“Connecting to God , each other, and the world”
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Earlier this fall, I preached a sermon in which I encouraged us to
view St. Stephen’s, and all Christian communities, as "Under
Construction." We are constantly welcoming new members, saying goodbye to previous members, and growing in faith as current members. We don't stay the same—and we are not meant to!
God calls us to respond to the world around us with love, intention, and welcoming.
St. Stephen's is certainly a community "Under Construction," we
have grown and changed much over the years and we have much
to celebrate. Most recently, I saw this when I was invited to a
meeting of our Sanctuary Renovation Committee, which is led by
Tina Scribner, Jessica Donahue, Amy Boll-Wilson, Shirley Eisfelder,
Loren Van Pelt, Lori Ritt, Sitraka Rakotoarivelo, Zach Taylor and
Pastor John Snider. The committee is dedicated to ensuring our
guests and members feel welcome in the sanctuary and narthex,
so that our worship space enhances our worship experience.
There are a few changes that can make significant improvements
to the atmosphere: glass doors to connect the sanctuary to the
narthex to improve the view from both directions; more
accessible seating places for folks who have mobility issues; and new
light fixtures that will increase the brightness of our sanctuary.
The one improvement that stands out is one that will tell people
without us saying a word that children are welcome in worship. A
small area toward the front of the sanctuary, just northeast of the
altar, is being converted to a child friendly worship area, with
child-sized tables for children to sit at, rugs for babies and toddlers to crawl on, and quiet, age-appropriate distractions to help
children remain with us for the entire worship service.
In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus said
In making these small changes to
our sanctuary, we are making sure that all God’s children feel
welcome. As we continue our efforts to be a community connected to God, each other, and the world, these sanctuary improvements are a good step in the right direction.
-Pastor Cassie
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1575 Charlton Street
West St. Paul, MN 55118
Church Phone: 651-457-6541
Fax Number: 651-457-5857
www.ststephenswsp.org

Monday — Friday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
(If you need assistance outside of these
hours please call ahead to be sure someone will be available to assist you.)
—Senior Pastor
john@ststephenswsp.org
—Associate Pastor
cassie@ststephenswsp.org
Director of Children & Youth Ministries
sitraka@ststephenswsp.org
—Music Director/Organist
gerrit.lamain@gmail.com
Alternative Worship Music Minister
zach@ststephenswsp.org
—Office Administrator
jan@ststephenswsp.org
—Bookkeeper
abra@ststephenswsp.org

Summer Worship Schedule September 20, 2015—May 29,2016

Saturday Evenings

5:00 pm The Bridge—Contemporary Worship

Sunday Mornings

8:30 am Worship with Holy Communion
10:45 am Worship with One Sacrament
12:00 pm Pueblo de Fe—Worship in Spanish

Children & Youth Programs
Church School Year: September 9, 2015 - April 20, 2016

Wednesday Evenings (6:00-7:00 pm)
J.O.Y. (“Jesus, Others, and You”)
Ages 3 through 1st Grade
W.I.L.D. (“Word In Love & Deed”)
2th-5th Grade
Confirmation 6th-8th Grade

Sunday Mornings
Senior High Youth Group 9th-12th Grade
Sundays 9:30-10:30 am

Jessica Donahue—President
Brett Scribner—Vice President
Dave Bergeson—Treasurer
Doug Schmitt—Secretary
Kathy Packer—Financial Secretary
Tanisha Pikula .........Christian Education
Beth Hostager/Diane Meyers ...... Finance
Patrice Katzenmaier ............... Fellowship
Mark Rogosheske .................... Memorial
Steve Morganson ............... Membership
..................................... and Evangelism
Ann Anderson.......................... Missions
Amy Wilson ........................ Properties &
.......................... Maintenance Co Chairs
Laura Vitelli .........................Stewardship
Lori Ritt ........................ Worship & Music
Dane & Darcy McKenzie .........................
.......................Youth & Family Co Chairs
Pastor John ........................... Dave Paton
Tiffany Cook .................. Darcy McKenzie
Brett Scribner............... Annette Youness
Dave Paton ..........................Chairperson
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Rooted in the Word V: Three Books
How Can We Live—Really? 1 John 5:1-13
Rooted in the Word is a monthly focus we practice here at St. Stephen’s. Each month we
focus on a new topic related to the Bible—this month we are focusing on the 5th chapter of
1 John—you are invited to include this as a part of your devotions at home this month. We
study these topics in greater depth at our monthly Bible & Breakfast gathering, where we
briefly hear teaching about the topic, we discuss the topic, we eat, and we pray--all in an hour
and a half!
We will talk about how we incorporate what we learn in the Bible into our daily lives. We know
that we have been given eternal life; so what now? How does this change the life we live day
to day? We hope to see you at the Bible & Breakfast on Saturday, December 5th at 8:30am at
Joseph's Grill in St. Paul to discuss this text and share fellowship.

