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ask them to believe in him. He asked them to follow him, and they did. In fact,

they didnoét really believe him until mu c h Iléisltegslméllgroudllbllst

of their lives following Jesus from town to town, listening to him and watching

him work miracles. They had momentary expressions of belief, but just as Acolyte Schedule 12
many moments of doubt. -Bra:form LdadeyBodk o | ($t.o we d JJgdult Forum 3
Stephen6és Confirmation curriculum for thi g Bithdays ) 12

Calendar 11
At the beginning of this calendar year, the confirmation classes started learning Childrends Ed3
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some time figuring out just what disciple Jh¥YP. Mo s £2
hearing the word fdiscipled anywhere exc e f@tErontheysieand ™
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tive adherent, as of a movement or phil os P393y Gyers Youol$§
definitions include ACTI ON. Being i ddbscighdnati sndt | usd
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Jesusd teachings and example from the Bi bIjeMenodsofmieSthil m &S

ibelievingo part over the Afoll owi ngo par tf MasoesUdddee n  wa2
ward spiral. S_ometimes when we focus on following, we will be brought back to Notes from the 4
belief 8 and visa versa. President
. . Rooted in the Waord 2.
iln order to be faithful to God, things hgve to stop be
being all about Godé. and the moment t hi ndsengrRefgetions e n3y
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12 Books in 12 Months
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ROOTED IN THE WORD: February

Isaiah 1 -33
AThe people who wal ked in darkness have seen a great |igh
darkness 0 on them | ight halwias9®i ned. o
What a wonder and blessing it is to open the Bible and rez:
minds. If you have not read a single book in the Rooted in the Word series, it is never too late to
start. In February we begin a two -month focus on the Book of Isaiah.

Isaiah is the longest and probably the most important of the prophetic books of the Bible. The New Tes-
tament quotes Isaiah more than any other prophet, particularly its hope for the coming Messiah _ and its
introduction of the  Servant of God

| sai ahds central concept is that history is not random anoc¢
i ves. That 6s good news!

It is important to remember when reading Isaiah or any of the prophets, they did not predict the future,

but they spoke a fAWord of Godo to the | eaders of the peopl
They spoke about the faithfulness of the covenant God had
keeping of the 10 Commandments.

It is also helpful to understand the historical context of the individual prophets. The historical context of
Isaiah spans a time period of 200 years. The first section of Isaiah, our section for February, is from the

time that Godds people were at war with themselves: t he 1
Kingdom, Judah. Isaiah warns all the people that their only hope rests in trusting the presence and
promi ses of God. They did not. (Next monthds section wil

turn to Jerusalem.)

In all the sections of Isaiah there is a message for every generation as we hear the prophetic voice of
warning, challenge and comfort.
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ADULT FORUM

The Adult Forum sessions are held from 9:40 -
10:30. Here is your chance to ask a question or
make a comment on the topic of the week.

February 5  will surprise you. Itis
Bowl Sunday . Instead of meeting in the lounge,
we will go downstairs to the Noreen Activity
Center.  (The elevator works fine). We will have
some A Bi bl e Tquestionsa Besides amazing
yourself & and others & with your knowledge of
the Bible, you will also have the opportunity to

learn from others in a friendly question -answer
format involving two or more teams. While there

is no fientry fee, 0 you a
CAN OF SOUP , which we will donate to
Neighbors, Inc , So webre help
celebrating the other 0
be broadcast later in the afternoon. If you forget
your can of soup, come anyway and bring it next
Sunday! Come, join the fun.

