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(g\Âk :&4½ 
ñFor the Son of God, Jesus Christ,  

was not ñYes and Noò but always ñYesò.   

For in him every one of Godôs promises 

 is a ñYesò.  For this reason it is through 

him that we say the ñAmenò to the glory 

of God.ò  2 Corinthians 1:19 -20  

 
Want to know why we love Christmas? Why there is so much love 

surrounding it?  At the core of all that is Christmas is God coming 

to us in the Little Child, with a great big òYES!ó to us all!.   The Lit-

tle Child is a blessing to creation.   This Little Child is sent to pro-

claim how much God loves us, over and over again.  What we love 

about Christmas is Godõs love for us. 

 

In Christ - we can say òYesó to Godõs òYES!ó  Yes as a basic  

acceptance and openness to experience.   Yes to creating a 

place where God can move among us with grace, peace,  

forgiveness and purpose.  Yes, in Christ opening our eyes to 

see the Lord everywhere.   

 

No is the wrong direction.  No is about fear.  No sets us apart and 

separates us into groups and types.  No ends options, relation-

ships and learning.  No closes things.  No is judgmental and cuts 

us off from what we really seek: the optimism of faith, hope and 

love, the greatest gifts of Christmas; Godõs YES! 

 

So in faith it is always Godõs YES!  May your Christmas be filled 

with YES!  YES to time with family and friends.  YES to worship.  

YES to prayer.  YES to forgiveness.   YES to gracious giving to the 

needy among us.     

 

As Paul wrote above, God is always YES!    May you see Godõs 

YES everywhere this Christmas and always.    

 

-Pastor John  

Our Mission ñ CONNECTION!  
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St. Stephenõs Lutheran Church, ELCA 

1575 Charlton Street  

West St. Paul, MN 55118  
 

Church Phone:  651 -457 -6541  

Fax Number:  651 -457 -5857  

www.ststephenswsp.org  
 

Office Hours  

Monday ñ Friday  8:00 am -4:00 pm  
 

(If you need assistance outside of these 

hours please call ahead to be sure some-

one will be available to assist you.)  

 

Staff  

John SniderñSenior Pastor  

john@ststephenswsp.org  

Cassie Nault ñAssociate Pastor  

cassie@ststephenswsp.org  

Sitraka Rakotoarivelo  

Director of Children & Youth Ministries  

sitraka@ststephenswsp.org  

Bryon Dockter  

Interim Director of Worship  

Gerrit Lamain ñMusic Director/Organist  

gerrit.lamain@gmail.com  

Jan PerkinsñOffice Administrator  

jan@ststephenswsp.org  

Abra Gillman ñBookkeeper  

abra@ststephenswsp.org  

 

Church Council  

Debbie Pirkl ñPresident  

Jessica DonahueñVice President  

Dave BergesonñTreasurer  

Andy Ruff ñSecretary  

Brent Harms ñFinancial Secretary  
 

Committee Chairpersons  

 Tanisha Pikula  ......  Christian Education  

 Mike Bonk  ...............................  Finance  

 Patrice Katzenmaier  .............  Fellowship  

 Mark Rogosheske  .................  Memorial  

 Steve Morganson  .............  Membership  

  ................................ ...  and Evangelism  

  Patty Longard  ........................  Missions  

 Justin Woods  ....................  Properties &  

 Dan Youness  .... Maintenance Co Chairs  

 Dean Eisfelder  ..................  Stewardship  

 Chris Youngren  .........  Worship & Music  

 Dane & Darcy McKenzie  .......................   

  ....................  Youth & Family Co Chairs  
 

Nominating Committee  

 Pastor John  .......................  Kelly Meyers  

 Lisa Ellison  ......................  Vicki Jackson  

  Dave Paton  .....................  Sondra Paton  

   ................................ .......  Justin Woods  
 

Church Foundation  

  Dave Paton  .......................  Chairperson  

Sunday 
 Worship Schedule  

September 8, 2013ñMay 18, 2014 

 8:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 

 10:45 am WorshipðService of the Word 
  (Worship with Holy Communion on  
  the first, third and fifth Sundays of 
  the month) 

 12:00 pm Pueblo de FeðWorship in Spanish 

Children & Youth Programs 
Church School Year:   

September 18, 2013ðApril 30, 2014 
 

J.O.Y. (òJesus, Others, and Youó) 
Ages 3 through 1st Grade 

Wednesdaysð6:00-7:00pm 
 

W.I.L.D. (òWord In Love & Deedó) 
2th-5th Grade 

Wednesdaysð6:00-7:00pm 
 

Confirmation 
6th-8th Grade 

Wednesdays 6:00-7:00pm 
 

Senior High Youth Group  9th-12th Grade 
Wednesdays 7:15-8:15pm  
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Rooted in the Word III:  

Saturday, December 7, Southview Country Club, 8:30 -10 a.m.  