This wonderful organization, served for years
by Mark Rogosheske. Our Mission Committee
arranged a table for our youth who went to
Detroit. Our youth
were wonderful.
I was very proud of
how they handled
themselves and
were engaged by
Vice President
Mondale the rest of
the evening.

from
through
at
.
will continue on Saturdays at 5 p.m. with the exception of
Saturday, December 26th when the Bridge will not be held.
The single service in January was begun last year and was very popular. It allows those who worship on Sunday to worship together and we enjoy the fuller
sanctuary.
will be held following the
(a week earlier than usual).
Thank you for your flexibility.
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December is your last opportunity for opportunities to participate
in Adult Forum in 2015. See you in the lounge from 9:40-10:30
with/without your coffee and doughnut.
December 6.

Sunday Adult

with Erica Oswald. Ministry to the Kurds in
Forum
Turkey is a long standing program of St. Stephen’s. We organize
our efforts through Lutheran Mideast Development (formerly
Lutheran Orient Mission Society). Erica Oswald visited there
recently and she will share with us experiences from her trip and our latest efforts with
the Kurds. What’s new? What’s continuing? How can we help?
December 13

During the Christmas season we experience an
unusually good amount of appropriate music. We are blessed at St. Stephen’s with the
exceptional leadership of Gerrit Lamain. Today’s program shows how congregational
music owes its origin to Martin Luther. He changed the mode of public worship by integrating music into the divine service so that all Christians – not just the clergy – could
express and celebrate their belief. The program also includes highlights of Luther’s life
and teachings.
December 20 and 27

See you in 2016!

has received a very
special request from the Syrian Village of Kobani. This is the
village whose defeat by ISIS brought American air support to
the war in September of 2014. LMD has worked with their refugees in camps in Turkey. They have asked our help to keep
them in their village this winter so as NOT TO JOIN the refugee
stream to Europe. LMD has the support of the Turkish District
Governor to cross the Turkish border without paying duty.
Kobani needs our immediate help. We have sent out requests for help to our supporters and to
the entire St. Paul Area Synod through Bishop Lull. With a very generous grant by the
we have begun responding to their needs. It is a unique opportunity for us to respond to the heart of one of our time’s greatest human challenges and witness
to kindness and love through a Lutheran Christian organization, based here at St. Stephen’s.
The girl in this picture has received chicken, eggs, a coat and mittens from us. Please keep this
situation and all involved in your prayers.

This
year we are offering red only in 6 1/2 inch pots. The cost is $15. Please fill out
a order form that can be found in your Sunday bulletin or on the Connection
Center, or call the church office. Thank you.
Please watch your Sunday bulletins for more information. A special thank you to the Paton
family for hosting again this year
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Confirmation Classes meet on Wednesday evenings from 6-7pm.
If you’d like more information on joining our classes, please contact Pastor Cassie. Here is our schedule for this month:
December
December
December
December
December

2
9
16
23
31

Advent Event: PARENTS NIGHT, students & adults meet at 6pm in sanctuary
Class
Class
No Class, Christmas Break
No Class, Christmas Break

To improve communication with Confirmation families, as of October, the Confirmation Weekly
Email is being delivered using the MailChimp service. MailChimp may initially show up in your
promotions, junk, or spam folders, depending on your email settings, so please make sure to
look for the email and add cassie@ststephenswsp.org to your address book to ensure you receive the weekly emails. While watching the monthly newsletter is always good, sometimes we
have last-minute changes to the schedule and email remains our main communication method
with parents.