February 12. AHonoOTr i
Practicing your Christian Faith in this Busy
Wo r | d Wiether we are single, married, have
smal | children, teens, n
-nesters, life speeds along! Sometimes we tell
ourselves, Al déll be more
tices | ater, when | have
how you never really seem to have more time?
Come, learn how no matter where you are on

|l ifebds journey, you can
choices you make in your daily life. We will focus
on making time for Sabba
most important, and living as God intends us to

live: abundantly. Join Pastor Cassie and Susan
Jerabek, Early Child Family Educator, who are co
presenting this session.

ng

February 19.
what organization is
right, Neighbors, Inc. Now housed in a newer,
larger, more efficient building, Neighbors Inc
still serves a wide variety of people with varying
needs. Find out what exactly is new and what
exactly is the same as this great program goes
forward.

February 26. AOne on One Tr ai
Jacqueline Belzer, Ministry Coordinator of Pueblo

de Fe, will present the first of two sessions on
purpose based conversations. They are useful in
every area of our lives, particularly at church.

Part of our Lenten discipline this year will be to

reach out to a few people at church we do not

know well and get better acquainted. This proc-

ess will provide useful tools.
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February W.I.L.D. Class

AWord In Love and Deed ;4
grades 2 -5, taking place Wednesday evenings
at 5:30 pm. We typically begin our evening in

Room 208.

Meeting every Wednesday evening in February!
Join us for some fun & learning!

January J.0.Y. Class
ngpas@gedot RePd 1 89y &u od 1stf
Grade. Children will be released to class Sun-
t diyPnfiofhing¥ Butirg €0:45 worship. Classes
B0 wl feet@cvAstairstinR8on 1401 | |
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Reflections
ed to my faith prac-

ti me. o Ever notice
God is with us at every stage of our lives

bringing blessings, grace and purpose.
Vgt gre thenblegsigag.igrage ansl pur-
poses during our twilight years? Here is a
aysedrpm agserian §qp@ John Paul Il
gave to a gathering celebrating the eld-
erly, in his twilight years.

dr en empty

d

iYou yourselves can
spent without the disturbance of so many
occupations can encourage  a deeper re-
flgction and @ fullergialogye with1Gpdin g
prayer . Your maturity also spurs you to
-] share with those who are younger the wis-
ty dom accumulated with experience , SuUS-
q taining them in their effort of growth and
g dedicating time and attention to them at

the moment when they are opening them-
] selves to the future and seeking their own
Qay in M. S “You can accomplish a truly
precious task forthem . 0
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Thank you seniors for the singular gifts
you share!
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NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

I hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas season. Now that we have entered a new calendar year, it is
often natural to both look back and plan forward. We should be very proud of what we accomplished as a
church family last year. | am even more excited about what we can accomplish in 2012. Following are
some reflections on 2011 and aspirations for 2012:

Finances

Good news is that we basically came in on budget for 2011. However, our budget for 2011 included an ap-
proximate $7,000 deficit that we hoped to make up during the year. We are still encouraged and believe

that a special end -of-year fund raiser will close the gap. This would be quite an accomplishment and let us

boast that we have been cash flow positive the past 3 years (after some successful post -season fund raisers)
during dire economic times. This is something to be real proud of since many churches and non - profits have
not been as fortunate. However, i t has nButlgetbfer every emrsittee and department have

been squeezed, staff has lived with flat salaries, and
we would like.  In addition, it looks like 2012 is going to be a real challenge as well. We are going to have to
make some tough decisions to balance the budget in 2012. However, | am encouraged that we have so far

pulled together through tough economic times and we should be thankful. Hopefully the future sees a more
robust national economy, a strengthening job market and
we can more fully fulfill our mission as a caring community.

Strategic Goals

St. Stephens developed a number of Discernment Goals for the 2006 -2011 time frame. In 2012, we will be
asking for congregational feedback and establish a new set of goals. | think this will be an energetic and fun
exercise and encourage all of you to participate. We all know that St. Stephens is a great church home and
community asset. This process should help us identify our strengths, define our identity and establish goals

and activities that help us become the kind of church home of which we can all be proud.

