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“If we love one another, God abides in us,
and His love is perfected in us.”
I John 4:12


St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church Wedding Guidelines

Wedding Guidelines
For
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
“I will betroth you to myself forever, betroth you with
integrity and justice, with tenderness and love;
I will betroth you to myself with faithfulness,
and you will come to know the Lord” ~ Hosea 2:19-20

Marriage—What We Believe
Marriage is a gift from God and a covenant of life-long faithfulness between a woman and a man.
The heart of the wedding service is the exchange of vows of commitment between the bride and
groom (and signified in the exchange of rings) before the congregation and God.
Ideally, a marriage relationship reflects the love that God has shown through the ages and uniquely
revealed in Jesus. Martin Luther called marriage “a school for character”; as Hosea states above, a
marriage calls forth such virtues as integrity, justice, tenderness, and love—through the joys and
sorrows of whatever life may bring. At a Christian wedding service, the couple is not left to their
own efforts to fulfill these promises, but is publicly receiving God’s blessing and support, as well as
the affirmation of family, friends, and the Holy Christian Church.
So the wedding in not only a glad occasion—overflowing with joy, celebrating the Creator’s gifts of
life, health, love, sexuality, the family—it is a holy moment calling on Christ and the Holy Spirit to
bless, strengthen and renew this union day by day.
We believe that the Christian wedding is a sacred service of worship. To clearly express this,
St. Stephen’s has established the following guidelines.

How to Begin—Meeting with the Pastor
When planning a wedding, contact the pastor several months in advance of the day you hope to be
married. You will need to arrange for the day both on the church’s schedule and on his/hers.
Arranging for a wedding does not mean that the whole church has been reserved. Other groups may
be using part of the building. Please do not interfere with other groups.
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Member and Non-Member Weddings
The pastors at St. Stephen’s are happy to officiate at weddings for church members and their
immediate family members. If you desire to become a member, we welcome you to attend one of
our New Members Classes. Please contact one of our pastors for more information.
Non-members may also be married at St. Stephen’s, please see the Wedding Fees page for the fees
involved.

Officiating Pastor
Normally, one of the pastors of St. Stephen’s will officiate at all weddings. If a family desires other
clergy to participate in the worship service, the requests should be made through the pastor. It is
the prerogative of St. Stephen’s pastors to extend an invitation to other clergy persons to assist at
the wedding.

Premarital Counseling
Premarital counseling is one of the expectations for the couple. Three premarital sessions are
required. We ask that the counseling begin at least three months before the wedding. At the first
session the date and time of the wedding will be set on the church calendar if this hasn’t already
been done by phone. We will go over the details of the service so you know what still needs to be
arranged. We will also administer “The Prepare-Enrich Marriage Inventory”. The results will be
discussed as they relate to your awareness of yourself and your partner in the final two sessions.
(There is a $35 fee for the inventory.)

Wedding Coordinator - Lori Ritt can be reached at 651-738-1340.
The wedding coordinator will be available during the planning process for questions and will be
present at your rehearsal and wedding. She will make sure that the details concerning your special
day; the procession, flowers, candles, ushers, receiving lines, etc. will be carried out according to
your desires. The wedding coordinator will be available to the bridal party on arrival at the church
the day of the wedding, and will open the church up to 4 hours before the scheduled wedding start
time. She will also help with any preparations for the ceremony.
(For small weddings, the wedding coordinator may not be needed. This decision should be made
with the officiating pastor.)
The couple should meet at least twice with the wedding coordinator approximately one month
before and then again at least two weeks before the wedding date. However, the wedding
coordinator is available at anytime before the wedding to help with planning questions and details.

