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overcast day and flying through the zero visibility, rain

drops running along the planeos
ness began to lighten to haze and suddenly we broke

through the clouds to brilliant sunshine and blue sky. The

clouds we had been complaining about changed from

oppressive to a beautiful, soft, rolling carpet, stunning.

Know the feeling on a personal level? We all have plenty of
overcast conditions in each of our lives, no matter the
weather. Worry and fear makes any day dark and gloomy.

Worry and fear are |like a pair %SYQa %Saﬂsl DN‘EdZE‘]
whatever is around us fi no matter how wonderful it might é:A 30Ku°2 N CE%?’Q 'V{”

truly be. ht R CFrakKaz2yS$S | epy

w220SR Ay uKS 2 2 MR
But Epiphany is a celebration of  Always Light! It calls us to {08yl {Syarasags MM
faith that the shadows and overcast are never the final con- { SNIBA OS h LILI2 NI dzyikie &
dition. The Gospel of John declares,  “The true light, which « i A «
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.” This E E qS)é I{ ;; ;JE f {JQ a L YT'CT 2 N

is the light that Jesus brings and reveals all around us. ? A i
{dzy Rl & ! Rdzf U C2 NXzY a

sl2dzik OGSy rn ¢l va ¢ &ip9 h
2 f1SNA M M

What a difference this I|igh m
guarantees everything will work out in the short term i
it most certainly will in the long term. The light guarantees

this i God is with you, and that is more than enough!

t
but

The sun is always shining above the clouds i alwaysii
alwaysi always, and God is always with us in Jesus Christ,
in all situations and circumstances, always, always, always.

Godd6s light replaces worry and ar with faith, hope
love. Then we begin to see things as they really are:
wonderful!

Dondét worry; the Light is u too!
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St. Stephen’s Staff

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, ELCA and Council Members

1575 Charlton Street

Staff
West St. Paul, MN 55118 John Sniderii Senior Pastor
Church Phone: 651 -457 -6541 john@ststephenswsp.org
Fax Number: 651 -457 -5857 Tim Thompson

Interim Associate Pastor for Discipleship

www.ststephenswsp.org tim@ststephenswsp.org

Sitraka Rakotoarivelo

W Director of Children & Youth Ministries
I

I
|

= | sitraka@ststephenswsp.org
_zu r‘« 4 Gerrit Lamainfi Music Director/Organist
ﬁq i 3 A L B OB V@\ﬂ py gerrit.lamain@gmail.com
T = - ©
\’:5 0, # % { ! ' g / W. Zachary Taylor
ﬁ fos, ‘ | " 1 ' /‘ Alternative Worship Music Minister
‘*}_‘W""?ﬁ | ] _ﬂ '%’.‘,.'! @ zach@ststephenswsp.org
TH=o = .& ‘5 =W Jan Perkinsii Office Administrator

jan@ststephenswsp.org

+ b Abra Gillmanfi Bookkeeper
l l abra@ststephenswsp.org
it (it}
. Church Council
WO rS h | p S C h ed U I e Brett Scribner i President
Steve Gebauer i Vice President
Satu rdav Eveninqs Dave Bergeson fi Treasurer

- ] Dave Patonii Secretary
5:00 pm The BridgeContemporary Worship  Debbie Pirkl fi Financial Secretary

Sunday I\/Iorninqs Committee Chairpersons

] : . . Janell Woods  ........ Christian Education
9:30 am WOFShIp with HOIy Communion Beth Hostager & Diane Meyers .............

............................... Finance Co Chairs

WOI’ShiD On WedneSday! Patrice Katzenmaier & Tiffany Cook

600 pm Worshlp Iead by Zach Taylor ........................ Fellowship Co ChaII?S
Mark Rogosheske .................. Memorial

. Darcy McKenzie .......ooeeveeeee. Inviting
2nd & 4thNedneSdav Evenlngs Jenny Van Pelt ....................... Missions
7:30 pm Contemplative Worship in the Chap@lc Donahue ... Property & Maintenance
Kim Henning .......cccceeene Stewardship

Mary Brunkow ............ Worship & Music

Marnie Gulsvig & Annette Youness ......
The Church & | | Youth & Family Co Chairs

Office is staffed

Nominating Committee

Monday through Friday Pastor John ................... Mary Molumby
8:30 am - 4:30 pm Joy Stenhaug .........cccoccveeeene Sara Ruff
If you need assistance outside of these hours (3 additional positions to be filled)

please call ahead to be sure someone will be

: _ Church Foundation
available to assist you. Thank you.

