“TransFormative Connections
to God, each other, and the world”




That might be an exaggeration as the outside temperatures are
dipping. But within the church community, there is a temperature
we do care about, our inner temperature.
The inner temperature is the temperature of our SPIRITUAL life,
our soul, our spirit, OUR heart. That’s the temperature God is
seeking to turn up.
When the outside temperature in Minnesota is too cold we know
what to do, we can protect ourselves from the cold, we can bundle
up, warm up the cars; stay inside. We know what to do. But how
do we protect ourselves from the outside temperatures of image,
prestige, appearance, affluence? What if our outside temperature
and that of others becomes our primary concern? Outside
temperatures are measured by “cool” or “hot” and they are only
impressions.
Inward temperatures have a different gauge; they are measured by
the criteria of: charity, chastity, generosity, gentleness, goodness,
faithfulness joy, kindness, modesty, peace, patience and selfcontrol. Those aren’t external. They may not even be noticed.
Christmas gives us a lesson. When God chose to be born among
us there wasn’t a hint of externals or appearances. When God was
born among us God chose a cast of characters whose outside
temperature was blah. Mary, Joseph, shepherds, a stable, the
baby Jesus, animals. Yet all of them were swept up in the divine
presence that no pompous Herod, Chief Priest, or Caesar himself
could hold a candle to! Within them glowed the light of faith and
love. That’s the temperature we care about.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory…full of grace and truth. From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace.” (John 1:14, 16)
Don’t let the externals drive your Christmas, they aren’t good
enough. May your Christmas season be humble and filled with
inner moments of peace and love.
We don’t care what the outside temperature is because it is always
beautiful in Christ!
Merry Christmas,
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If so, please call the church office. We also post the current newsletter on our website:
www.ststephenswsp.org.
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Contemplative Prayer and Study

We begin December with a new book.
Join this co-ed group
for the final session
of The Practice of the
Presence of God by
Brother Lawrence.

The book is
described as a modern spiritual
classic for those seeking the open
heart and listening soul of silent
contemplation.

You will
be amazed at the life
of faith this French
monk who lived 300
years ago, what he learned and taught
and how valuable it is today for our life
of faith.



Come join the discussions around
a book of which Dorothy Day wrote,
“Catherine de Hueck Doherty has the gift of a great
and joyous faith and of making life an adventure, a
pilgrimage. Her book show us a new way of growing
the spiritual life. I’m delighted!”
You may be too!



Join Pastor John for a conversation about the meaning of baptism in the Christian life. All those
desiring the sacrament of baptism are required to receive instruction. Please contact the church
office if you are planning to attend.

Capital View Café
637 Smith Avenue
Saint Paul
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Join a group of men for an hour of conversation,
breakfast and talk about the Bible and faith. You’d
be surprised how nice they are!
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SUNDAYADULTFORUM
December Offerings

We hope to see you in the lounge about 10:40 and you can be on your way by 11:30.
A representative of CommonBond Communities
will speak on the broader subject of the need for stable homes, strong futures and vibrant communities. The issues are addressed from a faith-based, social justice background.
As this issue of Update is being printed, we are working on a
special type of Adult Forum presentation. Details are still being worked on, so you will have to find
out later what we have in store!

Thursday, December 20th | 7-8:30 p.m.
Christmas Potluck Dinner and Carol Sing
We are inviting our friends from the mosque to experience a Christmas meal in a home decorated
for Christmas and filled with singing. Some of our best meetings have been around a meal…go
figure!
If you have been intrigued by this opportunity to befriend those who appear to be “strangers
among us” this would be a great event to attend.
We will teach them about our Christmas traditions and learn about them and ourselves in a new
way in the process.
We are presently looking for a host for this evening. You provide the house, we’ll bring the food.