Page 2

Planning the Service—Wedding Liturgy
Your wedding is a worship service. Its purpose is to thank God for bringing you together, make
promises before God and your family and friends, and to ask God’s support. It is a holy and
meaningful Christian service. The order of the wedding service will be from the marriage service of
the Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship. In consultation with the pastor and church musician,
couples may choose from a variety of readings, prayers, wedding vows, hymns and solos. You may
choose to celebrate communion during the wedding service. Other changes or variations must be
approved by the pastor.
Bulletins—Printed bulletins are nearly always used, but the church office does not print or
purchase them. If you are in need of assistance with bulletins contact your wedding coordinator she
may be able to prepare for you for a fee or give you ideas as to how to prepare them yourself.
(See the resources section for additional information.)

Scripture Readings
Two or more selections of Scripture will be a part of the service. You may wish to use other
readings as well. It is our preference that you have someone from your family, a close friend, a
mentor, etc. read the scripture readings. This can be discussed with the pastor.
See Resources for Scripture suggestions.

Organist/Pianist
St. Stephen’s has an excellent organist/pianist. We strongly prefer that he play for all weddings at
St. Stephen’s since he is so well acquainted with our pipe organ and piano. It is the bride and
groom’s responsibility to contact him after the wedding date is chosen to assure that it is scheduled
on his calendar also and to discuss possible music for the service. He has audio tapes of
suggestions which will help in your decision.
If you wish to use a different organist, you must make arrangements with the pastor. It is necessary
to have a qualified church organist. Someone who plays the piano cannot automatically play the
organ! The guest organist will need to contact our organist. His name is Gerrit Lamain. Gerrit can
be contacted at 952-432-1899. It is permissible to use only piano or a different instrument instead
of the organ, if you wish.
The wedding is an act of Christian Worship, and the music should reflect this. Several questions to
ask yourself are:
Is the music consistent with what the Christian Church teaches about marriage?
Is the music appropriate for a worship service?
Is it tasteful?
Does this music praise God?
The implementation of these guidelines is left to the discretion of the pastor and church musician.
Soloists should rehearse with microphones prior to the service. Music rehearsal should be
completed a minimum of 30 minutes prior to the service.
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Marriage Service Outline
(*optional)

PRELUDE MUSIC
GATHERING ~

*Processional
Welcome and Invocation
Prayer

WORD ~

Scripture Readings
*Music (Hymn, Solos, Special Music)
Wedding Sermon
*Music (Hymn, Solos, Special Music)

MARRIAGE ~

Declaration of Intent
*Parent’s Consent
*Flowers to Mothers (Thank you to parents)
*Music (flowers to Mothers)
Wedding Vows
Exchange and Blessing of Rings
Pronouncement of Marriage
Blessing of the Marriage
*Lighting the Unity Candle
Prayers

*SACRAMENT ~

*Communion Liturgy

SENDING ~

Blessing of the Marriage
Lord’s Prayer
Benediction
*Kiss?
*Introduction of Married Couple
*Recessional
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Hymns
In addition to choosing organ music for your entrance and exit, and possible vocal (solo or duet)
music to be sung during the service, you may want to choose a hymn for the congregation to sing
so that they are participants, and not just observers. The following are some possibilities (also
appropriate for solos):
501
502
585
586
640
765
836
840
856
858

“Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus”
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
“Hear Us Now, Our God and Father”
“ This Is a Day, Lord, Gladly Awaited”
“Our Father, by Whose Name”
“Lord of All Hopefulness”
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
“Now Thank We All Our God”
“How Great Thou Art”
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Wedding Vows
Located in the Resource Section are nine vows. You may choose one of these vows, take parts of a
couple or write your own. You may memorize the vow, read it from a card the pastor will hold or
repeat it phrase by phrase after the pastor.

