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ñTransFormative Connections  
to God, each other, and the worldò 
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I remember taking off from the airport on a grey, rainy, 

overcast day and flying through the zero visibility, rain 

drops running along the planeõs windows. Then the dark-

ness began to lighten to haze and suddenly we broke 

through the clouds to brilliant sunshine and blue sky.  The 

clouds we had been complaining about changed from  

oppressive to a beautiful, soft, rolling carpet, stunning.  

Know the feeling on a personal level?  We all have plenty of 

overcast conditions in each of our lives, no matter the 

weather.  Worry and fear makes any day dark and gloomy. 

Worry and fear are like a pair of òcloud glassesó that shadow 

whatever is around us ñno matter how wonderful it might 

truly be.  

But Epiphany is a celebration of It calls us to 

faith that the shadows and overcast are never the final con-

dition.  The Gospel of John declares, 

This 

is the light that Jesus brings and reveals all around us.   

What a difference this light makes!  Itõs not a light that 

guarantees everything will work out in the short term ñbut 

it most certainly will in the long term.  The light guarantees 

thisñGod is with you, and that is more than enough!  

The sun is always shining above the clouds ñalwaysñ

alwaysñalways, and God is always with us in Jesus Christ, 

in all situations and circumstances, always, always, always.  

Godõs light replaces worry and fear with faith, hope and 

love.  Then we begin to see things as they really are:  

wonderful!  

Donõt worry; the Light is on for you too!  

 

There is Always Light 
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gerrit.lamain@gmail.com  
 

Alternative Worship Music Minister  

  zach@ststephenswsp.org  
 

ñOffice Administrator  

jan@ststephenswsp.org  
 

ñBookkeeper  

abra@ststephenswsp.org  

 

Brett Scribner ñPresident  

Steve GebauerñVice President  

Dave BergesonñTreasurer  

Dave PatonñSecretary  

Debbie Pirkl ñFinancial Secretary  

 

 

 Janell Woods  ........  Christian Education  

 Beth Hostager & Diane Meyers  .............   

  ...............................  Finance Co Chairs  

 Patrice Katzenmaier & Tiffany Cook  .....   

   ........................    Fellowship Co Chairs  

 Mark Rogosheske  ..................  Memorial  

 Darcy McKenzie  ......................  Inviting  

  Jenny Van Pelt  ........................  Missions  

 Eric Donahue  ...  Property & Maintenance  

 Kim Henning  ....................  Stewardship  

 Mary Brunkow  ............ Worship & Music  

 Marnie Gulsvig & Annette Youness  ......   

  ....................  Youth & Family Co Chairs  

 

 

 Pastor John  ...................  Mary Molumby  

 Joy Stenhaug  .........................  Sara Ruff  

     (3 additional positions to be filled)  

 

 Dave Paton  .......................  Chairperson

Saturday Evenings 
 5:00 pm The BridgeðContemporary Worship 
 

Sunday Mornings 
 9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Worship On Wednesday! 
 6:00 pm Worship lead by Zach Taylor 
 

2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings 
 7:30 pm Contemplative Worship in the Chapel 
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If you need assistance outside of these hours 

please call ahead to be sure someone will be 

available to assist you.  Thank you.  

1575 Charlton Street  

West St. Paul, MN 55118  
 

Church Phone:  651 -457 -6541  

Fax Number:  651 -457 -5857  

www.ststephenswsp.org  
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The Small Catechism  

501
st

 Year of Reformation  

Join us for a presentation and discussion 

about the prayer that Jesus taught us.  

Lutherõs teachings are very practical.   

This prayer continues to be central to the 

daily life of the Christian community.  

Why would Pope Francis want to change 

it?  Come and be enriched.   
 

: 
 

¶ Feb. 3  Baptism  

¶ Mar. 3  Holy Communion  

¶ April 7  The Office of the Keys  

Contemplative Practices  

(2
nd

 and 4
th

 Wednesdays of the month)  

Worship 7:30 -8 p.m. in the Chapel  

Study 8 -9 p.m. in Room 204 -205  

is from 7:30 -8 p.m. in the Chapel.  

Music. Silence. Communion.  

 

is from 8 -9 p.m. in 204 -205 where 

òThe Wisdom Jesus: Transforming 

Heart and Mind -a New Perspective 

on Christ and His Messageó by 

Cynthia Bourgeault, chapters 6 & 7 

respectively, will be discussed.   

 

You are welcome  

At either or both!  

                                  Capital View Café  

                                  637 Smith Ave., St. Paul  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to try something new for your spiritual life in 

2018?  How about a group of men gathered around 

breakfast, scripture and lots of laughter? It might 

be just what youõre looking for.  You are invited!   

 

Muslim/Lutheran Potluck  

Dr. Nadiaõs Home, Brooklyn Park  

Carpool from St. Stephenõs at 5:30 p.m.  

 

Nothing says hospitality like an invitation to a home!  Last year we had a wonderful gathering at 

Babaniõs Kurdish Restaurant, this year Dr. Nadia is opening her home.  Be reassured you are  

invited whether this is your first Letõs Talk or youõre a regular. Please RSVP to Pastor John in  

advance.  What to bring to a Muslim/Lutheran Potluck?  No pork. No alcohol. Finger foods are 

requested.   
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SUNDAYADULTFORUM: DECEMBER 
January is a traditional cold month.  Our Adult Forum sessions for January are    Come to 

the lounge after our service. We begin at 10:40 and end at 11:30.  If you have a New Yearõs resolu-

tion regarding donuts, just come with your coffee.  

 

January 7  ò  is the topic that will be explored by  

  Sitraka Rakotoarivelo.  Even if you do not use social media, you can  

  learn about it and how St. Stephenõs utilizes this useful tool.  

 

January 14   

ó is an area we need to explore.   

 We welcome Professor Guillermo Hansen back to St. Stephenõs.  (He spoke to us  

 regarding Martin Luther last October).  What are our Luther Seminary students  

 learning about this justice and reconciliation?  How are they learning?  How can  

 we apply justice and reconciliation to our lives?  

 

January 21   explores a topic that has been reported a great deal in the 

press and other media as Minnesota prepares for Super Bowl 52. This presentation provides an 

overview of human trafficking and how survivors may be negatively impacted by trafficking trauma.  

Learn about the components of trafficking how it operates, and explore warning signs that individ-

uals maybe vict ims of t rafficking.   

 

January 28  See you there!  

Did you miss the weekend sermon?  

Just want to hear it again?  You can 

now find the weekend sermons on our 

Website www.ststephenswsp.org.  

Drop down menu òResourcesó òMediaó. 

Just a quick note to let you know that I have now set up a special page 

on my blog that will be a companion to 

the ongoing Road Trip sermon series. You can use it to find the video for each message which is also 

posted with the slides that were shown (since you probably can't read them in the video)!  These ser-

mons are really more like a set of short lessons I'm crafting especially for the purpose of introducing 

discipleship language and tools to St. Stephenõs. Please be sure to review any that you may have missed. 

On November 15, 2017 the released the 

Draft of their Social Statement.  The comment period on the Draft is open until September 30, 2018.  

The 19 ELCA members on the task force represent diverse walks of life, perspectives, 

gender, geography, ethnicity and skills that provide a variety of thoughtful voices. The range of issues 

that the task force continues to explore remains open -ended since there are many issues that affect 

individuals, congregations, communities and society. Want to learn more?  Check out the ELCA web-

site or talk to Mark Rogosheske.  Join the conversation.  