Register Now!
with Pastor Paul Oman
Our Adult Study Leader for this Epiphany Season retreat is Pastor & Artist
Paul Oman. Through Middle Eastern eyes we will look at the sweep of
Jesus' life from his birth through the beginning of his ministry. The topics will include the birth of
Jesus, Joseph, Mary, the visit of the Magi, the Vision of Isaiah, Herod’s Atrocities, Simeon and Anna,
Jesus as a boy, the baptism of Jesus, the early teachings of Jesus in the Beatitudes, and a look at
what Jesus does with the concept of “blessing” in these teachings. You will gain insights otherwise
overlooked in our Western culture, and better understand the meaning and message of Jesus as a
result. Paul will incorporate his artistic abilities and visuals into this study. No Bible experience
necessary. Paul will not “put you on the spot” but will allow you to participate at your own comfort
level. Bring a Bible, or one will be provided for you.
Cost is $150.00. Carpooling. Questions? Talk to Pastor John. Sign up at the Connection Center.
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LENT 2019
We’re at work planning Lent for 2019. Right now we are anticipating
followed by lunch and at
The evening
service this year will be
—and while we have loved
having youth lead in past years—they will get a rest and can worship with
their family.
Service of Light
Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world;
the light no darkness can overcome;
Stay with us now, for it is evening,
And the day is almost over.
Let your light scatter the darkness,
And shine within your people here.

Songs of God and Faith
We are exploring the idea of using a different song each Wednesday that speaks of God and
faith without being overt, with out using any religious words per se.
Please share it with one of our pastors.

Each year the Penumbra Theatre presents “Black Nativity” at holiday time.
This is an incredibly beautiful and moving event, featuring a compelling
narrator who reads the familiar story from the Gospel of Luke, the
Kingdom Life Church Choir, amazing lead vocalists, and two dancers
representing Mary and Joseph.
We will
carpool from St. Stephen’s to the Penumbra. If you would like to have a
holy Christmas experience full of joy, community and spirit, please sign
up at the Connection Center. Tickets are $32.
Your Fellowship Chairpersons—Sara Ruff and Joanna Mead
Fellowship Committee—Kathy Canniff, Jolene Sather, Patrice Katzenmaier

December Selection -
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Don’t some moments in life catch you off guard with their connectedness
with the world? Like everything is right, in this moment, and we are doing
what we should be doing, with who we should be doing it with. I had a
moment like that on 11/11/18, during service. I was having an emotional
day that day, for various reasons. But the sermon Pastor Yona from
Tanzania gave was like a “Stewardship – LIVE” announcement for me.
Here was this kind, soft-spoken, blessed man, brought to the U.S. because of our very own
passionate, dedicated mission stewards, from a country over 8,000 miles away. Our church made
this happen, a completely unique opportunity that together we made happen!
Pastor Yona’s chosen topic was stewardship. His words, his perspective from an entirely different
environment, and how that message rhymed with our words and sentiment was simply a gift.
From across the world, he reminded us our treasures matter, our time and our love matters, and
taking care of our church and each other matters most to God. And there was singing – big voices
from the children and the congregation, and there was a pledge walk, and there was peace and
excitement and fellowship and stewardship in every heart and handshake! Just beautiful and
inspiring. Each of you makes this church come alive in its mission of outreach to God, each other
and the world. You might not know it, recognize or feel it sometimes. Sometimes it might feel like
a duty, but know you are a treasure, a blessing to everyone here.
As I watched many walk up with their commitments, I felt a sense of deep peace, and pride in
everything I saw, that I witnessed. On Sunday, I will take my first pledge walk this year with my
husband. While I make a contribution every month and throughout the year, I have never pledged
my commitment to this church on an annual basis. But now, I get it. I see the work being done, it’s
tangible and it’s valuable to the world. I’m ready. This is yet another step on my faith journey.
Where are you on your faith and stewardship journey, on your commitment to God? This world
seems to ask so much from us, yet all around us are so many gifts being given to us and to others.
Grace is everywhere, always around us, always tangible and attainable. We just need to share it to
receive it.
Your Stewardship Committee wishes you and yours a joyous Christmas and a Happy start to 2019.
Your Stewardship Chair - Kim Richter
Stewardship Committee - Pastor John Snider, Debbie Pirkl, Bruce Meyers
PS From Pastor John: Our leadership has done very well in reducing the deficit budget we passed
last January. At this point the deficit itself is half what we expected! As we enter 2019 we may be
in striking distance of a great achievement we can celebrate together:
Watch
for the budget numbers in January. Would you be willing to help make this happen?