Decorations and Candles
Plans for decorations and flowers to be used in the Church should be discussed with your
St. Stephen’s wedding coordinator.
Ribbons or simple floral arrangements may be used to decorate the pews. However, no nails or
tacks may be used! Use a tape that won’t mark the pew or pipe cleaners. “Pew Bows” can be
purchased locally or online that are easily tied to the pews when using the aisle candelabras.
If flowers and other items are to be delivered to the church, please contact the wedding
coordinator to ensure that someone is available at the time of arrival.
The church has 2 wrought iron candelabra (each holds 7 candles) which you may use. White 10”
candles will be provided by the church. The cost of the candles will be charged to the wedding
couple in addition to all other standard fees.
If a Unity Candle is desired for the service, the wedding couple will need to purchase these. You
can either purchase them in a set or purchase a pillar candle and 2 regular side candles. The church
does have candleholders for your use.
The church also has aisle candle holders with hurricane glass globes. If you have a late afternoon or
evening wedding, these are lovely. Our custodian is responsible for putting these up and taking
them down. We typically use 14 — one on every other pew. The church will provide white candles.
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The cost of these candles will be charged to the wedding couple in addition to all other standard
fees. In addition, there are two altar candles on the altar at all times as well as a free standing “ever
burning” candle in the Sanctuary.
The brass vases either side of the altar may be used if arrangements are made several months in
advance. These vases hold the Sunday worship flowers and are usually signed up for in advance by
St. Stephen’s congregation members. A bridal carpet (aisle runner) may be used and can usually be
ordered through the florist. The aisle is 51 feet long. The runner should reach just past the carpet,
then taped down (on the marble floor) to prevent people slipping on it. The florist or ushers will
need to place the runner in the proper position 2 hours prior to the wedding. With the carpeted
floor it is not necessary to use an aisle runner unless your flower girls will be tossing real rose petals
then a aisle runner is mandatory.

Photographs
You will want pictures to remember the event. Professional photographers generally know that
they are NOT to take flash pictures after the processional. “Available light” pictures may be taken
from the back only during the service. Please request that guests not use flash cameras during the
wedding. If you have wedding bulletins, it can be stated there. Photographs in the Sanctuary are
normally scheduled at least 2 hours prior to the beginning of the service and must be completed at
least 45 minutes before the wedding service.
Stationary video recording of the wedding is acceptable. The camera person will be stationed at the
far end of the altar railing, across from the wedding party.

Rice / Birdseed / Confetti / Flower Petals / Balloons / Bubbles
Rice, birdseed, confetti, flower petals (other than Sanctuary), or balloons inside or outside the
church are not allowed. Bubbles are allowed outside the church only. Flower petals may be used
in the Sanctuary provided you have an aisle runner if they are real.
No alcohol is allowed on the church premises, inside or outside.

Family Seating
Ordinarily, the immediate family is ushered in just prior to the processional. This includes parents,
grandparents, siblings, aunts and uncles. If there has been a divorce in one of your families, you will
need to plan carefully how the family will be seated—in case your father and mother are not
comfortable walking in together or sitting with each other. The pastor can help you plan this.

Ushers
Your ushers should plan to light the church candles (on the altar, unity side candles if mothers are
not lighting, and any aisle candles) about 30 minutes before the service. If you have a large wedding
(150 or more guests) you should plan on 4 people to usher. (You may use groomsmen or
bridesmaids to assist.)
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Dressing Rooms
Dressing rooms are available. The women dress in the Northeast corner room on the first floor
where there is a 3-sided mirror and access to a restroom. The men may dress downstairs in the
Noreen Center Men’s room. If you dress for the wedding other than at the church, all participants
should arrive a the church at least 45 minutes before the starting time of the service. Earlier if
group pictures will be taken.

Non-Alcoholic Beverages
You may bring snacks and non-alcoholic beverages for the wedding party on the day of the
wedding. Please note that St. Stephen’s does not supply plates, napkins, glasses or cups.
No alcohol (including champagne) is allowed on the church property which includes the
parking lots.

Clean-Up!
It is important to designate someone who will remove all of your belongings from the dressing
rooms immediately following the service. Articles left behind will be placed in the lost and found.

Reception at St. Stephen’s
Receptions in our church’s Fellowship Hall may be arranged by completing a Facility Use Form.
These forms are available through the Wedding Coordinator. The bride and groom are responsible
for the use of the kitchen and equipment and for all damages or breakage.