 

With the Book of Revelation Rooted in the Word will have completed three 

years!   Itõs never too late to attend one of the Saturday morning meetings.    

It is a wonderful way to help yourself be òrooted in the Word.ó   

 

Two items:  

Rooted in the Word will continue with year IV, focuses on Lutherõs Catechism. 

We will continue to meet the first Saturday of every month at Southview Country Club,  

no changes for the winter.  

 

About the Book of Revelation :  This book has scared and confused more people than any book in 

the Bible.    Its roots are very simple.    Itõs about Christian life lived under the boot of an oppressive 

and violent Roman Empire.    The author is named John though he never identifies himself as the 

òBeloved Apostle.ó  He is overseeing 7 churches, all of them in present day Turkey.   For a Christian 

theirs was a time of great challenge, they were commanded to worship the Roman Emperor as a 

god.   What would their witness be?   Would they face the punishments for a Christian witness about 

Jesus?   In Johnõs writing to the 7 churches he uses terrifying images and glorious visions of Godõs 

coming Kingdom.   The message boils down to the truth that the Christian life is centered only on 

Jesus Christ.    

 

The message of the Revelation is faithfulness in times of temptation and social upheaval.   In times 

of great challenge the book suddenly reads like an overwhelming word of encouragement to face 

even death without fear.    It is less helpful when it is read as secrets about coming world events.   

In that context Christians have been greatly mistaken.   

 

Update on Strategic Effort  
 

First, thanks to the pastors and staff, leadership team, and especially all of the 

members for reviewing, providing valuable feedback, and your general support 

as we move forward with this effort.  We really appreciated the interest and 

feedback on the worship effort that was presented at the adult forum in early 

November.  Your input was great!  Whatõs next?  Simply put, a lot!  This is a 

journey, not something that will be done in a few months.   
 

The Worship Task Force is really stepping up, and God is helping us a lot, with 

some key ideas and resources surfacing that I believe will allow us to imple-

ment some big changes in worshiping at St. Stephenõs in early 2014.  I believe 

these changes will give each of you more options and a more inspiring wor-

ship experience.  Over time, though we will need patience, we believe you will 

see more worshipers finding an important place in their lives for St. Stephenõs.  Also, we plan to 

step up our marketing effort dramatically, including reaching out to past members and those less 

active members.  Thanks again to the great leadership of the Worship Task Force!  
 

In early 2014, we will be asking key members to step up and help us with the other major goals of 

welcoming, equipping, and serving.  If any of you feel called to help us with these critical goals, 

please let me know or someone in church leadership.  My home number is 952 -454 -1318, or you 

can email me at bharms@loyaltymarketing.com . 
 

Thanks for your support and prayers.      

- Brent Harms , Chair of Strategic Planning  
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January  

Exodus 14:14    
 

òThe Lord will fight for you, and 

you have only to keep still.ó   

 

February  

The Ten Commandments 1 -5 
  

òWe are to fear, love and trust 

God above anything else.ó  

 

March  

The Ten Commandments 6 -10   
 

òWe are to fear and love him 

and gladly do what he com-

mands.ó  

 

April  

Romans 8:28   
 

òWe know that all things work 

together for good for those who 

love God, who are called  

according to his purpose.ó   

 

May  

The Apostlesõ Creed  
 

òI believe that I cannot by my 

own understanding or effort  

believe in Jesus Christ my Lord 

or come to him.   But the Holy 

Spirit has called me through the 

Gospel.ó 

June    

The Lordõs Prayer   
 

òGodõs kingdom comes indeed 

without our praying for it, but 

we ask in this prayer that it 

may come as also to us.ó  

 

July  

Ephesians 2:10   
 

òFor we are what he has made 

us, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God pre-

pared beforehand to be our 

way of life.ó   

 

August  

The Sacrament of Baptism    
 

Romans 6:4    We were buried 

therefore with him by Baptism 

into death, so that as Christ 

was raised from the dead by 

the glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of life.ó  

 

  September  

Gospel of John 8:12  
 

òI am the light of the 

world.   Whoever follows me 

will never walk in darkness but 

will have the light of lifeó   

October    

Rooted in the Word IV: Lutherõs Catechism. 