Member Contributions
October, 2018 Year-to-Date
Budget
Actual
Variance
$343,045
$339,832
-$3,213

Annual
Budget
$429,900

The figures above provide a comparison of budget vs. actual member contributions.
Help us continue
by experiencing
the transforming joy of faith-filled stewardship!
St. Stephen’s Update Newsletter ▪ December, 2018

Page 6

If I had to pick just one thing as my favorite resource for discipleship I think it would probably be The Message by Eugene Peterson.
This version of The Bible has been my devotional companion for a
good 20 years – maybe more. Just this morning I was about to start
reading 1 Samuel and was looking at Peterson’s introduction to that
book of the Bible where I found these wonderful words;
“…we don’t have to fit into prefabricated moral or mental or
religious boxes before we are admitted into the company of God we are taken seriously just as we are and given a place in his story,
for it is, after all, his story; none of us is the leading character in
the story of our life… we find that we are not being led to see God
in our stories, but to see our stories in God’s.”
Now, truth be told, there is a part of me that really does want to believe that “It’s all about ME!” That part of me gets a little pouty when I read this kind of thing. But
that reaction only lasts for a moment before I recognize what a huge, life-changing, relief it is to
not have to be the center of the Universe!!! And on top of that, there’s something utterly delightful
about being welcomed – as I am – into the great and good and wide and wonderful story of God
that envelopes me and you and all there is. These are the kind of things I’ve found as gifts from Peterson, both in his chapter introductions and just woven throughout his rendering of the
Scriptures themselves.
The Message is a gift. If you don’t have one, I urge you to get a copy. And if you want to try a
“taster,” to see for yourself, get a copy of The Message of Hope. It’s a small paperback version that
includes the whole Gospel of Mark along with selections from other New Testament books and the
Psalms.
Sadly, we lost Pastor Peterson recently at the age of 85. But his gift to the Church will continue to
serve for generations to come I have no doubt. I hope it will touch your life as deeply as it has
touched mine.

Foundations

Potential

Innovation

We are pleased to make the Noreen Center available again this year for our
homeless brothers and sisters. Like last year the leadership of Matrix
Housing Services will provide all manner of leadership including screening,
onsite supervision, and access to county, state and federal services. Their
goal is to help restore housing to all.
We will be hosts from December 1 through Saturday, December 15th. They will arrive at 6 p.m. and
depart each morning by 8 a.m.
Please check the Matrix website for ways you can help. One important way is to sign up to provide
meal. Check: www.matrixhousingservices.org.

St. Stephen’s Update Newsletter ▪ December, 2018

Page 7

Tracy’s Tidbits:
It is the time of year when many of us begin to think of things in a mindset of THANKFULNESS AND BLESSING … a time to do things for others and in doing that we serve OUR MIGHTY GOD! So how do we develop a “HEART OF SERVICE” in our families?
It does not have to be big and grandiose gestures … small and simple
things can help our children learn to serve---and when we teach them to
serve we are helping them to be God’s servants for life!
Here are some ideas for your family:
1. Help organize canned and boxed items and donate to a food shelf
2. Set up, serve or clean up at church event or on Sunday morning
3. Give family members a back rub after a hard day at work or school
4. Paint over graffiti
5. Do yard work or snow shoveling for a neighbor
6. Visit an elderly person and spend time with them
7. Volunteer to clean toys in the church nursery
8. Deliver cookies and a thank-you note to the police or fire station
9. Tutor or mentor students who are younger than you--help with homework
10. Unload the dishwasher, vacuum, dust, general clean-up without being asked
11. Make care packages for people who maybe homeless and on a street corner
12. Read to young children or to people in a nursing home
13. Play music at a nursing home or for homebound person

Just Imagine if during the MONTH OF DECEMBER we each
completed ONE SMALL ACT OF KINDNESS every
day…..JUST IMAGINE!!!!!