Wedding Rehearsal
The rehearsal usually takes about 1 hour—more if there are many attendants. Please plan to have
your complete wedding party at the church 15 minutes prior to start time.

Marriage License
You’ve set the date for your wedding, this is an exciting time for the two of you! Don’t let the
marriage laws of Minnesota put a dent in your wedding plans.
Here’s what you need to know and what documents to bring with you before you apply for a
Minnesota marriage license. We recommend getting this legal aspect of your wedding out of the
way about a month before your wedding date or sooner. Requirements may vary as each county in
Minnesota could have their own requirements. In Dakota county, there are three locations to apply
for a marriage license: Administration Center - Hastings, Northern Service Center - West St. Paul,
and Western Service Center - Apple Valley.
You may apply for a marriage license in any county in Minnesota regardless of residence or where
the ceremony takes place, as long as you are married within the geographical borders of Minnesota.
There is a five-day waiting period between the time the application is signed and the license is
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issued. After a license is issued, it is valid for six months. An applicant who has a felony conviction
may not use a different name after marriage. Both parties must be present to sign the application.
Complete the Marriage License Application either on paper or on-line (confirmation number is
provided for on-line completion). If you were previously married, you must show proof of divorce,
death, or annulment from your most recent marriage. Currently, the fee is $110 for those who
don’t provide written proof of premarital education. $40 fee for those who do take an authorized
premarital education course that has a minimum of 12 hours. Credit and Debit cards are not
accepted. See Resources section for more information.
Please bring your marriage license with your to your rehearsal and give to the Wedding
Coordinator.

Simple Weddings
Wedding customs in the United States are becoming more costly and burdensome for couples.
According to the Cost of Weddings website, the average wedding cost in West St. Paul was
between $17,246 and $28,743 in 2010. We believe that a Christian wedding can be both simple and
elegant and should not leave a family in debt! The pastors and church staff are available to assist in
planning so that your wedding arrangements are not a burden, but a joy.
Possibilities for simple and meaningful church weddings include:






Have just 2 people stand up with you, a maid or matron of honor and a best man.
Use flowers from your garden, or your gardening friends’ gardens.
Exchange marriage vows on a Sunday morning during the normal church service! Flowers and
musicians will already be in place, and the congregation will love it! You can have a totally free
wedding this way.
Have a potluck reception right in the church fellowship hall. Have your friends decorate the
place and ask friends to bring their very favorite food (and recipe!) as their wedding gift to you.
You can find additional suggestions on the Alternatives for Simple Living website at http://
www.simpleliving.org click on archives bottom right corner, articles, weddings.

Congratulations!
Congratulations on your upcoming wedding. This booklet is designed to help you in your wedding
planning at St. Stephen’s. It won’t answer all your questions, so when you have any, please contact
the wedding coordinator assigned to your wedding, Lori Ritt or the Pastor officiating your
wedding. We can be reached at 651-457-6541.

May your wedding be a delightful and meaningful time
and a wonderful beginning of your new life together.
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All fees are to be paid two weeks prior to the day of the wedding.
Members

Non Members

Wedding Service
Sanctuary
Chapel

No Fee
No Fee

$350*
150*

Reception
Fellowship Hall
Kitchen
Lounge

No Fee
No Fee
No Fee

250
175
150

$ 350

400

Wedding Coordinator

250

350

Organist

250

350

Soloist

125

175

Pastor

Custodian
Sanctuary
Chapel
Additional Fee for Pew Candelabras
Additional Fee for Fellowship Hall

75
50
25 (14 Candelabras)
Based on number of guests

100
75
25

* A non member reserving the church shall pay a deposit for the church or chapel at the
time the date is reserved. In the event that the wedding is cancelled, within 6 months
of the scheduled date, the deposit will be forfeited because, having reserved the date,
no congregational member has been able to schedule that time.

