Christ is born today! 
 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
First Sunday of Christmas 

Worship with Holy Communion 

As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with the death of innocent chil-
dren at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not remove the power of evil from our world, but its light 
gives us hope as we walk with all the “holy innocents” of past generations and today who have suffered unjust-
ly. In our gathering around word and meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and carry us as in days of 
old. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2022 Augsburg Fortress] 



Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave; 

Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all 

to gain the everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! 

Christ was born to save! 

 Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 

 Music: German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 1795-1856  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

* Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, 

you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers.  

As you protected the infant Jesus,  

so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Lesson  Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise 
and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head. 

 

8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 

and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 

garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" 10 He said, "I heard 

the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." 11 He said, 

"Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to 

eat?" 12 The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, 

and I ate." 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman 

said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate."  
 

14 The LORD God said to the serpent,  

 "Because you have done this,  

  cursed are you among all animals  

  and among all wild creatures;  

 upon your belly you shall go,  

  and dust you shall eat  

  all the days of your life.  

 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,  

  and between your offspring and hers;  

 he will strike your head,  

  and you will strike his heel."  
 

17 And to the man he said,  

 "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife,  

  and have eaten of the tree  

 about which I commanded you, 

   'You shall not eat of it,'  

 cursed is the ground because of you;  

  in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;  

 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;  

  and you shall eat the plants of the field.  

 19 By the sweat of your face  

  you shall eat bread  

 until you return to the ground,  

  for out of it you were taken;  

 you are dust,  

  and to dust you shall return." 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 



 Carol                                               “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” ELW #247 

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 

Come now, O God of love, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 

Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 
 

Come, Hope of unity, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 

 Text and Music: Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope 

 Text © Geonyong Lee. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Second Lesson  Genesis 22:15-18 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed. 

 

15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, "By myself I have 

sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 

17 I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as 

the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18 and 

by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have 

obeyed my voice." 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 Carol                                                       “I Wonder As I Wander” WOV #642 vs. 1, 2 

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,  

how Jesus the Savior did come for to die 

for poor ord’-n’ry people like you and like I. 

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky. 
 

When Mary birthed Jesus, all in a cow’s stall,  

came wise men and farmers and shepherds and all,  

and high from the heavens a star’s light did fall;  

the promise of the ages it then did recall. 

 

 Text: Appalachian carol, collected by John Jacob Niles, 1892-1980 

 Music: Appalachian folk tune, adapt. John Jacob Niles, 1892-1980 

 © 1934 (renewed) by G. Schirmer, Inc. (A.S.C.A.P.0 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 CCLI License #1664009 #20540802. CCS LICENSE #14375 

 Third Lesson  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior. 
 

2 " The people who walked in darkness  

 have seen a great light;  

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—  

 on them light has shined.  

6 For a child has been born for us,  

 a son given to us;  

authority rests upon his shoulders;  

 and he is named  

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

7 His authority shall grow continually,  

 and there shall be endless peace  

for the throne of David and his kingdom.  

 He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness  

 from this time onward and forevermore.  

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 



 Carol                                                     “All Earth Is Hopeful” ELW #266 vs. 1, 2, 3 

All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 

Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 

this, the labor of people who struggle to see 

how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. 
 

People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 

"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel"; 

she conceived him, "God with us,"  

Our brother, whose birth 

restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 
 

Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 

new highways opened, new protocols declared. 

Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 

All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 

 Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946 

 Spanish text © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica,  

 admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. 

 Music: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Fourth Lesson  Isaiah 11:1-9 

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 
 

1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,  

 and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  

2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,  

 the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  

 the spirit of counsel and might,  

 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  

3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  

 or decide by what his ears hear;  

4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,  

 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;  

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,  

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  

5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,  

 and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb,  

 the leopard shall lie down with the kid,  

the calf and the lion and the fatling together,  

 and a little child shall lead them.  

7 The cow and the bear shall graze,  

 their young shall lie down together;  

 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  

8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,  

 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.  

9 They will not hurt or destroy  

 on all my holy mountain;  

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD  

 as the waters cover the sea. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 



 Carol                                                “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” ELW #272 vs. 1, 4 

Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 

from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse's lineage coming 

as seers of old have sung, 

it came, a flow'r so bright, 

amid the cold of winter, 

when half-spent was the night. 
 

O Savior, child of Mary, 

who felt our human woe; 

O Savior, king of glory, 

who dost our weakness know: 

bring us at length, we pray, 

to the bright courts of heaven 

and into endless day. 

 Text: Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, 

 sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4 

 Music: Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

 Fifth Lesson  Luke 1:26-35, 38 

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was 

Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29 But she was 

much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to 

her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the 

Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34 Mary said to the 

angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35 The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come  

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 

be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38 Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 

with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 Carol                                         “The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came” ELW #265 vs. 1, 2 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 

"All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 

most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 

"For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 

all generations laud and honor thee; 

thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 

most highly favored lady." Gloria! 

 Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

 Sixth Lesson  Luke 2:1-7 

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 
 

1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to 

their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 

to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of  

David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 



 Carol                                                       “What Child Is This” ELW #296 vs. 1, 2 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Why lies he in such mean estate 

where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 

the cross be borne for me, for you; 

hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 

 Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 

 Music: English ballad, 16th cent.  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

 Seventh Lesson Luke 2:8-16 

The shepherds go to the manger. 
 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger." 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, prais-

ing God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 

he favors!" 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one an-

other, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us." 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 

the manger. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 Carol                                                   “Go Tell It on the Mountain” ELW #290 vs. 1, 2 

Refrain 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

While shepherds kept their watching 

o'er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light.  Refrain  
 

The shepherds feared and trembled 

when, lo, above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 

 Text: African American spiritual,  

 refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. 