Upcoming Faith Formation Schedule:
December 5th—Faith Formation at St. Stephen’s
December 12—Faith Formation at St. Stephen’s
December 19th—Caroling or Gingerbread houses (Location to be determined)
December 26th and January 2nd—OFF
January 9th—Faith Formation resumes at St. Stephen’s
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To keep updated on all the
check
out the new events page on the St. Stephen’s Lutheran
Church website OR on St. Stephen’s Youth Ministry
FACEBOOK page.

Messy Game Night for 2nd-5th gradersDecember 7th

December 8th

If you like fun games and getting a bit messy
this night is for you! Contact ALI (youth director)
at 615-352-3320 or email her at
ali@ststephenswsp.org to sign up!

Messy Game Night for 6th-12th graders-

If you like fun games and getting a bit messy
this night is for you! Contact ALI (youth director)
at 615-352-3320 or email her at
ali@ststephenswsp.org to sign up!

CONFIRMATION KIDS (6th-8th grade) - Have you been getting to church with your

family on Sunday morning? When you are at church have you been completing a SERMON
REFLECTION? Are you working on your memorization of the Lord’s Prayer, The Apostles
Creed or the 10 Commandments? Pastor John, Pastor Julie or Tracy are ready to listen when
you are ready to share!!!
Also a reminder---As a Family read through sections of Luther’s Small Catechism

and write a short reflection on something that you learned together. (Reflection
Sheet at Church)
6th Grade: Lord’s Prayer and Holy Communion (Morning and Evening Prayers)
 7th Grade: 10 Commandments and Baptism (Morning and Evening Prayers)
 8th Grade: Apostles Creed and Confession (Morning and Evening Prayers)


IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A COPY OF LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM
PLEASE SEE TRACY OR PASTOR JULIE
Ben (the new choir and music coordinator for
Contemporary service) sharing the stage with
Roden and Ezekia!

Faith Formation Wednesday
Nights! Gathering to eat
together. Over 100 people meet
most Wednesday nights and
share in dinner, a small worship
service and then there is a faith
formation class for everyone!
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The Silent Action helped to raise about $1600 for the
youth and scouts at St. Stephen’s. Thank you to all
who donated items to auction, helped to get donations
or assisted with set-up and clean-up! It takes a village!

Worship on Wednesday nights. We eat in the back and
then come to the front for a short worship service.
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How Can You Help Those In Need?
There are many opportunities …
contribute to Neighbor’s, Inc. Food Shelf through a free-will
offering—also consider bringing a can of soup or canned meats with you to donate.
Concert admission is free.

※

YULETIDE ECHOES
Featuring “The Jennifer Lane Flute Choir”
Soloists: Catherine Zinner
Mike Westmoreland

Sunday, December 16 | Think Hygiene Products
What do you think of when asked for Hygiene Products?
What do you use on a daily basis?
Everyone is familiar with the term BOGO
—here’s a new term BOGOFN

BUYONEGETONE
FORNEIGHBORS
Toilet Paper, Shampoo, Toothpaste
and toothbrushes, Laundry Detergent, mouthwash, the
list is endless.
Buy a
couple extra and bring to the Neighbors
drive. Of course, you are not limited to
donations—food or cash are always welcome.
Like to learn more of other ways to help? Talk to Marilyn
Erickson, Diane Merrill or Dave Paton for more ideas!
They would love to talk to you. Neighbors are always
looking for volunteers 
St. Stephen’s Update Newsletter ▪ December, 2018
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TransFormative Connections to God, Each Other and the World
It's not too soon to start thinking about our Christmas
season giving opportunities. Once again this year we
will be participating in Armful of Love, a program of
360 Communities in Dakota County. A
Christmas tree is set up in the narthex
with tags on it representing a variety
of gift items for children to adults.
This is a great opportunity to help
local families in need. Thank you!
Please Note: It’s going to be a quick
turnaround—

Each month a group
of dedicated volunteers
from St. Stephen's responds
to Jesus' call to feed the hungry
by preparing and serving a meal to hungry
people in our community.