Begins January, 2014  
 

A few years into the Reformation Luther and other leaders went on a tour of the congregations they 

were leading and were shocked!   No one seemed to understand the basics of the faith, including 

the clergy!    So Luther wrote the Small Catechism for parents to teach their children the basics of 

the faith.   (This is the basis for our present day confirmation.)   He also wrote a larger, fuller expla-

nation of these teachings in the Large Catechism.   We will use these two texts for a review of these 

basic, Christian teachings.    We will also study from books of the Bible.  

 

It is never too late to enjoy the Rooted in the Word breakfast and study.   It meets the first Saturday 

of the every month at Southview Country Club in West St. Paul, 8:30 -10:00 am.   We eat, talk, 

laugh and learn.   Come and see.    

 Rooted in the Word IV: Lutherõs Catechism.  2014 Scripture Schedule  

The Sacrament of  

Holy Communion    
 

Luke 22:19,20 òGiven for 

you.  Shed for you.ó   

 

November    

The Office of the Keys and  

Forgiveness    
 

Matthew 18:18 òWhatever you 

bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth shall be loosed 

in heaven.ó   

 

December  

Gospel of Luke 2:14  
 

òGlory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace.ó    



Financial Stewardship Report ñOctober 2013  

General Envelope Contributions  

 

                                Month                                Year -to -Date                      Annual  

                    Budget           Actual                 Budget           Actual                 Budget  
 

 30,822  28,121  334,613  321,564  410,000  
 

The figures above provide a comparison of budget vs. actual general envelope member 

contributions.  The budget reflects 2013 member pledges and historical giving patterns.  
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December Stewardship Update  
 

As we approach the end of the year, please take time to look at your last 

contribution statement to see if you have any catching up to do. We are 

currently running about $10,000 to $15,000  behind on our projected 

envelope income for the year. We are hoping to end this year with a bal-

anced budget so we can start 2014 without a deficit. Because you have 

always responded generously with your financial support in the past, we 

are confident that you will again help us end the year in the black.  

 

For 2014 we will once again have a full staff so we are projecting higher 

expenses than we had in 2013. In addition, we will have exhausted the surplus that was created 

when our expenses for 2012 were significantly lower than originally projected due to one of our 

staff members leaving to take a new position. For this reason we have set $430,000  as our goal for 

total  envelope income for 2014 which is a 5% increase over the amount of envelope income that 

we anticipate receiving in 2013.  

 

When discussing money matters, it is always easy to lose sight of what we are doing with the mon-

ey that we raise. At St Stephenõs, we are trying very hard to keep our basic mission in mind at all 

times. Our new mission statement ð Connected to God, each other, and the world  ð is intended to 

help us focus not on finances but on our reasons for coming together in the first place. To love 

God and our neighbor by helping people connect with God. If we do that, I think things like budg-

ets and programs will also fall into place. Thank you for your continued support.  

 

-Dean Eisfelder, Stewardship Chair  

Annual Meeting  

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend St. Stephenõs 

Annual Meeting, which will be held on Sunday, January 26 

at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  We will discuss the 2014 

budget and other plans for the new year.   

ANNUAL REPORTS  

ARE DUE IN THE CHURCH  

OFFICE BY DECEMBER 15, 2013.  
 

PLEASE E-MAIL TO:  jan@ststephenswsp.org  
 

Thank You!  
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J.O.Y. (Jesus, Others, and You) Schedule  

We will be meeting Wednesday evenings from 6:00 -

7:00pm!   JOY classes welcome children ages 4 

through 1
st

 grade .   If you have any questions, feel free 

to contact Sitraka or Pastor Cassie.  

 Dec 4  Class ð Christmas  

 Dec 11  Christmas Program Rehearsal  

 Dec 18  Family activity for WILD and JOY.  

  There will also be a movie night showing  

  at the Church  

Youth Committee  

In the vision, dreaming and planning for our youth, we are in 

need of some dedicated people to serve on your youth com-

mittee. Please prayerfully consider what role you could play 

in this amazing ministry. We are in need of men and women, 

parents and non -parents, and youth. Please email or call 

Sitraka if you are interested or have questions.   