Acolytes light the candles at the beginning of worship, extinguish them at
the end, and assist the pastors with leading worship. Students in 4th grade
and older are welcome to serve in this way, as are youth and adults. We will
provide training.
If you’re interested in signing up to acolyte, please visit our sign up page
online: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c48adae2aaa8-acolyte.
See page 14 of this publication for current acolyte schedule for December.

As many of you know, Tony and I are looking forward to welcoming our 3rd son to our family in
early February. To better balance our family’s time and obligations, I requested that the Executive Committee allow me to reduce my time at St. Stephen’s to 80% time beginning on January
1st and that request has been granted. Most of you won’t notice much of a change, as I will continue to lead worship almost every weekend; the main change will be that I will be out of the office an additional day each week and perhaps preaching a little less.
As I step back a little, my faith in God leads me to hope that others in the congregation might
step up and use their gifts in new ways to build up our ministry together. If you think you might
have gifts for serving as a lay visitor (bringing communion to our folks who are unable to come
church on a regular basis) or if you have gifts in the area of small group leadership, Pastor John
and I are interested in talking to you. We have some new ministries that we’ve been working on
that could use some good leaders.
As we walk through this transition together, I am grateful for a little more time to watch Elijah,
Oliver, and their baby brother grow. We all know that the years pass quickly and Tony and I are
thankful for this opportunity to take a little extra time to savor this time together.
- Pastor Cassie
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Dear Tracy Westman,
We greet you in the name of Jesus Christ. We hope you and our
brothers and sisters in St.Stephen are fine. How are Tina, Pastor
John, Beth and Jenny? Are they fine? The people of Ihimbo remember
them and are looking forward to meet them again.
Our aim in this letter is to inform you the progress of our dispensary
of Ihimbo which you support to maintain. Up to now our dispensary
has two new servants which make to provide good services to our
clients, both are nurses.
Also for this letter we thanks much for your plan for collecting money for making electricity grid wiring in our
dispensary for doing that it help us to provide quality services for our clients in all time an even night especially for pregnancy women or a women who expected to get birth; also it can help to use fregerator for
keeping medicine. Also the money which you collected we begging you to send to us through Bega kwa Bega
in order that money to work purposefully before the costs rise for connecting with electricity grid.
Also we thanks for your money which you send to us through Bega kwa Bega Tsh.12, 800,000 as a fees for
schooling our our students for different schools for 32 students who benefit for. Also we receive greetings
letter with album. We read that letter in church on 09/08/2019, and church members are very happy to hear
your greetings.
Also we want to share with you our action plan for our parish for 2015/2016 as follows:

a.

: We continue with bricks making, up now we have 6000 bricks. We plan to make 25,000
bricks, each member must make 250 bricks, we plan to build hostel, and through hostel it can help
us to earn some money for our parish.

b.

: We transport/carry bricks to site for building house for parish work. This work we plan to
finish from October to November, 2015. Also we continue with putting windows in our church.

c.

: We made bricks for church building; we expect to start to build on September – October
this year.

d.

: They expect to painting church.

All those plans will be fulfilled by all Christians contribute money and doing some activities by their hands
like making bricks, digging foundation, carrying bricks on their heads e.t.c.
Lastly, we want to welcome you and other members from St. Stephen’s to visit us once again in order to see
where we are in development, for services which God gives us by making some people believe in Jesus and
be His disciples.
We ask you to pray for us in order to strengthen each other in faith and Christian Mission.
We love you,

Emilie Goldsworthy is working on her Girl Scout Gold Award. As her Gold Award project she will be
hosting a garage sale on March 19, 2016 to raise money to purchase books
for the Harmony, Minnesota library. Her goal is to raise $500. How can
you help Emilie? Donations of books, small household items and clothing
for teens and young adults would be greatly appreciated. Also be sure to
mark your calendars to attend the garage sale—who knows what treasures
you may find. Emilie can be contacted at iroxumore@gmail.com.
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Under Construction.
Being
is the blessed (and challenging) life of the Christian. Being “Under
Construction” allows us to be
; no one is perfect, no one is finished. It also allows us
to be
, God is the one at work in our lives, as Paul wrote in Philippians 2:4 to
That’s a mind with a little more faith, a little more
hope and a little more love. St. Stephen’s is
with new programing and
currently lots of improvements in the sanctuary.
We invite you to take a look at your financial stewardship and see it as a work in progress, Under Construction. We are asking all members and friends of St. Stephen’s to increase their giving as they are able and as a work of faith.
We are also grateful for Pledges which help budgeting. During all three worship services on the
weekend of December 5/6 we will have an opportunity to offer our pledges in worship.
It’s great to be Under Construction when it’s the Lord doing the building.