Come for the whole evening
or just part. The schedule is:
2-5pm Preparation, 5-6pm Serving,
6-7pm Clean Up.
Questions - please call Ann Anderson at
651-451-4876. St. Matthew’s Church is
located at 490 Hall Street, in St. Paul.

St. Stephen’s delivers
every fourth Wednesday
for the Meals-On-Wheels
program.
.
We pick up meals at Faith United Methodist
Church, and deliver to our neighbors in West
St. Paul, Mendota, Inver Grove, and the
South St. Paul area.
If you feel called to help us, please contact
Loren Van Pelt at (651)-328-4439, or the
church office. Thank you for all you do.

We can continue to support Garlough Elementary through the
program. These coupons can be found on a variety of products like:
baking and bakeware, cereal, food storage, frozen foods, paper products, school
and office supplies, waste bags and the list goes on. More information can be
found on their website https://www.boxtops4education.com/. Simply clip proof of purchase from any
eligible products and place them in our “Labels for Education” collection basket located in the narthex.
The labels look like the ones pictured above right. Thank you for helping our neighborhood youth!

Women’s Group: Fridays at 7:00 pm, Rm 206
St. Stephen’s Update Newsletter ▪ December, 2018
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Bega Kwa Bega | Iringa ~ St. Stephen’s ~ Ihimbo
Asante sana! Asante sana! Asante sana!
That was the message we heard over and over again from our three guests from our sister parishes
of Ihimbo and Iwonde in the Iringa Diocese, Tanzania. They stayed with us for two weeks and under the wonderful leadership of Tracy and Beth were provided an amazing experience. They lead in
worship and singing, worked with Wednesday youth, toured farms, went to the MN Zoo, came to
the Men’s Renewal Group, spent time with the St. Paul Area Synod and enjoyed a Thanksgiving
meal offered by the Fellowship Committee.
As Pastor Yona’s wife wrote:

"We love and welcome anyone from St. Stephen's again and again and
again. Thank you for all you have done. It's not only Pastor Yona going to
St. Stephen's, it's the whole parish going with him. The whole parish will be
present. We will never stop praying for the people of St. Stephen's. Don't
stop praying for us." Atwitye Kinganga (Pastor Yona Kinganga's wife)
The faith, joy and sense of community they brought to us were healing. So our message back to
them is the same, Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Or in their Swahili language, Asante sana!
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the Word
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Saturday

For I Know the Plans I Have For You ...
Altar Guild—
December: Joanie Regan, Mary Brunkow, Lori Ritt

Ushers—
November: Butch Canniff, Arnie Heuer, Steve Hanson,
Jim Packer, Bruce Meyers

Lectors
Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 24
Dec 24
Dec 25
Dec 30

Fellowship Hosts
9:30 am
Dean Eisfelder
9:30 am
Mary Jo Martinek
9:30 am
Jessica Donahue
9:30 am
Kathy Canniff
3:30 pm
Bruce Meyers 5:30pm Sara Ruff
10:30 pm Jenny Van Pelt
9:30 am
Volunteer
9:30 am
Volunteer

Communion Servers
Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 24
Dec 24
Dec 24
Dec 25
Dec 30

9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
3:30 pm

Steve Gebauer, Lynda Bergeson
Mark Rogosheske, Deborah Ellis
Jeff Kubat, Tracy Westman
Patrice Katzenmaier, Lynda Bergeson
Andy and Sara Ruff, Kathy Packer,
Joanie Regan
5:30 pm
Larry and Patty Longard,
Lynn Kubat, Mary Jo Martinek
10:30 pm Loren and Jenny Van Pelt
9:30 am
Volunteers
9:30 am
Volunteers

Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 30

The Molumby Family
Debbie Pirkl, Sue Clark
Diane and Ken Merrill
Coffee Only
The Katzenmaiers

Sunday Drivers
Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 30

Dale Johnson
Steve Morganson
Dale Johnson
Steve Morganson
Dale Johnson

Outdoor Street Sign
Dec 3
Dec 10
Dec 17
Dec 24
Dec 27

Jerry Thoreson
Dale Johnson
Jerry Thoreson
Dale Johnson
Jerry Thoreson

Audio Visual
Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 24
Dec 24
Dec 25
Dec 30