 Music: Africian American spiritual  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 



 Eighth Lesson Matthew 2:1-11 

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 

1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we ob-

served his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3 When King Herod heard this, he 

was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling  

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was 

to be born. 5 They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been  

written by the prophet: 6 'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 

the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 7 Then 

Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had ap-

peared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when 

you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9 When they had 

heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 

until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they 

were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 

they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 Carol                                                “We Three Kings of Orient Are” WOV #646 vs. 1, 5 

We three kings of Orient are; 

bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

following yonder star. 
 

Refrain 

Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright; 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light! 
 

Glorious now behold him arise, 

King and God and Sacrifice; 

heav’n sings alleluia: 

alleluia the earth replies.  Refrain 

  Text and music: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

* Ninth Lesson John 1:1-14 

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 

beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from 

God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world came 

into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his 

own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 

will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 



 Carol                                              “Let Our Gladness Have No End” ELW #291 vs. 1, 2, 4 

Let our gladness have no end, Hallelujah! 

for to earth did Christ descend. Hallelujah! 
 

Refrain 

On this day God gave us 

Christ, the Son, to save us; 

Christ, the Son, to save us. 
 

Prophesied in days of old, Hallelujah! 

God has sent the one foretold. Hallelujah!  Refrain 
 

Into flesh is made the Word, Hallelujah! 

our true refuge and our Lord. Hallelujah!  Refrain 

  Text and music: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

 Moments of Silence for Guided Reflection 

  

 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                         hear our prayer. 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                             “In the Bleak Midwinter” ELW #294 vs. 3 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him—give my heart. 

 Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894 

 Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain          

* Offertory Prayer 

God of abundance, 

receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 

Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 

and gather us at your table of celebration. 

Strengthen us to share with all the world 

the abundance of your grace upon grace, 

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

* Great Thanksgiving ELW Page 152 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 



* Lord’s Prayer  ELW Page 154 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Glory to God in the highest! 

Come to the table of peace. 

 Distribution 

The body of Christ, given for you 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 Communion Music      George Frideric Handel: “He Shall Feed His Flock” from the “Messiah” 

   arr. Gerrit W. Lamain 

* Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.   

Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

God our redeemer, 

you have fed us at this table 

with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 

As you have gathered us in joy, 

send us forth as messengers of your peace. 

Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 

born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 

now and forever. Amen. 

* Sending Carol                         “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ELW #283 vs. 1, 3 

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, 

born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 



Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

in the highest:  Refrain 

 Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786;  

 tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 

 Music: attr. John Francis Wade. All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

* Dismissal 

Christ the Savior is born! 

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                                                “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Jan Zwart, 1877-1937 

  Public Domain 

◙ 



  
 
 
 
 

    Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer” 
 

     Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Rich Rabanus, Joyce Johnson, Barbara Brutger, Jim Packer, 

Nancy Lynn, Chuck Frid, Dorrie Trombley, Barbara Creevy, 

Laura Walsh (Snider), Katherine Lansing (Brunkow), Theresa Lopez,  

Jan Lawrence, Peg Snider (Snider), The Lee Family (Snider),  

Benjamin Hills and Family (Shoemaker). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Mark Spurr and Anne Pfankuch, Dale Johnson, 

Patrick, Sarah, Max, Will and Kate Murphy, Merle Allers, 

Scott, Lisa, Benjamin, Nicholas and Evan Ellison. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Lutheran World Relief: Fairly Traded Coffee and Chocolate 

Supporting Fair Trade reflects our faith—it improves the lives of farmers,  

families, and communities around the world. Benefits to farming communities 

include access to clean water, health clinics, and schools. Fair trade also helps stop child 

labor, human trafficking, and slavery in the cocoa farming industry. 

  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, 

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed. 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. 

We hope that this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. 

All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office 

if additional time is needed. 

 

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences 

to Christine Guyott and Family on the recent death of her mom, Jeanne Schaitberger. 

Jeanne passed away Friday, December 23. Funeral services will be held at St. Stephen’s 

Friday, January 13th at 11:00 a.m. with visitation one hour prior to the service.   

 

In the midst of sorrow may all find comfort in  

God’s promise of life everlasting.   

Today’s Altar Flowers 
In Honor of our 23rd Wedding Anniversary 

Given by Dane and Darcy McKenzie 



We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations 

with respect to our use of copyright-protected works. 
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Leaders in Today’s Service 

Presiding Pastor ....................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider 

Assisting Pastor ........................................................................... The Rev. Chris Becker 

Director of Worship .................................................................................. Bryon Dockter 

Organist ................................................................................................ Gerrit W. Lamain 

Song Leader ................................................................................................... Philip Dahl 

Communications and Media Coordinator .............................................Garrett Masters 

Audio Visual Ministry ................................................... Norm Goetzke, Hannah Ruikka  

Altar Guild ............................................................................. Mary Jo Martinek, Lori Ritt 

Prayer Chain ..... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson 

Outdoor Street Sign ................................................................................. Jerry Thoreson 