Once again this Christmas season we will have the opportunity to help families in need in Dakota County. This is a great opportunity for us to serve
and to send God's message of love and hope.
On it you will find tags for a variety of gift items for various people— children to adults—and a wide variety of ages, needs and gift
options, including gift cards for food. We are excited about fulfilling this
opportunity for generosity and stewardship.
Can you help? We need

We have done this the past two years and have had an amazing amount of
support. If you can help in any way, let Patty or Larry Longard know.

This year we did not hold a second stewardship effort, nevertheless we are coming close to our
budget. Please remember, this year we budgeted a $77,000.00 deficit. We know this is unsustainable and are taking steps to make significant reductions in the deficit. We also need to
increase our giving so an extra gift to your church for Christmas
would be appreciated.
Member Contributions
October Year-to-Date
Budget
Actual
Variance
348,400
332,631
-15,769

Annual
Budget
447,833

The figures above provide a comparison of budget vs. actual member contributions.
The budget reflects 2015 member pledges and historical giving patterns.
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The study of
by Cynthia Bourgeault
included 32 participants and an additional 7 people who purchased the
book. Many found it very powerful. We will gather for review (or an introduction for anyone interested) on
in the Noreen Lounge.

Center for Lifelong Learning
Wednesday
December 9, 2015  10:00 am
Robert Street, West St Paul

Consider talking a class at
the Lay School of Theology.
Here’s what they are offering:
Winter classes



DIGGING TO AMERICA

by Anne Tyler
THE BURGESS BROTHERS

by Elizabeth Strout



Jeremiah: Judgment,
Trauma and Hope
“A People for God’s
Name:” Believing and
Belonging in Luke and
Acts
Martin Luther—A Grand
Assortment of Insights
Part 2

will be
received at worship services
at the Bridge, December 12 a
5 p.m. or on Sunday, December 13, 8:30 a.m. only! It
isn’t too late to make St.
Stephen’s your church home,
please call the office or
speak to one of the
pastors.

St. Stephen’s delivers every fourth Wednesday for the Meals-On-Wheels program.
. We pick up meals at Faith
United Methodist Church, and deliver to our neighbors in West St. Paul, Mendota, Inver Grove, and the South St. Paul area. If you feel called to help us, please
contact Loren Van Pelt at (651)-768-9229, or the church office. Thank you for
all you do.

feeding the body and the soul at: Capital View Café, 637 Smith Ave,
St. Paul.
Especially needed are:
Tuna/Canned Meats, Pancake mix and syrup, Hamburger Helper, Shampoo,
Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Canned fruit, jelly, toilet paper, Spaghettio’s and
canned pastas and hygiene products. Place in box in Narthex. THANKS!

Mixed Group: Tuesdays at 6:30 pm, Rm 206  Women’s Group: Fridays at 7:00 pm, Rm 206
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- 10 a.m. Coffee Concert*
Gerrit will present a program of Hymn arrangements as well as video clips
of the famous Dutch organist who became Gerrit's roll model. Coffee and
Dutch treats, baked by Gerrit, will follow the presentation.
*If you plan to attend, please bring some "goodies" to pass. If you would
be available to help with hospitality (making coffee, set up and clean up)
please see Gerrit.



“Music for
the Season”

Each month
I will donate 10
CD's of my hymn
improvisations for
a Food Shelf
donation.

put your monetary donation in the provided envelope and drop it in the mail.
Thank you! -Gerrit

*If you plan to attend,
please bring some "goodies"
to pass. If you would be able
to help with hospitality,
please see Gerrit.