Resources - i

Possible Scripture Readings
Old Testament
Genesis 1:26-31
Genesis 2:8-12
Genesis 2:18-24
Ruth 1:15-17
Proverbs 3:3-6
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
Song of Solomon 2:10-13
Song of Solomon 8:6-7
Isaiah 63:7-9
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Hosea 2:19-20

Woman and man created in the image of God
Second creation story
Companionship rather than loneliness
“Where you go, I will go”
Loyalty and faithfulness written on the heart
Two are stronger than one
The voice of the beloved
Many waters cannot quench love
God’s steadfast love lifts up people
The new covenant of the people of God
God’s “betrothing” us in integrity, tenderness and love

Psalms
Psalm 33; 100; 117; 128; 136; 150
Psalm 67
May God be merciful to us and bless us
Psalm 100
We are God’s people and the sheep of His pasture
Psalm 117
The steadfast love of God
Psalm 121
The Lord keeps watch over you
Psalm 127
Unless the Lord builds the house
Psalm 128
Blessed are those who walk in the Lord’s ways
Psalm 150
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord

New Testament
Romans 8:31-35, 37-39
If God is for us, who is against us
Romans 12:1-2, 9-18
A living sacrifice and genuine love
1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 or 1-7 or 4-7
Paul’s hymn to love
1 Corinthians 13
The greatest gift is love
Ephesians 3:14-19
The breadth, length, height and depth of Christ’s love
Ephesians 5:1-2, 21-33
Walk in love as Christ loved
Philippians 4:4-9
Rejoice in the Lord always
Colossians 3:12-17
Clothed in compassion, kindness, meekness and patience
Hebrews 10:21-24
Stir up one another to love
1 John 3:18-24
Let us love in truth and action
1 John 4:7-16
Let us love one another for love is of God

Gospels
Matthew 5:1-10
Matthew 5:14-16
Matthew 7:21, 24-29
Matthew 19:3-6
Matthew 22:35-40
Mark 10:6-9
John 2:1-11
John 15:9-17

The Beatitudes
You are the light, let your light shine
A wise person builds upon the rock
What God has united must not be divided
Love, the greatest commandment
They are no longer two but one
The wedding at Cana
Love one another as I have loved you
Resources - ii

Wedding Vows
You may choose one of these nine vows, take parts of a couple or write your own. You may
memorize the vow, read it from a card the pastor will hold or repeat it phrase by phrase.
I.

I (name) take thee, (name), to be my wedded wife/husband, to have and to hold from this day
forth, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to
cherish, till death parts us, according to God’s holy ordinance, I promise to be faithful to
you.

II.

I (name), take you (name), to be my wedded wife/husband to have and to hold from this day
forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to
cherish, till death do us part; according to God’s holy ordinance, I pledge you my faithfulness.

III.

I take you, (name), to be my wife/husband from this day forward, to join with you and share
all that is to come, and I promise to be faithful to you until death parts us.

IV.

(Name), I take you to be my wife/husband from this time onward, to join with you and to
share all that is to come, to give and to receive, to speak and to listen, to inspire and to respond, and in all circumstances of our life together, to be loyal to you with my whole life
and with all my being.

V.

I take you, (name), to be my wife/husband. I promise before God and these witnesses to be
your faithful wife/husband, to share with you in plenty and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in
sickness and in health, to forgive and strengthen you, and to join with you so that together
we may serve God and others as long as we both shall live.

VI.

I take you, (name), to be my wife/husband, and these things I promise you. I will be faithful
to you and honest with you; I will respect, trust, help and care for you; I will share my life
with you. I will forgive you as we have been forgiven; and I will try with you, better to understand ourselves, the world and God; through the best and the worst of what is to come
as long as we both shall live.

VII.

I, (name), take you, (name), to be my wife/husband; to love and to trust, from this day forward; for better or worse, for richer or poorer; in sickness and in health. As we continue to
grow in our love for each other, I shall honor you with my whole self, listen and speak the
truth to you, and seek to live each day as a gift of God, as long as we both shall live.