Worship Experience

One of our strengths has been and continues to be a strong and meaningful worship experience. The Wor-
ship Committee along with Gerrit has done a wonderful job again this year. However, we continue to experi-
ment and brainstorm on how to improve and reach more of our community via worship. Bringing children
and youth more into the worship service has been successful and we continue to chat how we might expand

that concept.  We also are expanding the number of church services where we serve real unleavened bread

rather than wafers during communion. For 2012, we are also thinking about possibly expanding worship op-
portunities (a Saturday evening service, etc.), and incorporating more contemporary music in alternative or

existing services.

Pueblo de Fe

We can be very proud of our willingness to share our facilities with Pueblo de Fe. | think this partnership has
a lot of room to grow. It gives us all an opportunity to act as a true Christian neighbor to our Hispanic

brothers and sisters in Christ.

Organ

Music is a |l arge part of St Stephensd worship experienc
choir and all the musicians who enrich our worship experience. Even during these hard economic times, we

were able to raise the monies needed to a full restoration of our organ. Although my wife tells me | am tone
deaf (as the people who have the privilege of sitting in the pew in front of us on Sundays can probably at-

test), even | can appreciate what a great investment that has been.

Home Parties

We tried the practice of holding numerous Home Parties
lowship, make new friends, discuss church matters, etc. | thought it was a great success (I personally
made a number of new friends as well as spending fun times with old friends) and we look forward to con-

tinue this new tradition in 2012 and beyond (I sound like Buzz Lightyear).

Continuedonthenextpage ééééééeééeééeé
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Youth

We have some incredibly dedicated members who contribute a great amount of their time and energy to

our youth.  We owe them a large debt of gratitude. We made some significant changes to youth educa-
tion last year and are currently evaluating those changes to see if they are accomplishing our goals.

have participated in a few recent brainstorming meetings and am excited about what we may do new

for our youth in 2012.

Education
| was especially impressed by how the Rooted in the Word program was incorporated into our church life
and worship experience in such a natural and meaningful manner.

Fellowship

Many new members tell us that they picked St. Stephens for their church home because it was simply a

more fAfriendly pl ace oThslstulyornelofoyr biggéessassete d . However, (like a good
marriage) we always need to work on our fellowship and not become complacent. The Fellowship Com-
mittee makes sure we do just that; events like the trip to the Plymouth Playhouse in which 32 members

of our church attended is a wonderful testament to our willingness to share our moments of joy!

Missions

In addition to Fellowship, many new members tell us that our dedication to Missions was a reason they

decided to join St Stephens. | am very proud that | belong to a church family that puts such an impor-

tant emphasis on Missions. In these past years of economic duress and challenges, it would have been
tempting for us to fislashd the Missions budget in ordgd
goal of giving 10% of our contribution income to worthy organizations in our community and throughout

the world.  In addition, we gave over $8,000 to other special projects including Neighbors, the Tanzania

motorbike, Pots and Pans, and World Hunger. | congratulate all of you for your generosity.

New Endeavors

We have had good discussions in 2011 regarding some possible new future activities. We will continue
to work on these and hopefully a number will come to fruition in 2012 including: a Marketing / Publicity
Group that could act as a support group for other church committees in planning and implementing pub-

licity for activities; a Past Presidents Council which would gather past congregational presidents to ac-

cess their valuable insight and suggestions; a Circle of Gratitude that would gather members annually

who have included St. Stephens in their estate plans for a dinner and formal thanks, continuing work to

sell our vacant land west of the church, a review of the church constitution with some possible sug-

gested amendments, etc.

Mike McHugh
Congregational President
mmchugh@gmbmezz.com

Mark it on your calendar!!
The Annual St . Step
Mille Lacs Fishing Trip is

Saturday, June 9th.
Watch for more details.