National Lutheran Choir
30 Years of Singing Together

Celebrate Christmas with the National Lutheran Choir
Very soon the National Lutheran Choir returns to the awe-inspiring space of the Basilica of Saint Mary to present
its sacred Christmas Festival, this year titled, “The Spotless Rose.” Known to many as the way to welcome the
holy season, the Christmas Festival removes the listener from any sense of time and space and draws them into a
place of wonder and beauty. Through thoughtful choreography, the choir performs from the front and back of the
sanctuary, amidst and surrounding the audience. Carefully chosen poetry and readings appear throughout the
program, guiding the listener through the musical journey. This year’s literature includes works by Howells, Fleming, Rutter, Siegfried, Tavener and Britten, plus new works by David Conte and Dale Warland.
Friday, December 11 - 4:30pm & 8pm and Saturday, December 12 - 8pm
Tickets are selling fast! Order yours today!

Call Brown Paper Tickets at (800) 838-3006.
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Sitraka Rakotoarivelo, Youth Director

November is one of our busiest months. Annually we host Operation Christmas Child for our families and it is very well attended. Many things get donated and we are always happy to be able to
pack shoeboxes full of goodies for children around the world. As we think about these type of
events, we invite all families to really think about how events like these help (or not help at all). We
think it is important to examine what message we are trying to share with the world, especially
when it comes to the meaning of Christmas in our lives. Is it really about the candy, small cars, and
gifts? As we prepare for the season of Advent, let us always remember what it is REALLY about.
Our focus will always be partnering with families to lead children in a growing relationship with
Jesus Christ. We are passionate about providing environments, teaching and resources each week
which will foster a knowledge and belief in core truths from the Bible. We desire to partner with
you, the parent, as you take your role as the primary faith trainer of your child by coming alongside
you during these milestones in your child's life. Each area of children's ministry provides a developmentally appropriate, gospel-centered environment for your child.

The Youth & Education Committees are always looking for more ways to engage our students every
week. On November 6-8, we had the opportunity to attend an Urban Immersion retreat in Minneapolis. These retreats are focused on the effects of poverty in the state of Minnesota as well as the
world. This was a VERY good retreat. We had fun, but we also have the opportunity to have really
hard conversations on what poverty is doing in our neighborhoods. There will be more opportunities for our Sr. High students and families to advocate for those who are truly in need.
Our website is going through a transitional phase. If you go to ststephenswsp.org, you will see updated information under Ministries > Children’s Ministry. We are thinking of ways we can inform
others about our programming, and this is a great opportunity to be a part of a video we are producing for our ministry pages.

CKC Good Foods have been providing our Wednesday evening meals and they have been doing a
fantastic job! Going to this has alleviated pressure to our volunteers who have done it in the past. It
takes a lot of hours to prepare meals for 50+ people, so going through CKC has really helped ease
our Wednesdays.
To learn more about them go to ckcgoodfoods.com
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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, 9:00am - 2:00pm
Come check out cool stuff in the Fellowship Hall in between services!
And better yet around lunch time there will be a chili cook-off. For anyone interested in joining in
on the fun contact Sitraka at sitraka@ststephenswsp.org or calling 612-231-3490.
All proceeds to go supporting our Children’s Ministries. Without your generous support this ministry wouldn’t be effective, so we say THANK YOU for your continued support.
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, 10:45am, December 13
Our annual Children’s Christmas program will be something you don’t want to miss! We have the
opportunity to see and experience the birth of Jesus. Even though this is a very familiar story to all
of us, there is always something different that happens to us every year. Come experience the story
of when Love was born.
As part of the morning we will be selling baked goods for people to buy so if you want to make
something please bring them the morning of December 13th. All proceeds go to our Faith Formation classes.
December 30, 2015
Our first ever Bouncy House Fundraiser at St. Stephen’s. Come drop off your kids for an amazing
time at the Noreen Activity Center. More information to come.

December 13, 10:45am, Fellowship Hall
This is a very important event at St. Stephen’s. What a fun way to get to know the children more as
well as giving you an opportunity to develop your gifts and talents for the production. We are doing
something a little different this year. Our Christmas program will incorporate production elements
(videos, music, lights, etc.) so we need your help.
If you have a heart for drama and live production, or would like to learn more about it, please let Sitraka know by contacting
him at
or by calling the church at 651-457-6541.
Wednesdays in January from 6pm - 7pm
This will be an intergenerational worship experience for everyone at St. Stephen’s. Instead of having our regular Faith Formation classes, we will be worshipping in a different way. There will be
singing, prayer, small group discussion and encouragement. There is a lot of planning that needs
to take place and how awesome would it be if different age groups took part in putting this together? So, if you are itching to help contact Sitraka by e-mailing at
or
Pastor Cassie at
January 2-3, 2016
Celebrate the New Year with a fabulous family lock-in. But of course this will not be able to happen
without YOU! We will need to plan this fun event. If you are interested contact Darcy McKenzie by
e-mailing
St. Stephen’s Update Newsletter ▪ December, 2015
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Each month a group
of dedicated volunteers
from St. Stephen's
responds to Jesus' call
to feed the hungry by
preparing and serving a meal to hungry
people in our community.