Dave Paton ....................... Chairperson
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Contemplative Practices

(2™ and 4 ™ Wednesdays of the month)
Worship 7:30 -8 p.m. in the Chapel
Study 8 -9 p.m. in Room 204 -205

JANUARY 10 & 24

Contemplative Worship
is from 7:30 -8 p.m. in the Chapel.
Music. Silence. Communion.

Contemplative Study

0The Wisdom Jesus:

) . Heart and Mind -a New Perspective
Rooted in the Word Bible and Breakfast on Christ and His

Saturday, January 6 | 8:30-10 a.m. Cynthia Bourgeault, chapters 6 & 7
“The Lord’s Prayer” respectively, will be discussed.

You are welcome

Joseph’s Grill _
At either or both!

Private Dining Room

is from 8 -9 p.m. in 204 -205 where Wisdom Jesus

140 S. Wabasha St., St. Paul

Rooted in the Word
The Small Catechism
501 ¢ Year of Reformation

Capital View Café
637 Smith Ave., St. Paul

Join us for a presentation and discussion
about the prayer that Jesus taught us.
Lut herds teachings ar ¢\
This prayer continues to be central to the
daily life of the Christian community.
Why would Pope Francis want to change

it? Come and be enriched. Friday Mornings | January 12, 26 | 7:30-8:30 am
Rooted in the Word Going Forward: Want to try something new for your spiritual life in

1 Feb.3 Baptism 2018? How about a group of men gathered around

1 Mar. 3 Holy Communion breakfast, scripture and lots of laughter? It might

1 April 7 The Office of the Keys be just what youdre | ooking

Men’s Renewal Group

Let’s Talk

Muslim/Lutheran Potluck
Thursday, January 18th 6-9

Dr . Nadi ads Home, Brookl yn
Carpool from St. Stephenos

Nothing says hospitality like an invitation to a home! Last year we had a wonderful gathering at

Babani ds Kurdish Restaurant, this year Dr. Nadia
invited whether this is your first Letds Talk or
advance. What to bring to a Muslim/Lutheran Potluck? No pork. No alcohol. Finger foods are

requested.
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ADULHORUNMDECEMBER

January is a traditional cold month. Our Adult Forum sessions for January are red hot. Come to
the |l ounge after our service. We begin at 10:40 and
tion regarding donuts, just come with your coffee. @k
e,
January 7 Social Media...and the Church?” is the topic that will be explored by .;\.g}
Sitraka Rakotoarivelo. Even if you do not use social media, you can j’_%L
| earn about it and how St. Stephen o@l.a_;!(gg-flzes
January 14
. “Justice and Reconciliation6 i s an area we need to explore.
We wel come Professor Guillermo Hansen back t ¢

regarding Martin Luther last October). What are our Luther Seminary students
learning about this justice and reconciliation? How are they learning? How can
we apply justice and reconciliation to our lives?

January 21  “Human Trafficking 101” explores a topic that has been reported a great deal in the
press and other media as Minnesota prepares for Super Bowl 52. This presentation provides an
overview of human trafficking and how survivors may be negatively impacted by trafficking trauma.
Learn about the components of trafficking how it operates, and explore warning signs that individ-

uals maybe victims of trafficking.

January 28  Annual Congregational Meeting. See you there! %‘}

Did you miss the weekend sermon?

LISTEN TO SERMONS Just want to hear it again? You can

g now find the weekend sermons on our
ONLINE- &

Website www.ststephenswsp.org.
Women and Justice

Drop down menu OResour c
On November 15, 2017 the  ELCA Task Force on Women and Justice: One in Christ released the

Draft of their Social Statement. The comment Eeriod on the Draft is OEen until Seﬁtember 30, 2018.

- The 19 ELCA members on the task force represent diverse walks of life, perspectives,
gender, geography, ethnicity and skills that provide a variety of thoughtful voices. The range of issues
that the task force continues to explore remains open -ended since there are many issues that affect
individuals, congregations, communities and society. Want to learn more? Check out the ELCA web-
site or talk to Mark Rogosheske. Join the conversation.

NOTE FROM PASTOR TIM: Just a quick note to let you know that | have now set up a special page

on my blog (https://feralpastor.blogspot.com/p/road-trip-series.html) that will be a companion to

the ongoing Road Trip sermon series. You can use it to find the video for each message which is also

posted with the slides that were shown (since you probably can't read them in the video)! These ser-

mons are really more like a set of short lessons I'm crafting especially for the purpose of introducing

di scipleship | anguage and tools to St. Stephends. Pl eas
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