9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
3:30 pm
10:30 pm
9:30 am
9:30 am

Jan Perkins
Keith Gregory
Jan Perkins
Jenny Van Pelt
Jan Perkins
5:30pm Jan Perkins
Jan Perkins
No screens
Jan Perkins

Contribution Counters
Dec 3
Dec 10
Dec 17
Dec 24
Dec 31

Jerry Thoreson, Debbie Pirkl, Sue Clark
Sue Clark, Joan Regan, Debbie Pirkl
Dan and Alice Mikel, Dave Bergeson
Dorothy Culbert, Don Stenhaug, Sue Clark
Jerry Thoreson, Debbie Pirkl, Sue Clark
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COMMITTEE
ANNUAL REPORTS
Please mark your calendars.
Committee Annual Reports
are due in the office
NO LATER THAN
Sunday, January 13, 2019

THANK YOU!
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The Woodpecker might have to go!

Everything we need to know about life,
can be learned from Noah's Ark.
One :
Don't miss the boat.

12/1 Brett Culver
12/1 Brenda Gieser
12/1 Janet Greengard
12/2 Marjorie Haslerud
12/3 Guy de Lambert III
12/4 Marti Bonk
12/4 Blake Martinson-Packer
12/4 Mark Rogosheske II
12/5 Sharon Booth
12/5 Thomas Evans
12/5 Zachary Ruff
12/6 Jessica Anderson
12/6 Piper Gillman
12/6 Dane McKenzie
12/6 Rebekah Villafuerte
12/7 Danielle Kirkwood
12/9 Devin Bauert
12/9 Mary Molumby
12/9 Deborah Pirkl
12/9 Evangeline Szczepaniak
12/9 Anna Wilson
12/11 Andrew Heuer
12/11 Nancy Reberk
12/11 Clyde Warren
12/12 Barb Dickie
12/12 Judith Hammersten
12/13 Sierra Haarstad
12/13 Nancy Haugland
12/13 Mary Pease
12/14 Michael Bonk
12/14 Michelle Steffen
12/15 Stacy Dreelan

12/15 Christine Scribner
12/17 David Mace
12/17 Cheryl Millard
12/17 James Pace
12/18 Nicole de Lambert
12/18 David Heutmaker
12/18 Jon Kemming
12/20 Holly Engstrom
12/20 John Gralish
12/21 Brooke Young
12/23 Ann Anderson
12/23 Joanna Mead
12/24 Hallie Kemper
12/25 Lisa Kemming
12/25 Christine Sterrenberg
12/25 Kaitlyn Villars
12/26 Nico Lopez Jr
12/26 Beatrice Tonn
12/27 Betty Forester
12/27 Samantha Henning
12/27 Lowell Meyer
12/28 Kevin Hanson
12/28 Kenneth Pace
12/28 John Stai
12/29 Tanner Anderson
12/29 Tyler Pease
12/29 Thomas Shields
12/29 Joy Stenhaug
12/29 Lauren Youness
12/31 Dave Dreelan
12/31 Pamela Sweeney

St. Stephen’s Update Newsletter ▪ December, 2018

Two :
Remember that we are all in the same boat.
Three :
Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah
built the Ark.
Four :
Stay fit. When you're 600 years old, someone
may ask you to do something really big.
Five :
Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job
that needs to be done.
Six :
Build your future on high ground.
Seven :
For safety sake, travel in pairs.
Eight :
Speed isn't always an advantage.
The snails were on board with the cheetahs.
Nine :
When you're stressed, float a while…
Ten :
Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs;
the Titanic by professionals.
Eleven:
No matter the storm,
when you believe,
there's always a
rainbow waiting.
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Come Celebrate With Us This Christmas Season!
All Christmas Eve services include candle lighting and Holy Communion
A simple, visual, joyful service,
or children of all ages

A traditional reading of the Christmas story
with hymns and soloists.

A formal and powerful worship service in the Lutheran Tradition.

Celebrate Christ’s birth with a quieter, casual worship service.