Feed My Starving Children is a non-profit
Christian organization committed to feeding
God’s children hungry in body and spirit.
The following dates have been reserved for
St. Stephen’s volunteers at the Eagan
facility. 990 Lone Oak Rd., Suite 136.
Join Code 718132

Come for the whole
evening or just part. The schedule is:
2:30-5 Preparation, 5-6 Serving,
6-7 Clean Up.
Questions - please call Ann Anderson at 651
-451-4876. St. Matthew’s Church is located
at 490 Hall Street, in St. Paul.

Join Code 718135
If you are able to attend,
please sign up online at
using the Join
Code above or contact
Toni Wakem at 651-4573188.

(School Age Care at the Noreen Activity Center)
There are over 50 5th through 8th graders registered for Encore,
the Middle School After School program for School District 197,
which meets in in the Noreen Activity Center. Any given afternoon from 3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. over 30 are at St. Stephen’s.
What an OPPORTUNITY for those who are looking to make a
difference!
If that’s you, please consider one of the following two ways:
If you have a skill or an interest, from cooking to woodworking, from basketball to sewing, knitting,
quilting, arts and craft, would you consider coming for
and sharing it with the
young people?
. Come by and read assignments with students for 45 minutes, any day,
Monday through Thursday. Let them read to you. Spend 30 to 60 minutes.
Sometimes where we can serve is right in front of us. We need to give. We need to nurture. We need to
make a long term difference and helping young people learn is a gift to them, their families and our
community.
If you’re interested please contact the church office or Amanda, the after school program coordinator:
651-245-5329 or ashadoin@tridistrictce.org.
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Happy December Birthdays!
12/1
12/1
12/1
12/1
12/1
12/2
12/3
12/4
12/4
12/4
12/5
12/5
12/5
12/6
12/6
12/6
12/6
12/7
12/9
12/9
12/9
12/9
12/10
12/10

Brett Culver
Brenda Gieser
Janet Greengard
Ted Heuer
Kristine Klein
Marjorie Haslerud
Guy de Lambert III
Marti Bonk
Blake Martinson-Packer
Mark Rogosheske II
Sharon Booth
Thomas Evans
Zachary Ruff
Jessica Anderson
Piper Gillman
Dane McKenzie
Rebekah Villafuerte
Cullum Buetow-Staples
Devin Bauert
Mary Molumby
Debbie Pirkl
Anna Wilson
Paul Martinek
Thomas Weinzettel

Please help up keep our
prayer list of members in the
military current. Each Sunday
we include all known
members in the military in our
“prayers of the people.”
Please call the church office if
you know of additions or
deletions.
Thank you.

12/11
12/11
12/11
12/11
12/12
12/12
12/13
12/13
12/13
12/13
12/14
12/14
12/14
12/15
12/15
12/15
12/17
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/18
12/20
12/20
12/21

Lisa Graham
Andrew Heuer
Clyde Warren
Chloe Willhite
Barb Dickie
Judith Hammersten
Nancy Haugland
Mary Pease
Cleone Sawatzky
Steven Schram
Michael Bonk
Noreen Boyum
Michelle Steffen
Stacy Dreelan
Arlen Jacobson
Tina Scribner
David Mace
Cheryl Millard
Nicole de Lambert
David Heutmaker
Jon Kemming
Holly Engstrom
John Gralish
Brooke Young

12/23
12/23
12/23
12/25
12/25
12/25
12/26
12/26
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/29
12/29
12/29
12/31
12/31
12/31
12/31