Youth Group  

All 9
th

-12 graders,  

Wednesdays 7:15 -8:15pm  

in the Youth Room  

 

Dec 4:   

Hanging out at the café  

Dec 11:   

Meet at 6:00pm to help with 

the Childrenõs Christmas  

Program  

Dec 18:   

A Choice Night (Echo The Sto-

ry/Christmas Special/

Caroling)  

Dec 25:  CHRISTMAS!  

No Youth Group  

Hang -Time 2.0  

Every third Saturday (Mostly)  

6
th

-12
th

 graders,  

from 7:30pm -9-30pm.  

Join us for discussion, free 

fun, fellowship, hanging out 

and more! Check out the 

Youth Board for details. 

Adults (18+) are always 

needed  to attend the event, 

and also bring snacks if 

they so choose. If no adults 

are signed up by the 

Wednesday before the event 

it  will be cancelled.  Sign-Up 

sheets are located on the  

Children & Youth  

Ministry board.  

Sitrakaõs Office Hours 

 

Monday, Thursday: 9am ð 1pm  

Tuesday: 1pm ð 5pm  

Wednesday: 1 -8pm   

 

Come visit if you have time! Sitraka can also be 

reached via e-mail:  sitraka@ststephenswsp.org 

or phone:  612 -741 -7311  

Christmas Program!  

Mark your calendars! To celebrate 

the season of Christmas, the WILD 

& JOY Christmas Program will be  

December 15
th

 at 10:45am.  Please 

help us spread the word - Bring 

family and friends to see what these 

kids have prepared!  



  St. Stephenõs Update Newsletter  Ƌ  December, 2013                                                              Page 7  

December  

Acolyte Schedule  
 

If an acolyte is unable to serve on a particular Sun-

day, that acolyte is responsible to find his or her re-

placement.  
 

December 1st:  

 8:30am:  Piper Van Pelt & Amy Patrick  

 10:45am:  Piper Gillman and Jacob Kinney  

 

December 8th  

 8:30am:  Emily Tschida & Lindsey Willwerscheid   

 10:45am:  Ryan Hoyt & Marcus Molumby  

 

December 15th   

 8:30am:  Piper Van Pelt & Nathan Hostager  

 10:45am:  Max Murphy & Ben Ellison  

 

December 22nd   

 8:30am:  Amy Patrick & Devin Bauert  

 10:45am:  Cody Skrypek & Isaiah Pfeffer  

 

December 24th  

 3:30pm:  Jacob Kinney & Peter McKenzie  

 5:30pm:  Lindsey Willwerscheid & Veronica Kemna  

 10:30pm:  Ana Villars & Seringa McHugh  

 

December 25th  

 9:30am:  Amanda Keiser  

 

December 29th  

 8:30am:  Emily Tschida    

 10:45am:  Jon Heuer & Will Heuer  

Confirmation Schedule   

Confirmation Class for 6
th

-8
th

 graders meets 

in the Chapel (across from the Church  

Office) at 6pm Wednesdays.  

 

December 4  Worship Unit  
 

December 11  Bible Unit:  

 Why are There so Many  

 Versions of the Bible?  
 

December 18  Family Night:  

 Christmas Caroling  

 (Service field trip)  
 

December 25  No Class ð Christmas  

W.I.L.D. (Word in Love & Deed) 

Schedule   

Pre-Confirmation Program for 2
nd

-5
th

 grad-

ers 

Meets Wednesday evenings from 6:00 ð 

7:00pm with optional dinner at 5:30  
 

 

Dec 4   Class ð Christmas  

 

Dec 11  Christmas Program Rehearsal  

 

Dec 18  Family Activity Night for WILD  

  and JOY. There will also be a  

  movie night showing at the  

  Church  

 

Dec 25  CHRISTMAS! ð No Class   

Would you be interested in working with the children 

in J.O.Y. or W.I.L.D.?  If so, please contact Tanisha Pikula  

 at 651 -399 -1417 or tcpjjr@gmail.com.  

�%�H���V�X�U�H���W�R���V�W�R�S���E�\���W�K�H�����W�K���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���6�W�����6�W�H�S�K�H�Q�·�V�� 
Holiday Boutique & Bake Sale 

Saturday, December 7th 
9:00�³2:00 

Come shop unique gifts, art, jewelry, and fresh baked goods  
from local artisans. 