VIII. I, (name), give myself to you, (name). By the grace of God, I promise to support and care for
you. In the love of Christ, I promise to love and cherish you. With the Spirit’s help, I
promise to be faithful to you, as long as we both shall live.
IX.

I, (name) take you, (name), to be my wife/husband; to share with you both sorrow and joy,
and to be faithful to you until death parts us.

Resources - iii

How to Word a Wedding Bulletin
Wedding bulletins, or programs, are becoming commonplace at wedding ceremonies. Distributed
before the ceremony, the bulletin gives guests a snapshot of what to expect and can make them feel
a part of the wedding. Whether a wedding is trendy or traditional, simple or extravagant, the program can be tailored to fit any style and is a keepsake that will last long after the “I do’s” are sealed
with a kiss. Though specific wedding bulletin wording is unique to each couple, there is some fundamental information that should be included.
1. List the wedding day particulars. A wedding bulletin should begin with the names of the bride
and groom followed by the date of the marriage. Depending on bulletin space and personal
preference, the specific locale, city and state of the wedding may also be included.
2. Acknowledge the wedding party. List each member of the wedding part, members’ role in the
celebration and their relationship to the bride and groom. Is maid of honor Jane Smith a
cousin of the bride or a sister of the groom? Be succinct. Though some couples use this section to recognize the immediate wedding party only, it is not uncommon to include the parents
and grandparents, officiants, musicians and readers. Because guests will use the program to
identify key players, it is customary to list the wedding party in the order they will appear in the
ceremony.
3. Outline the ceremony. If you are having a short, informal wedding, ceremony information is
not necessary. If you are having a formal, religious ceremony, however, it will be helpful to
guests that do not share your religion. Confer with your officiant for the precise order of the
ceremony. List all parts of the ceremony so guests can follow along. Be specific. Include titles
and composers of musical selections, names of any poems and cites of any Bible verses. If you
have any special family or religious traditions guests may be unfamiliar with, include a brief description.
4. Say thank you. Your wedding guests have taken time out of busy schedules to witness your
nuptials. Some may have traveled great distances. A simple, heartfelt sentence or two thanking
them for being with you on your special day will let them know how much their presence is
appreciated. It is also appropriate to give a special thank you to your parents for their continued love and support.
5. Pay tribute to deceased loved ones. If you choose to honor close friends and family who have
passed on, try to honor their memories without casting a pall over your joyous occasion. A
listing of the deceased or a sentence dedicated to the memory of those not with you on your
special day, followed by a short poem, will allow you to share your day with those living only
in your hearts.
6. Include a note … “We request that no flash pictures be taken during the ceremony for the
comfort of all.”

Resources - iv

Suggested Format for Wedding Bulletins
PRELUDE
Pieces may be listed …
Possible special music— soloist, duet, instrumentalist … if so, list here.
PROCESSIONAL
List music—both songs if separate song for bride’s entrance.
WELCOME AND INVOCATION
PRAYER
Possible place for special music
READINGS
Should list texts, gospel text should be listed last.
If other reading is used, list here too.
Possible place for special music.
WEDDING SERMON
Possible place for special music.
DECLARATION OF INTENT
Optional—Parent’s Consent
Optional—Flowers to Mothers (Possible place for special music)
WEDDING VOWS
EXCHANGE AND BLESSING OF RINGS
PROUNCEMENT OF MARRIAGE
BLESSING OF THE MARRIAGE
Place for Unity Candle—optional
Possible place for special music.
PRAYERS
LORD’S PRAYER
Prayed by congregation, sung as solo or sung by congregation
BENEDICTION
Presentation (optional)
RECESSIONAL
Music should be listed, possibly other music to be played while guests leave.
BOLD entries are the parts of the service. Italic printing indicates optional places for music,
flowers to the mothers, and unity candle.
Resources - v