Ann Anderson
Joanna Mead
Jim Schaffert
Lisa Kemming
Christine Sterrenberg
Kaitlyn Villars
Leigh Lehman
Beatrice Tonn
Betty Forester
Samantha Henning
Lowell Meyer
Kevin Hanson
Kenneth Pace
John Stai
Tyler Pease
TJ Shields
Joy Stenhaug
Lauren Youness
Dave Dreelan
Dean Olson
Stephanie Quick-Espinoza
Pamela Sweeney

is a monthly newsletter published for members
and friends of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, West St. Paul,
MN. Any news items, articles, and suggestions are welcome
and encouraged.
2nd Wednesday of the Month—

▪
If so, please call the church office with
your email address. We also post the current newsletter on
the St. Stephen’s website at www.ststephenswsp.org.
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For I Know the Plans I Have For You ...
December—Diane Merrill, Joanie Regan
8:30am
10:45am

Butch Canniff, Arnie Heuer, Steve Hanson, Brett Scribner
Jim Packer, Bruce Meyers, Jeff Stenhaug

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

5
6
12
13
19
20
24
25
27

5:00pm
8:30am
5:00pm
8:30am
5:00pm
8:30am
3:30pm
9:30am
9:30am

Camilla and Calvin Millett

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

6
13
20
24

8:30am
8:30am
8:30am
3:30pm

Georgia Adkins
Carol Pagel
Cal Kellerman
Kathy Canniff

Dec 27

9:30am

Dean Eisfelder

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

6
13
20
24

8:30am
8:30am
8:30am
3:30pm

Ann Anderson, Mary Brunkow
Brett and Janice Culver
Deborah Ellis, Lori Ritt
Vicki Jackson, Diane Johnson

Dec 27

9:30am

Dorothy Lea, Joanie Regan

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

Georgia Adkins, Jan and Brett Culver
Joanie Regan, Ann Anderson, Tina Scribner
Dan and Alice Mikel
Dottie Culbert, Don Stenhaug, Wayne Taylor

7
14
21
28

10:45am Lexi Cook, Alyssa Gulsvig
Will Murphy
10:45am Donnie McKenzie
Lydia Lerbs
Camilla and Calvin Millett
Donnie McKenzie

10:45am Mateo Barrera, Alyssa Gulsvig
5:30pm
10:30pm

Acolytes please sign up online at:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c48adae2aaa8-acolyte

10:45am
10:45am
10:45am
5:30pm
10:30pm

Tiffany Cook
Jessica Donahue
Alan Sipinen
Mark Rogosheske
Jenny Van Pelt

10:45am
10:45am
10:45am
5:30pm
10:30pm

Mary Jo Martinek, Diane Meyers
Dane and Darcy McKenzie
Jeff and Lynn Kubat
Kathy Packer, Tracy Westman
Carol Nelson, Jenny Van Pelt

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

6 Steve Morganson
13 Dale Johnson
20 Steve Morganson
27 Dale Johnson

Sign up Genius has been created for Dec., Jan., Feb., March fellowship: set up,
servers and Cub pick up help. A link is being sent to those who served last year
at this time. Check it out and sign up online or at the window in the fellowship
hall. All are invited to participate in this great St. Stephens get together. If you
only have time to run the dish washer or put cups away, that makes a difference for the folks
who are serving. Thanks so much. See you at coffee hour !! Patrice and the fellowship committee
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Third Sunday Advent

8:30 & 10:45 Worship
9:00 am Holiday Boutique
9:30 am Fellowship
Youth Group
9:40 am Adult Forum
9:40 am Baptism Class
9:45 am Choir Practice
Noon PdF Worship
Fellowship
Following
5:00 pm REV Soccer

Second Sunday Advent
STEWARDSHIP

Fourth Sunday Advent

9:30 am Worship
9:30 am Fellowship
Youth Group
10:45 am Choir
Noon PdF Worship
Fellowship following

27

Spec Offering
Loaves & Fishes
8:30 & 10:45 Worship
9:30 am Fellowship
Youth Group
9:40 am Adult Forum
9:45 am Choir
10:45 am Baptism
Noon PdF Worship
Fellowship Following
4:00 pm Concert
5:00 pm REV Soccer

20

8:30 & 10:45 Worship
9:30 am Fellowship
Youth Group
Bake Sale
9:40 am Adult Forum
9:45 am Choir Practice
10:45 am Children’s Prog
Noon PdF Worship
Fellowship
Following
5:00 pm REV Soccer