N

February 2012 Update Page5



mailto:mmchugh@gmbmezz.com

Tangled Blue in Worship
Sunday, February 8 10:45 am

Tangled Blue began in the winter of 1995 when the duo first met, but they didn't realize it until five

years later. In the summer of 2000, Aimée (vocals, percussion) and Joel (vocals, guitar) performed to-

gether for the first time. In September of 2001 Aimée and Joel were married and would soon start per-

forming together as Tangled Blue. Their first recording was completed in early 2003. Recorded at a farm

house in Menomonie, Wisconsin, it is a caffeinated folk -rock blend of songs that have shown their dura-
bility as the duo traveled with them over 450,000 miles of U.S. highways. In 2005 Aimée and Joel relo-

cated to Texas and in early 2007 left for an extended tour that has taken them from Texas to Hawaii to

Florida to the Dakotas and everywhere in between. With a new residence in Minneapolis Minnesota, Tan-

gled Blue completed a new recording based on the season of Advent in November of 2008 and will com-

plete a third recording in 2011.

OK, so what does Tangled Blue sound like?

It is a unique sound that incorporates latin and electronic percussion as well as acoustic and electric gui-
tars. Hearing these troubadours in concert with their infectious melodies is an experience the listener
won't soon forget. Tangled Blue performs throughout the U.S. at churches, coffee shops, colleges, youth
gatherings and festivals.

SOUPer Bowl Sunday
February5 ™

9:45am -10:30am
in the Noreen Activity Center (NAC) Gym

Are you ready for some Football?!?!

Come one, come all to our football -themed Bible Trivia Game in

the NAC Gym. People of all ages are invited to participate; bring
acanof soup  to donate to our local food shelf; our goal is to col-

|l ect enough soup to fill a fAstadiul
mini-f oot ball field, but there will b
down. Even if youbre sitting down,
play for. Amaze yourself 0 andothers 0 wi th your ABiI
and maybe learn from others as well!
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Stewardship Update

The New Year is upon us and as the joyful
sights and sounds of Christmas slowly recede
into the background, it is tempting to let the
joy of Christmas slowly fade as well. This is
especially so for the Stewardship and Finance
Committees as they begin to prepare the 2012
budget.

We ended the year 2011 with a deficit of
about $6,100 which is about where we ex-
pected to be. We are trying to find a way to
close this gap without having to use our re-
serve funds. Hopefully, by the time you read
this, we will have found a solution and we will
be able to report that we had a balanced
budget for 2011. (At printing we have re-
ceived $4,500.)

B However, the budget picture for 2012 is a bit

more worrisome. In fact, as | read the finan-
cial report prepared by the Finance Commit-
tee, | found the words from an old folk song
called AWorried Man

n brain. | must admit, it is tempting to adopt an
attitude of worry when looking at the financial
projections for 2012.

{

Bl ue

As of December 11 ™, there appears to be a

significant gap between our projected income
for 2012 and our projected expenses. How-
ever, the budgeting process is not complete
and the Council will consider all options before
presentmg a final budget for 2012. But at this
point, | am a little worried.

Despite my tendency to be pessimistic, | know

9;

Be a Good Neighbor to Older
Residents by Volunteering!

DARTS has several volunteering opportunities to
help older neighbors. Experience the personal re-
wards of giving back to your community! Two cur-
rent needs are:

Be a visitor volunteer.

Get to know an older adult by providing company
through visits and social activities. A few hours a
month can mean so much to an older person and
help break up a long day.

Be a helper with shopping errands.

Assist an older adult with their shopping errands by
running errands for them or assist them while they
go shopping with you.

I f youdre interested i
helping with shopping errands, contact Barb
Tiggemann at 651 -455 -1560,
barb.tiggemann@dartsl.org
to learn more about DARTS and other ways to vol-
unteer.

n
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. Visit www.dartsl.org
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HELP MAKE MUSICI!!!

You have considered joining one of the various
musical groups at St. Stephens, BUT (1) You were
just to busy, or, (2) Didn't think you were good
enough.