13
NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED

6

Sunday

pm
pm
pm
pm

pm
pm
pm
pm

Encore
Exec Comm
Girl Scouts
Boy Scouts

Encore
Patrol Leaders
Boy Scouts
Scoutmasters

Church Office Closed
Christmas Holiday

28

3:00 pm Encore
7:00 pm No Boy
Scouts
SNOW
NIGHT

21

3:00
6:00
6:30
7:00

14

3:00
6:00
7:00
7:30

7

Monday
3:00
6:30
6:30
6:30

pm
pm
pm
pm
pm

am
am
pm
pm
pm
pm

pm
pm
pm
pm

Encore
AA-Mixed
Cub Scouts
Sea Scouts
Mary’s Circle

SAC
Rachel Circle
Encore
Loaves & Fish
AA-Mixed
Sea Scouts

Encore
AA-Mixed
Cub Scouts
Sea Scouts

6:30 pm AA-Mixed
6:30 pm Sea Scouts

29

3:00 pm Encore
6:30 pm AA-Mixed
6:30 pm Sea Scouts

22

3:00
6:30
6:30
6:30
7:00

15

8:30
9:30
3:00
5:00
6:30
6:30

8

1

Tuesday

am
am
pm
pm
pm
pm

am
pm
pm
pm
pm

am
pm
pm
pm

Staff Meeting
Bells
Meal
Faith
Formation
6:30 pm Choir
YOUTH FUNDRAISER
Bouncy House
10:30
5:00
5:30
6:00

30

9:00 am Update Vol.
10:30 am Staff Meeting
11:00 am Meals on Whl

23

10:30
3:00
5:00
5:30
6:00

Staff Meeting
Encore
Bell Choir
Meal
Faith
Formation
6:30 pm Choir
7:15 pm Council

16

Book Club
Staff Meeting
Encore
Bell Choir
Meal
Faith
Formation
6:30 pm Choir

10:00
10:30
3:00
5:00
5:30
6:00

UPDATE ARTICLES DUE

9

am
pm
pm
pm
pm

Staff Meeting
Encore
Bell Choir
Meal
Faith
Formation
Orientation
6:30 pm Choir

10:30
3:00
5:00
5:30
6:00

2

Wednesday

NEW YEAR’S EVE

31

CHRISTMAS EVE
11am-1pm Meal
3:30 pm Worship
5:30 pm Worship
10:30 pm Worship

24

8:30 am SAC
10:00 am Concert
2:00 pm MVMS
Potluck
3:00 pm Encore
6:00 pm Girl Scouts

17

3:00 pm Encore
6:00 pm FMSC
6:00 pm Girl Scouts

10

10:00 am Adult Ed
Meeting
3:00 pm Encore
6:00 pm Girl Scouts
7:00 pm All
Committee

3

Thursday

PdF Bible Grp
Encore
PdF Bible Grp
AA Women’s

Holiday—Office Closed

9:30 am Worship

CHRISTMAS DAY

25

Noon
3:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

7:30 am Men’s
Breakfast

18

Second Sunday Advent
STEWARDSHIP

12

8:30 am Bible/Brkfst
Rooted in the Word
Josephs
Noon Bauert Event
3:00 pm Bridge Reh.
5:00 pm The Bridge

5

Saturday

Spec Offering
Loaves & Fishes

No Bridge Service
Today. We’ll be
back next Saturday
January 2 @ 5pm

26

Noon MVMS/NAC
3:00 pm The Bridge
Rehearsal
5:00 pm The Bridge

19

New Members
PdF Bible Grp
Received
Encore
PdF Bible Grp 10:00 am Children’s
Prog Reh.
AA Women’s
10:30 am Centering
Prayer
3:00 pm Bridge Reh.
5:00 pm The Bridge

PdF Bible Grp
Encore
PdF Bible Grp
AA Women’s

Noon
3:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

11

Noon
3:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

7:30 am Men’s
Breakfast

4

Friday
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Performed by St. Stephen’s Voices of Praise Choir

All Christmas Eve services include candle lighting and Holy Communion
A simple, visual, joyful service, for children of all ages
A traditional reading of the Christmas story with hymns.
A formal and powerful worship service in the Lutheran Tradition.
Celebrate Christ’s birth with a quieter, casual worship service.