Well, this is a New Year, and a wonderful time to
give in to that inner voice that keeps saying,

"YOU SHOULD JOIN A MUSIC GROUP AT ST.
STEPHENS, 6 and add your

t a

God does not want us to worry . I was re- h lread oving t X
nded of this while reapyld¥ie @eadynRying Repxrsrencs

the Wordo book for Japquldweare plarmingcsbnge wdnderful rhuic for Easter
verse 22,Jesussays, AN Therefore | g || ds well astfar later this Spring.
do not worry about your life, what you .
will eat, or about your body, what you Thered?re no auditions. Just show up and be wel-
wi | | welaam ceétain the same lecture comed:
applies to me. Somehow, | know God will CHOIR - Wednesday evenings 6:30 - 8:00
bless our ministry at St. Stephens with what- BELLS - Mondays, 6:00 - 7:30
ever resources we need to do the work we are _
supposed to do. And | do poft|WemeresdEnsenaple w o  right after Wednesday
about it. nights Choir practice
Share the blessing of Christmas joy all year Men of Harmony - Sunday morning between ser-
|0ng vices

. Need further encouragement?
Dean Eisfelder Call Gerrit 952 -432 -1899 or
Stewardship Chair gerrit.lamain@gmail.com

-> oo oo oo
February 2012 Update Page7

siti

|l ent


mailto:barb.tiggemann@darts1.org
http://www.darts1.org
mailto:gerrit.lamain@gmail.com

Lent 2012

AwWhat 6s the one thing that
this life?

That questionand J es us d a yrecovded in
Mark 12:28 -30, will be the focus of our Wednes-

days in Lent this year. From Ash Wednesday,
February 22, through March 28 ™ we will look at
Jesus 6 aWership each Wednesday will

be at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. The evening service
will feature Holden Village Evening Prayer.

As is our tradition we encourage people to an ex-
perience of small groups during Lent. There are
many small groups listed in this Update and more
lists will be available. We have had excellent

groups begin for the six weeks of Lent and we en-
courage your creative thought and invitation. A

book study? Prayer? Service? Does a small

group you are already in want to increase its fre-
guency of meeting for Lent?

This year rendrecgods aswell. You
are invited to experience a dedicated conversa-
tion, one on one, with another member of St.
Stephends. One of the
this size is the chance to get to know, and love,

lots of people.  Are there a few people you

would like to invite to a learning conversa-

tion? There will be a two Sunday training for this
practice lead by  Mrs. Jacqueline Belzer during
Adult Forumon February 26 ™ and March4 ™.
Please attend; it is a skill that helps in every area

of our lives. There will be guides available for

such conversations. It is a wonderful gift to prac-

tice listening and learning within a faith commu-

nity.
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Legacy Givers

Lordbés and
se who | ive

i s
and

fiThe earth
the worl d,
Psalm 24:1.

How different life looks from the perspective of
this Psalm. In fact, have you ever noticed that
this is exactly our perspective on our best days?
When everything and everyone seems just right
and full of love? We are humbled and grateful.
We know on a very deep level that AThe

t he
t ho

earth

t he L oraddthedordis gracious and gener-
ous!
Jesussaid, ilt i s more blessed to

recei v(Acts®0:35b) This is not a demand but

an observation; this is not about future rewards or

véhat gddly pedpr shbugdrd@, but afact. The

Greekword for A b | e s s asd ¢an be translated

fi h a p p yJesusis encouraging us to be generous

givers in every area of our lives, at least partially

for our own sakes. That includes deferred giv-

ing .

One of our greatest legacies to our families is

to help show them the blessedness of giving, this

includes giving from our estates. Some refer to it

asthe A Fi nal Tothérshasmaking ACharity?o
one of your children. We encourage you to be a
ALegacy Gilfwaihave included St.
Stephendés, either the
your estate planning, please let Dave Paton or
Pastor John know. We will not reveal your secret,
but we do want to say thank you!

—_

church

May the rich blessings of giving be yours!

sings

answ
real |

OF GHARING"
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By Gerrit W. Lamain,
Music and Choir Director

On April 3, 1968, Martin said,
li ke to I|ive
not concerned
wi || . And Hebs allow
And | 6ve | ooked over. An
Land. | may not get there with you. But | want you to
know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the
Promi sed Land. o

ALi ke
l ong
about

a

o~ —

Throughout history ordinary men and women have
transcended the ages and left us legacies of wisdom
that continue to inspire us: beacons that illuminated
the darkness; lights that pointed the way when we
stumbled in the dark.

The darkness, of which Martin said, fiDar kn
drive out darkness, only light can do that. Hate cannot
drive out hate; only love can do that. Hate multiplies

hate, violence multiplies violence, and toughness mul-
tiplies toughness in a
The chain reaction of evil
producing more wars & must be broken, or we shall
plunged into the dark ab

In 1963 he wrote, from his jail cell in Birmingham,

am coming to feel that the people of ill will have used
time much more effectively than the people of good-
will. We will have to repent in this generation not
merely for the vitriolic words and actions of the bad
people, but for the appalling silence of the good peo-
ple. We must come to see that human progress never
rolls on wheels of inevitability. It comes through the
tireless efforts and persistent work of men (and
women) willing to be coworkers with God, and without
this hard work time itself becomes an ally of the forces
of social stagnation. We must use time creatively, and
forever realize that the time is always ripe to do right.
Now is the time to make real the promise of democ-
racy, and transform our national elegy into a creative
psalm of brotherhood. Now is the time to lift our na-
tional policy from the quicksand of racial injustice to
the solid rock of human

For Martin, the way was clear, the destination sure,
and the price never too high. In 1967 he wrote,

have decided to love. If you are seeking the highest
good, | think you can find it through love. And the
beautiful thing is that we are moving against wrong
when we do it, because John (the apostle) was right.
God is love. He who hates does not know God, but he
who has love has the key that unlocks the door to the
meaning of wultimate

He truly was a man for
Afhave gone out into all/l
new year may his vision illuminate our journey.

i
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Kair K grour
\J&Se0r r it s
Concerts

I woul d

eMUSIGAMORE" i t(tke npisicaofleve) But |
IGefrittagd friemdsnt t o do Godos
4:00pm.t o the mountain.
Feruany 124, 2022 Pr omi sed

St. Stephen's Lutheran Church

"THE VIA DOLOROSA IN WORDS & MUSIC"

Organist Gerrit Willem Lamain plays

music for "The Passion"

4:00 p.m.

April 1, 2012

St . Chu

A heeets no admission fee; a free - will offering will
be taken, and donations will be given to the
Neighbors, Inc. Food Shelf. A reception in the

Fellowship Hall will follow each concert.
i ng spiral of destructioné

6m

L3

L3

1%

Stephenés Lutheran

a|

The National tLiutheran Choir in
Arizona 0 tell your friends!!

7:00 pm Thursday, February 16, 2012
Victory Lutheran Church

5946 East University

Mesa, AZ 85205

$15 Adult / $10 Student (18 and under)

7:00 pm Friday, February 17, 2012
American Lutheran Church

1085 Scott Drive

Prescott, AZ 86301

$15 Adult / $10 Student (18 and under)

7:15 pm Saturday, February 18, 2012
);_c_)r%of Life Lutheran Church

13724 West Meeker Boulevard

Sun City West, AZ 85375

$15 Adult / $10 Student (18 and under)

O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES

A hymn -sing for congregation, massed choirs,
brass, percussion and organ.

3:00 pm Sunday, February 19, 2012

La Casa de Cristo Lutheran Church

3 &%08 ﬁasStOBel‘AﬂP%ds e words
D rSFOHS@'a'& 'ﬁzs85%v5é move into

$15 Adult / $10 Student (18 and under)

a
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